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Abstract
Objective: The purpose of this study was to design a model for the role of
sport in world peace.
Methodology: In this qualitative research method, the foundation data
method has been used to answer the research questions. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews. The statistical population of the study
consisted of all experts and specialists who were familiar with the subject of
peace and sports. According to the data foundation method, sampling was
done theoretically. Data analysis was performed using three stages of open,
axial and selective coding using version 7 of Atlas-Ti software.
Results: After open coding, the categories of causal conditions included
Politics, Internationalism, Education, and Economics. Underlying conditions
included Organizational, Political, Socio-Cultural, and international
conditions.  Strategies of action included Political, Organizational,
Educational, Managerial strategies and its Structural and Human
Consequences were extracted. Then, in the axial and selective coding stage,
the link between these categories was determined in the form of a paradigm
model of the research and the final theory was formed.
Conclusion: Based on the results of research on the role of sport in world
peace, it can be said that a challenging path is still ahead. It seems that by
emphasizing the role of Politics, International Relations, Education and
constructive cooperation between national and international sports
authorities and world rulers, one can hope to improve the current situation
and promote world peace through sport.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

In today's world, modern sports have developed a significant interaction with
both domestic and international politics, leading to the belief that sports can
play a role in enhancing development, fostering peace, and resolving conflicts.
International sports (which include a mix of governmental and non-
governmental factors) are sometimes considered a suitable subject for
diplomatic discussions. Major sporting events like the Olympics and World
Cups can bring countries together and lead to closer relationships between them.
In this context, sports diplomacy shows its great effectiveness, allowing nations
to demonstrate peace, friendship, and Cooperation (Eltiaminia, 2015).

One of the motivations for governments to support sports and, in a way, to
intervene and guide it, can be seen in the fact that a country's success in the
sports arena can create credibility and prestige for that country on the
international stage. If we set aside the functions of sports in enhancing the
physical and mental health of society, which alone justifies the government's
attention to sports logically and necessary from every perspective, achieving
significant victories in various sports fields greatly impacts national pride,
strengthens national solidarity, and, most importantly, increases the credibility
and prestige of countries at the international level and in competition with other
nations (Zargar, 2015). This research aims to answer the following questions:
Does sports, as one of the components of soft power, have a positive impact on
the economic development of certain countries? Why does sport, as one of the
components of soft power, influence the convergence of countries?

Methodology

This research used a grounded theory approach to answer the research
guestions. Data collection was conducted through semi-structured interviews.
The statistical population of the study consisted of all experts, managers, and
specialists (university professors, executive managers) who interacted with the
topics of sports, peace, diplomacy, and international relations.

In the present study, after conducting 14 interviews over 6 months, data analysis
indicated that no new data was being added to the existing data; a high
percentage of the data extracted from the last interviews were repetitive.
Therefore, upon reaching theoretical saturation, the interviews were concluded.

According to the nature of the research, data collection was carried out using
two methods:

1. Library studies: These studies were conducted by referring to documents and
records and searching the internet to understand the literature and background
of the topic and to recognize the role of sports in global peace.
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2. Conducting in-depth semi-structured interviews: To carry out the interviews,
general research questions were formulated regarding three main topics: the
current status of the role of sports in global peace (causal and contextual
conditions for outlining its obstacles and challenges), strategies for achieving
the desired status, and the outcomes of designing a model for the role of sports
in global peace (positive consequences). Each interview lasted between 21 to 91
minutes, depending on the interviewee's level of engagement and knowledge of
the subject.

Results

In this research, 14 experts in the field of sports and peace participated, selected
from executive managers and faculty members in the sports department. The
participants' opinions on the current state of global peace through sports were
categorized into two sections: positive and negative, based on the reasons they
provided. According to the results, 57% believed in a positive current state,
while 43% had a negative view. Additionally, the participants' opinions on
whether sports can always lead to peace were divided into positive and negative
sections based on the reasons they provided. The results indicated that 50% of
the participants believed that sports can always contribute to global peace, while
the other 50% felt that sports do not always sustain this process.

In this model, the causal conditions include motivating or obligatory factors for
the role of sports in global peace. With this approach, factors and phenomena
considered have a causal impact on the phenomenon of sports and global peace,
taking into account their temporal precedence and obligatory conditions. Sports
and global peace, due to their broad subject matter, are influenced by various
factors related to politics, economics, management, structures, facilities, and
laws. These factors encompass various stakeholders, each of whom must
address them to improve the current situation.

Contextual conditions, as well as internal and external characteristics, are
essential for developing global peace through sports; these conditions must be
considered for the successful implementation of this process. The development
of global peace through sports should be carried out with full attention to the
institutional, economic, media, governance, cultural, social, governmental, and
legal dimensions and characteristics that underpin the current situation. It
should be noted that many issues related to sports and global peace stem from
contextual problems, which must be taken into account to achieve the desired
state.

In terms of actions and strategies, the main interventions and activities that can facilitate
the development of global peace through sports were highlighted. Based on the model
derived from this research, the development of global peace through sports has certain
requirements, and the activities in the field of sports and peace are subsets of this larger
system and cannot progress outside of it. Thus, achieving an optimal state that can be
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envisioned for the development of global peace through sports requires specific
strategies and mechanisms unique to this system. These mechanisms or actions fall into
four areas: political actions, educational actions, organizational actions, and managerial
actions. Finally, in terms of outcomes, the expected results and implications of the role
of sports in global peace were considered; outcomes that can occur as a result of
implementing the necessary processes, actions, and strategies aimed at developing
global peace through sports. All these outcomes are positive, indicating the desirability
of the role of sports in global peace.

Discussion and Conclusion

Looking at the causal factors of global peace development through sports, we will see
that the political factor, through its elements such as lobbying power, political conflicts,
support for sports, and combating corruption, can play a significant role in the growth or
lack of growth of this concept. Another important factor influencing this area is
international relations. Sports, due to having a common language among the people of
different countries, can accelerate the process of global peace. This process can be
achieved through the organization of formal and informal sporting events. The more
countries are active in the realm of international relations and interaction with other
countries, the more they can benefit from the opportunities created by hosting events,
thus gaining significant advantages for their diplomatic systems. This is because
governments, regardless of their level of democracy, always desire to present a peaceful
image on the global stage. The factor of education is also significant in the discussion of
causal factors. The best scenario is for education to start from the grassroots level so
that athletes who are going to be promoted to higher levels and be at the forefront of
sports decision-making are more familiar with the concept of peace in a deeper and
more principled manner. The next important factor is economic conditions. Continuous
support for sports increases the attractiveness of this field in the eyes of investors. A
sense of security in investment creates motivation.

This leads to the entry of investors into the sports sector, and by establishing
regulations and proper oversight and guidance, various economic benefits can be
derived from sports.
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