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| Comparative Advantage on Undergraduate Supply
and Demand Trends: A Case Study of Shahid
Chamran University of Ahvaz

Yadollah Mehralizadeh (Ph.D.) and Aziz Arman (Ph.D.)’

Abstract

This paper is an attempt to study the employment as one of the
crucial issues of higher education institution and labor market in Iran,
and intends to address these questions: (1) How is the supply and
demand’s situation of graduate students? (2) Are the university
subjects in Khozestan higher education institutions compatible with the
revealed advantages in state economic sectors? (3) How do higher
education policy makers begin and implement new academic subjects?
In this paper with the use of Balassa Revealed Comparative Advantage
the supply and demand advantages of university graduates of
Shid Chamran University as one o the big universities in the southwest
of Iran during 1996-2001 is calculated. The results show that in terms

of Supply,' priorities are consequently related to Agriculture,

Veterinary, Humanities, Engineering and Pure Science subjects. In
terms of demand of state labor market activities such as: Mining,
Fishing and Agriculture, Hunting and Foresting were shown to have
economic advantages. This means that supply of agriculture subjects at
Chamran University is relatively connected to the subjects demanded
from labor market although there is no academic subject related to
Dates, which is highly demanded by khozestan economy.

Keyword: revealed comparative advantage, undergraduate, Shahid
Chamran University
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