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Analysis of sustainable development with
emphasis on social aspects: case study Ahwaz city

Hassan Ahmadi. Farzaneh khayatzadeh

Abstract

City of Ahwaz with one million population, is the seventh city
of the country. Regarding the outbreak of war many development
activities were stopped and most of city’s facilities were
demolished. Because of the existence of several industries around
the city, and the emergence of several towns around it ,This
question arises that is the growth and extension of Ahwaz with its
rapid population growth (during recent decade 1373-1383) in tune
with sustainable development especially with respect to the social
aspects of sustainability.

The aim of this study was analyse the growth of Ahwaz city
between 1373-1383 with regard to the social aspects of
sustainability and compared to the results with the social
sustainable development standards.

Referring to the theorical base of the research, five group of
factors were identified that could be used to measure social aspects
of sustainable development. They are: education, health and
treatment, environmental hygiene, cultural- recreational facilities
and urban facilities. Each factor is divided into several sub factors
and each sub factor is divided into several measures (Total 29
measures) which were evaluated during the research.

Information needed was collected from related organizations
and offices. The measures were standardized. The average of
measures of each factor was analyzed to ANOVA one way test.

he results showed that the changes in the factor of education
during the period of study was in tune with the sustainable
development while other factors didn’t show significant changes.

Therefore, the other factors changes were not in accordance
with sustainable development standards. Generally speaking, it
shows the social aspects of sustainable development were not fully
achieved in Ahwaz.City of Ahwaz, comparing with the standards
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was in medium level of five part spectre. The factors of cultural-
recreational facilities, environmental hygiene, health and
treatment, urban facilities and education showed the most distance
form the standards respectively.

In order to results of search recomended that priority of
improvemental planning is made to cultural- recreational facilities,
environmental hygiene, health and treatment, urban facilities and
education.

Key Concept: sustainable development indexes — social
dimension of sustainable development- Ahwaz city






