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Abstract: The present study aims to identify opportunities and obstacles to
strategic cooperation between Iran and Afghanistan in the commercial
dimension. This research is mixed qualitative-quantitative exploratory research.
In the qualitative part, the statistical population includes 12 experts such as
university professors, managers, and experts from the two countries' chambers
of commerce, and in the quantitative part, 140 members of the Iran-Afghanistan
Joint Chamber of Commerce. The data collection tool in the qualitative part is
semi-structured interviews and in the quantitative part, a questionnaire. For
data analysis in the qualitative part, the exploratory concepts obtained from
these interviews based on the nature and related concepts are 116 open codes,
which were ended after the researcher reached saturation of the information
collected. Next, the 2018 MAXQDA software was used to perform the central
categorization, which ultimately resulted in 116 open codes, 36 central codes,
and 17 selected codes, which were placed in the categories of causal factors,
interventionists, consequences, strategies, and context. After identifying the
codes, CVI and CVR were used to examine the validity of the obtained
qualitative codes. After extracting the codes and categorizing them, the
concepts collected were divided into six elements (causal conditions, central
phenomenon, strategies, consequences, intervention conditions, and context
conditions).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Establishing trade between countries leads to the benefit of trade and
increases the welfare of the countries involved in trade. The
development of trade cooperation leads to the improvement of the level
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of political, technological, and security development of countries as a result of the proper
development of economic relations and the efficient utilization of national resources of countries
and, as a result, to the improvement of their competitive position in international markets. One of
the most important ways to achieve progress based on justice and increase public welfare along
with reducing class gaps is to effectively expand relations with neighboring countries in the form
of trade and economic cooperation. On the one hand, the country's foreign trade is part of the
country's macroeconomic sectors that must be coordinated with the entire economic system of the
country and act towards achieving its goals, and on the other hand, it can be considered a part of
the country's foreign and international relations and must simultaneously take into account
relevant political and international considerations (Sadeghi & Shamshiri, 2010).

Afghanistan and Iran have experienced a kind of peaceful neighborhood for many years, sharing
a common civilizational and geographical context. Afghanistan is a strategic market for Iran and
is among Iran's top 10 priorities in terms of economic and trade issues. The value of Iran's trade in
1401 is close to $2 billion, and Iran's imports from Afghanistan are around $20 million per year.
Afghanistan imports food, carpets, fuel, construction materials, iron, and basic goods, and its
exports mostly include handicrafts, agricultural products, dried and fresh fruits, especially pine
nuts. Currently, Iran has become the largest exporter of goods to Afghanistan, surpassing Pakistan
by supplying one-fifth of Afghanistan's imports in 2016. The international community pays special
attention to Afghanistan and its reconstruction and development, and international investors are
seeking to exploit the trade and investment opportunities thereby establishing political and
economic security in this country. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to identify obstacles
and opportunities for trade cooperation strategies between Iran and Afghanistan.

Theoretical framework

Although Afghanistan is not a very old country and was formed with the establishment of the
Durrani Empire in 1374, the land of Afghanistan is considered one of the oldest lands in the world
in terms of historical antiquity and has been the area of early human civilization for about two
thousand five hundred years BC. The first historical artifacts discovered from archaeological
excavations date back to the Mesolithic and Bronze Age periods. Approximately a thousand years
BC, handicrafts, coinage, astronomy, medicine, metalworking, and textiles were prevalent in its
cities (Dolatabadi, 2003). As one of the parts of the Achaemenid Empire and located on the Silk
Road, Afghanistan was the meeting point of the world's great civilizations and was considered one
of the most important trading centers of the ancient era. This important and sensitive geostrategic
and geopolitical location of Afghanistan has played an important role in shaping a rich mosaic of
great cultures and civilizations such as Iranian, Greek, Mesopotamian, and Indian in this country.
Since the Paleolithic era and throughout historical periods, the people of Afghanistan have played
a major role in introducing and spreading world religions have played an important role in trade
and commerce, and have occasionally been the dominant political and cultural center in Asia. Just
as Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq) is called the “cradle of civilization" due to its ancient and
ancient civilizations, and ancient Egypt is called one of the wonders of the ancient world due to
its ancient pyramids, Afghanistan is also called the "crossroads of ancient cultures" due to its
important and sensitive geostrategic and geopolitical location and the presence of a rich mosaic of
great cultures and civilizations in the thousands of years of history of this land.

In a post-conflict environment, attracting new domestic and foreign companies is of great
importance in private sector development (Najafi, 2010). New decisions about investing in
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existing or new companies usually depend on the existence of five basic factors: political and
economic stability and security, clear and unambiguous regulations and laws, reasonable tax rates
and their uniform and fair application, access to infrastructure and credit, and a relatively skilled
workforce (Najafi, 2010). Unfortunately, such conditions and factors do not exist in Afghanistan.
Therefore, the challenges for the Afghan government in removing these obstacles, and
consequently attracting more domestic and foreign investments, cannot be underestimated.

Methodology

This research was conducted with a mixed approach and qualitative and quantitative methods. The
research design method is mixed. The present research seeks opportunities and obstacles to
strategic cooperation between Iran and Afghanistan in the commercial dimension; therefore, first,
by using the qualitative research method and collecting the required qualitative data, opportunities
and obstacles to strategic cooperation are extracted. Next, with the help of the theme analysis
method, an attempt is made to specify the stages of the research, design an appropriate tool for
data collection, and collect the required objective data by selecting a statistical sample from the
statistical population of the research. The statistical population in the qualitative section is experts
(faculty members and specialists in the field of international trade and exports, professors familiar
with the research topic, and managers and experts of the Iran-Afghanistan Joint Chamber of
Commerce). Purposeful sampling and snowball sampling were used for sampling. The data
collection tool in the qualitative part was interviews and data analysis were done using theme
analysis. In the quantitative part, the research was conducted using a descriptive correlation
method using questionnaires made by the researcher. The statistical population of this research in
the quantitative part includes managers and experts of the Iran-Afghanistan Joint Chamber of
Commerce, and according to the statistics published by this chamber, their total number is 260
people. Morgan table was used to select the sample, and the number of samples in the quantitative
part is 140 people according to Morgan table.

Discussion and Results

In all subsystems, there are some obstacles to the formation of regional order. Internal obstacles
include economic obstacles, political obstacles, social obstacles, environmental obstacles, and
structural obstacles. The most important exogenous challenge is the Western hegemony system,
which causes cultural, racial, border, and geographical differences to become active in the region
in the short term operate within the framework of the international hegemony system, and prevent
the formation of regional solidarity. The international hegemony system will use any means to
expand its sphere of influence to erode and disintegrate this regional order. The existence of
inherited authoritarian systems, closed political systems, and closed social circuits in this region
will be the main factors in the divergence and intensification of differences. Therefore, to remove
these obstacles at different levels, it seems essential to expand relations, economic, cultural, and
political, and to improve the standard of living of the people, as well as cultural development,
increasing welfare, and strengthening security and social stability.

Conclusion

Regarding the alignment of the results of this research with the theories proposed from a
geographical perspective, Richard Pitt considers modernization as a process that the
historical plan should be considered by placing the highest stages of growth in a central
region, Europe and the United States and the rest of the world as a set of peripheral regions,
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each of which represents a stage of the past, insisting on the present, and awaiting
transformation through the diffusion and expansion of these innovations as a wave of
innovative changes. In a way, he considered changes that move in the dimension of space
and gradually lose their power due to the friction (convergence) of distances. As a result,
areas close to the origin of the innovation received the changes earlier, while more distant
areas acquired these changes later. Regarding Schumpeter's theory regarding social space
and atmosphere, it can also be said that Schumpeter's meaning of the concept of social,
political, and psychological conditions in which employers must play their role. Economic
agents must have a completely correct image and understanding of social principles and
beliefs in this space so that they can carry out their actions in a desirable manner. In
addition, in changing social laws, the profits and losses of economic systems must be
considered. In Schumpeter's opinion, one of the ways to determine the state of social space
and atmosphere is how income is distributed. In his opinion, some laws that cause
improper distribution of income and decrease in profits will negatively affect the morale
of employers and discourage them. Therefore, according to this theory, management
factors and obstacles and the weakness of management institutions have discouraged
foreign investors from investing in these two countries and, consequently,
underdevelopment. Institutionalisms also believe that the main factor in the success of the
Industrial Revolution was the reconciliation between science and technology (industry and
academia) and the institutionalization of applied sciences, which was achieved through
the use of institutions. The government, as the regulator, supervisor, and enforcer of
contracts and laws, created the necessary conditions for economic growth and prosperity.
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