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Abstract

Background and Aim: Mirza Malkam Khan-e- Nazemodoleh, was an influential stateman who had effective role
in dominant political power on one hand, and was an idealistic intellectual who followed changing the status quo
and idea of moving Iran toward progress and development on the other. The paradoxical sketch and even
antithetical, is the result of his ambiguous role-playing in two different spheres of acting and thinking. In this
way, the aim of this research is to explain the relationship between his political actions and his thoughts.

Data and Method: The theoretical framework of the research is positivism, mainly of August Comte. A
qualitative content analysis is used to serve the purpose of the research. According to the research method and
based on the conceptual framework and Malkam’s works, fundamental categories are extracted such as:
“historical determinism and universalism”, “the idea of progress”, “scientism”, “the centrality of order and laws”,
“division of labor and specialization”, “elitism and bureaucracy”. The validity and reliability are achieved by
selecting appropriate theoretical framework and formulating in-exclusive categories.

Findings: All elements of the fundamental categories, which are included in the positivism of Comte, could
strongly be traced in Malkam Khan thoughts. Therefore, he can be seen as a follower of Comtean positivistic
tradition, seeking to address Iran’s underdevelopment through this lens.

Conclusion: Malkam Khan’s duality can be traced in his intellectual alignment with European positivistic
tradition, especially the ideas of Agust Comte. This influence is evident in his political and social orientations,
including his advocacy for foreign concessions and commitment to the principles of modern civilization.

Keywords: Mirza Malkam Khan-e- Nazemodoleh, August Comte, Positivism, Social development and changes,
Historical sociology of Iran.

Key Message: Positivist thought in Iran extended beyond Malkam Khan, influencing other social and political
actors of his era and shaping Iran’s intellectual and political landscape. These insights not only shed light on a
part of Iran’s intellectual history but can also contribute to a better understanding of the role of Western thought
in contemporary Iran’s social and political changes.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
The intellectual awakening in Iran began with the initial contact between Iranian elites with

Western civilization in the 19th century. Through this contact, Iranian elites became aware of
their country’s decline compared to Western societies. This was the first spark of a new
historical consciousness among Iranian elites. Many of them attributed the West's
advancement to its industries, factories, banks, infrastructure, and similar developments,
concluding that Iran’s path to progress lay in forging economic contracts with Western
nations. However, the outcomes of these contracts often led to unexpected consequences,
resulting in Iran’s dependency on foreign powers.

Amidst this backdrop, some intellectuals were influenced by modern socio-political theories
such as positivism and liberalism, which they used to justify these contracts. Among these
theories, positivism emerged as the most effective in explaining the disparities between Iran
and the West, while also offering potential solutions. Some of these intellectuals also held
political authority, including figures like Mirza Hossein Khan-e-Sepahsalar, Mirza Yosof Khan-
e-Mostasharodoleh, and Mirza Malkam Khan-e-Nazemodoleh.

Mirza Malkam Khan-e-Nazemodoleh is perhaps the most intriguing and enigmatic figure
among Iranian intellectuals of the past two centuries. He was both an influential statesman
deeply embedded in the political power structure and at the same time, an idealistic
intellectual committed to transforming Iran’s status quo and driving its development. This
paradoxical duality arises from his ambiguous roles in both action and thought. This research
aims to explore the relationship between his political actions and his intellectual framework.

Methods and Data
The conceptual framework of this research is grounded in positivism, primarily that of

Auguste Comte, and employs qualitative content analysis as its methodological approach.
Based on this framework and an examination of Malkam Khan’s works, fundamental
categories such as “historical determinism and universalism,” “the idea of progress,”
“scientism,” “the centrality of order and laws,” “division of labor and specialization,” and
“elitism and bureaucracy” have been extracted. These categories were explored in Malkam
Khan’s writings through a comparative analysis with the works of Auguste Comte and other
European positivist thinkers. For this purpose, ten texts from Malkam Khan'’s writings were
selected, and all relevant paragraphs, statements, and phrases were analyzed. The validity and
reliability of the study were ensured through the selection of an appropriate theoretical
framework and the formulation of inclusive categories.

| 354 Journal of Social Continuity & Change




Eslam / Iranian Positivism: Mirza Makam K han-e- Nazemodoleh ...

Findings

All el%aments of the fundamental categories associated with Comtean positivism are clearly
evident in Malkam Khan’s thoughts. Therefore, he can be viewed as a follower of Comte’s
positivist tradition, seeking to address Iran’s underdevelopment through this lens. His
optimistic outlook on economic contracts and political relationships with Western nations is
deeply rooted in his positivist approach.

Conclusion and Discussion
The roots of Malkam Khan’s duality can be traced to his intellectual influences, primarily

European positivism, particularly the ideas of Auguste Comte. Therefore, many of his
activities—such as his involvement in economic contracts with foreign entities and his pursuit
of the principles of modern civilization—should be analyzed through the lens of his
intellectual framework, along with his personal motivations.

[t is worth noting that Mirza Malkam Khan had a deeper understanding of modern Western
civilization than other Iranian intellectuals due to his extensive and profound studies of
Western modernity. However, the results of his efforts did not contribute to Iran’s progress or
development. While this paper focuses on Mirza Malkam Khan, its conclusions can be applied
to other social and political actors, both contemporary with him and those who followed.
Unlike Malkam Khan, however, these individuals were not directly influenced by positivist
thought.
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