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Abstract

In tourism, clusters, as a group of businesses and centers related to
tourism, seek to increase competitiveness and development through
cooperation and interaction. Given more than five decades of studies
on tourism clusters and regional development and the lack of a
comprehensive review of previous research, the main goal of this
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research is to conduct a quantitative review of these studies using
bibliometric analysis tools. In this regard, articles related to this topic
from 1988 to 2024 were reviewed, and knowledge mapping and
performance analysis were performed on 333 articles in VVos viewer
software. The findings showed that the number of published articles
was the highest during the past decade, and authors such as Jackson
and Murphy had the highest scientific citations. Also, word co-
occurrence analysis revealed five research clusters whose core
keywords include tourism, cluster analysis, regional planning,
competitiveness, and tourism development.

Keywords: Tourism Clusters, Regional Development, Competitive
Advantage, Scientometrics

Introduction

Tourism clusters are a group of tourism centers, suppliers, service
providers, and tourism-related enterprises formed in a special
geographical area as a result of two-way interactions and a testimony
to the two-way dependence of urban and rural areas in tourism and
their central role in development. They are regional. The central role
of these clusters in facilitating innovation processes, strengthening
competitiveness, and promoting the sustainability of development in
various spatial areas doubles the necessity of conducting deeper
research in this area. In this regard, the comparative study and
bibliography of the conducted research help identify research trends
and existing knowledge gaps and provide a road map for prioritizing
future research and developing more comprehensive theoretical
models. However, despite the research conducted in the last four
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decades, no comprehensive research has been conducted on the
studies conducted in the field of tourism clusters and regional
development. Therefore, this research identifies the trends and
characteristics of the knowledge produced in this field through a
comprehensive review of previous research using bibliometric
analysis.

Literature Review

Tourism clusters are a group of tourism centers, suppliers, service
providers, and enterprises related to tourism, which are formed in a
special geographical area as a result of two-way interactions and
testify to the two-way dependence of urban and rural areas in the field
of tourism and their central role in regional development. The concept
of clusters and its role in regional development throughout history and
in various societies have been considered in various ways. In the past,
many thinkers and researchers have studied and analyzed these two
concepts. In the meantime, Mike Douglas's regional network theory
has been recognized as a robust analytical framework in regional
development by emphasizing the value of spatial links, the formation
of clusters arising from them, and the role of clusters in the formation
and development of regions. Based on this theory, regional
development results from complex interactions between the
components of a spatial organization that are organized in the
framework of clusters and spatial networks. Meanwhile, the concept
of clusters, as one of the key concepts in the network theory of "Mike
Douglas," under the influence of the theories of people like "Ricardo
and Porter™” by creating synergies and interactions between rural and
urban tourism centers and other stakeholders in this range, creates
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competitive advantages and in turn, it accelerates economic growth
and regional development.

Methodology

Researchers analyzed the science production process in tourism
clusters and regional development using bibliometric methods. They
conducted an extensive search in the Scopus database from 1988 to
2024 using keywords related to tourism and regional development
clusters to collect data. After removing irrelevant articles and articles
in non-English language, 333 articles were selected for analysis. The
data extracted from these articles were analyzed using Vosviewer
software, one of the most powerful network analysis and bibliometric
data visualization tools.

Results

The analysis of the co-authorship network of research related to
tourism clusters and regional development shows the exponential
growth of this research field since 1988. The year 2021 has been the
peak of publications in this field. Jackson's document in 2006 is
recognized as the most influential document in this field, and the
Journal of Sustainability has the highest number of citations.
Geographical analysis of publications shows that Australia, China,
and the United States are the main centers of science production in
this field. Li, Chong-Xing, and Shi, Pi-Feng are recognized as the
most cited authors in this field. Synonym analysis also shows that this
field mainly focuses on five principal axes: 1. The relationship
between tourism and regional development; 2. The role of innovation
and marketing in tourism and development; 3. Cluster and spatial
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analysis in tourism; 4. Competitiveness in tourism management; and
5. The role of industrial clusters in increasing competitiveness has
been concentrated.

Discussion

Analysis of the co-authorship network of research related to tourism
clusters and regional development shows the significant growth of
research activities in this field. 2021 has been the peak of this research
activity, registering 52 studies. The central core of this research
network is formed around the key concepts of "tourism clusters” and
"regional development.” However, the semantic network analysis
shows that concepts such as "competitive advantage” and "tourism
marketing" are emerging as central concepts. These results from the
semantic network analyses indicate the recent developments in
research in this field and the efforts of researchers to gain a deeper
understanding of the mechanisms of creating a sustainable
competitive advantage in tourism destinations and the role of
marketing in developing tourism clusters.

Conclusion

The analysis of the growing trend of research related to tourism
clusters and regional development indicates the increasing importance
of this field of study in the research literature. The recent focus of
researchers on the central role of tourism clusters in promoting
regional competitiveness and its development consequences has
turned this field into one of the principal axes of tourism development
studies. Recent research findings show that at the international level,
spatial planning approaches are widely considered a practical



Spring 2025 | No. 69 | Vol. 20| Tourism Management Studies | 46

framework for guiding and organizing tourism development at
different scales and are recognized as a key factor in achieving tourism
development.
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