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Abstract
Objective: Branding is to present a positive image of a country at the international
level, which is very effective in removing the false images that exist towards a
country. Therefore, the aim of the study was to study the strategies and
consequences of international success of elite athletes.
Methodology: The present study was conducted with a qualitative approach based
on data theory theory and thematic analysis. The statistical population of the study
included scientific and executive experts in the field of sports management with
experience in attending international sports events. 15 people were selected by
purposive theoretical sampling and interviewed with them until the theoretical
saturation. The validity of the research tool (interview) was confirmed by the
interviewees and expert professors and the interdisciplinary agreement method
(0.74) was used to assess the reliability.
Results: research findings showed that socio-political support, development of
women's sports, management policies, culture-building and education was strategies
and international prestige, international relations, highlighting coaches and athletes
and economic development of branding consequences through successes It was a
sport.
Conclusion: According to the findings suggested that, socio-political support of the
government, special attention paid to women's elite sports, strengthening
international sports relations and branding of the country through sports successes.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

Countries have brand power because as soon as a country's name is heard,
associations are created in the mind that include the political, economic,
cultural, and social environment in that country, and these associations affect
decisions related to that country, which is the power of the national brand
(Gerke et al, 2014). In this regard, Kotler (2007) emphasized that governments
should create, develop, support and guide a country brand. In this regard,
branding activities bring benefits to countries such as attracting capital,
promoting the tourism industry, strengthening national identity, improving
public diplomacy, enhancing international credibility, increasing political
influence in the international arena, encouraging stronger international
participation and strengthening the national symbol. In examining the role of
politics in sports, it was shown that sports strengthen identity, unity, national
pride and the dignity of minorities. In fact, sports and politics each influence the
other in some way, which makes this category, as sports diplomacy, a suitable
subject for self-promotion and cooperation between countries (Sahin, Yenel,
Colakoglu, 2010). Wong-Yeon Kim (2015) also reported in her study titled
Perceived Social Impacts of Major Sports Events in South Korea that the
success of elite athletes in major sports events had important effects including
social benefits, improved international image, national pride, and sports
development (feminine). Therefore, elite athletes, as sports ambassadors of each
country, by appearing in international sports arenas and winning medals or
demonstrating good behavior, can, in addition to waving the country's flag and
playing the national anthem, strengthen the country's positive image in the
world and increase national pride and cohesion in that country. In this regard,
Kobirski and Strojic (2017) stated that sport as a tool for national branding,
focusing on the performance of athletes and teams in international sporting
events, can increase the international image, strengthen international
interactions, and brand the country in international forums. Accordingly, this
research seeks to identify and analyze the strategies and consequences of
international successes of elite athletes in sporting events for the branding of the
country.
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Methodology

The present study was conducted with a qualitative approach based on data
theory theory and thematic analysis. The statistical population of the study
included scientific and executive experts in the field of sports management with
experience in attending international sports events. 15 people were selected by
purposive theoretical sampling and interviewed with them until the theoretical
saturation. The validity of the research tool (interview) was confirmed by the
interviewees and expert professors and the interdisciplinary agreement method
(0.74) was used to assess the reliability.

Results
Research findings showed that socio-political support, development of women's
sports, management policies, culture-building and education was strategies and
international prestige, international relations, highlighting coaches and athletes
and economic development of branding consequences through successes It was
a sport.

Conclusion

The analysis of the research interviews led to the identification of strategies and
outcomes, which are analyzed and interpreted below. Effective strategies for
branding the country through the international successes of elite athletes in
sporting events, management policies, education and research, political, social
and economic support, culture building, and the development of the presence of
female athletes. The consequences affecting the country through the
international successes of elite athletes in sporting events included socio-
political consequences, international prestige and status, marketing and
advertising, a favorable image of women's sports, the prominence of coaches
and athletes at the international level, the development of tourism, and
international communications and interactions. According to the findings
suggested that, socio-political support of the government, special attention paid
to women's elite sports, strengthening international sports relations and
branding of the country through sports successes.
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