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At the beginning of the 20th century, Iran and Turkey, under the influence of global
and domestic transformations, took significant steps toward modernization and the
development of transportation infrastructure. Railway stations, as physical,
functional, and cultural nodes, played a crucial role in reflecting national identity
and developmental policies. However, cultural, political, and climatic differences
between the two countries led to distinct approaches in the design and construction
of these stations. This study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of the
architectural characteristics of railway stations in Iran and Turkey from 1921 to
1978, focusing on the factors influencing design patterns and the expression of
national identity in each country. The research method is quantitative-analytical,
and data were collected through documentary and library-based sources. Within
this framework, eight selected railway stations from each country were examined
and analyzed. The findings indicate that Iranian railway stations—particularly
during the reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi—embody a blend of Persian and Western
architectural styles, emphasizing the use of local materials, climatic considerations,
and national identity. In contrast, Turkish stations—especially during the
Republican era—were shaped by influences from neoclassical, Art Nouveau, and
Turkish national architecture styles, with a stronger focus on modernism and
republican identity. The comparative analysis reveals that railway stations in both
countries function not only as infrastructural facilities but also as cultural and
political symbols. These differences reflect the divergent modernization and
development strategies pursued in Iran and Turkey.

Keywords: Iran, Turkey, Transportation, Railway Stations, Railway Station
Architecture.
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