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Abstract

Purpose: Since futures studies was faced by the challenge of being established as a discipline, and
many of futurists insisted on the necessity of this matter for futures studies, this research is to analyses
disciplinary possibility of futures studies. Also, it is to determine its position between academic
disciplines.

Method: At first part of this research, analysing of satisfying disciplinary criteria by futures studies
from epistemological, social, and organisaional approaches was used. At second part, position of
futures studies between academic disciplines was determined through applying well-known disciplines
categories.

Findings: The results showed that futures studies include particular object of inquiry; body of
accumulated specialist knowledge; specialized theories and concepts; various practical methods;
scientific paradigms; shared discourse, language, peers, identity; and application in action. It was
identified that futures studies due to its disciplinary capabilities, can be considered as a discipline and
in disciplines categories, it is an applied and soft discipline and is posited in the broader domain of
applied social sciences.

Conclusion: While futures studies satisfies disciplinary criteria, it needs to be developed in two areas:
first one is development of its philosophical and epistemological foundations, so that it exits from its
baseless situation; second one is its academic development at different higher education levels so that
to reach its real position in academy.
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5. RAND
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1. The Clubof Rome

2. Futures

3. Foresight

4. LongRange Planning
5. Journal of Forecasting
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1. Futures

2. Strategic Foresight

3. Forecasting

4. Representing

5. Desired Futures

6. Anticipatory processes
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2. Futures Wheel
3. Methodological Chaos
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1. Predictive/Empirica

2. Cultural/Interpretative
3. Critical/Post-Structural
4. Evolutionary

5. Critical Futures Studies
6. Comtean Positivism

7. Optimistic Humanism
8. Pluralistic Humanism
9. Polling Democracy
10. Critical Pragmatism
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11. Relativistic Pragmatism
12. Democratic Anarchy

1. Criticalism

2. Constructivism

3. Participatory

4. Paradigm Shift

5. Post-Normal

6. Integral Futures

7. Singularity
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8. Secondary Futurists
1. Action Science
2. Applied Science
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3. Visionar
4. Dialogic
5. Dynamical Systems Thinking
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. University of Houston

. University of Hawaii

. Oxford University

. Swinburne University of Technology

. University of Turku

. Free University of Berlin

. Nanyang Technological University

. Tamkang University

. Lane Jennings

10. Futures

11. Technological Forecasting & Social Change
12. Foresight

13. T he First International Future Research Conference
14. World Future Society

15. World Futures Studies Federation
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1. Paradigmatic Developement
2. Anthony Biglan

3. Hard

4. Soft

5. Cumulative

6. Atomistic

7. Particularity

8. Pure

9. Applied

10. Life/Non-Life System
11. Abstract-Concrete

1. Active-Reflective

2. Academic T ribes
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3. Crystalline/Tree-Like
4. Task-Oriented

5. Reiterative

6. Holistic

7. Organic/River-Like
8. Particular

9. Complication

1. Purposive

10. Entrepreneurial
11. Cosmopolitan

4. Role-Oriented

5. Protocol/Procedure
6. Outward-Looking
7. Power-oriented
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8. Possible

9. Plausible

10. Probable

11. Preferable

12. Preposterous
13. Hermeneutics
14. Macro-History
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