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Settlement Patterns of Iranians in the U.S.

The united states census in 1990 reports that the number of Iranians living in the
U.S. has doubled over the last decade. The lranian population is mainly composcd of
three groups of stadents, their familics and the exiles. A significant number of
Iranians arrived in the U.S. after 1975 to continue their studies at the university
level, Naturally, based on the academic theories of migration and geographic
distribution of cthnic groups, they must have had a diffused scitlement patterns.
However, this expectation did not materialize over a relatively short period of time,
[ranian immigrants displaved a large geographic concentration in the Los Angeles
metropolitan arca and to a smaller degree in Washington D.C and New york
metropolitan area. Now, two decades after the Islamic Revolution in Iran, a new
generation of Iranians is growing in the U.S. they are a group born 1o an immigrant
parentage who will soon become the core of an cthnic group. Though places like
Los Angeles and New york will continue 10 rciain their status as the core of lranian
commumtics for many years to come, the settlement patterns of this emerging
populaton born outside their npative home in future depend on (1) the degree 1o
which they adhere to the parents memories and heritage,(2)their integration into the
larger American social context where they were born and developed.
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