Faculty of Social Sciences

ISSN: 2538-5046
E- ISSN: 2980-8685

Sociology of Art and Literature (JSAL)
Home page: http://jsal.ut.ac.ir

The Impact of the Grand Discourse of '""Returning to Oneself" on the
Formation of '""The Myth of Legitimate Architecture' in Contemporary

Mohamadreza Vaezi'™

Iran

| Hamed Abedini®" |

1. Department of Architecture, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Khatam University, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: mohamadrezavaezil992@gmail.com
2. Department of Architecture, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Khatam University, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: ha.abedini@khatam.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received 8 September 2023

Received in revised form

19 June 2024

Accepted 9 July 2024

Published online 15 March
2025

Keywords:

Discourse making,
Legitimacy in Architecture,
Contemporary Architecture of
Iran, Retrospect,

Constructed Identity

The following article is formed around a fundamental question related to the architecture
of the last century in Iran: Why do the projects that refer to the past, have more legitimacy
in the eyes of experts and political powers of this era? This question requires sociological
research in cultural, social, political, and epistemological fields. In the research process, a
subject entitled "returning to oneself through reference to the past", stands out as a grand-
discourse that has taken over the intellectual environment of society. Like a powerful
center of gravity, this grand-discourse has guided Iran's social and political atmosphere to
produce retrospective micro-discourses by the three political powers present in this era,
and its power has brought modernity and modernism under its control. meanwhile,
architecture, as a medium to convey this message to society, has been involved in this
retrospect, and the pervasiveness of this view has turned it into a mythical reference for
obtaining maximum legitimacy, the heaviness of this issue narrows the space for the
emergence of other discourses and marginalized their capacities. This fundamental and
theoretical research, with a systematic study of the concepts arising from the productive
discourse of power in society, based on a critical analysis, has gone to the inner levels of
power relations in Iran in the last century to get a clear picture of how to present the rise
of "the myth of legitimate architecture” in contemporary Iranian architecture.
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