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: Abstract

: Walter Benjamin, a German thinker from Frankfurt School, had a specific view
¢ on art. In "The work of art in the age of technical reproduction™ he states that
: the work of art had a cult value in the past, however it has found new functions
i in modern era by emphasizing its exhibition value; cinema is a privileged
. instance. Movie can become a mass art comparing to any other art. Hence, the
: whole mass is promoted to the position of critic and interpreter. On the other
: hand, Abbas Kiarostami is an influential filmmaker who engages the spectators
: for his film's interpretation. This paper investigates the hermeneutics from the
: perspectives of Benjamin and Kiarostami separately. The objective of this study
: is to assess the possible similarities between them concerning hermeneutics. The
: study is conducted in a descriptive-analytical method using library resources.
: The results illustrate that according to Benjamin, "truth is the death of
¢ intention", so the author's intention is invalid and hermeneutics can reveal new
¢ truths. The same view can be generalized to artwork interpretation. Kiarostami
¢ insists on the hermeneutical nature of cinema and believes that the audience
: should give meaning to the film. He believes in an incomplete cinema that is
: completed by the viewer's creative imagination. Thus, after the end of the movie,
¢ we suddenly encounter many movies. The conclusion is that there are common
: aspects about hermeneutics between both views, but this would never mean that
: Kiarostami deliberately follows Benjamin's path.
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A reflection on Abbas Kiarostami's cinema from the perspective of Walter Benjamin's hermeneutic

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Art plays an essential role in Walter Benjamin's
thoughts and forms the basis of most of his works.
In "The work of art in the age of technical
reproduction™ he describes the position and function
of the work of art in this era compared to the
previous era. The function of work of art in the age
of technical reproduction has changed to the
exhibition value, while it was cult value before the
technical reproduction era. Cinema and photography
are privileged instances for this phenomenon.
Benjamin believed that art should be experienced in
its original form, without any preconceived notions
or interpretations imposed upon it. He emphasized
the importance of experiencing art in person, rather
than through reproductions or secondary sources.
On the other side, Benjamin develops his
hermeneutics theory in a completely personal way:
hermeneutics is always a reflection on human
perception, a reflection on the quality and verity of
interpretation. Regarding cinema, he holds that since
it is @ mass art, the audience actively participates in
its understanding and interpretation. Another side of
this survey is investigating Abbas Kiarostami's view
concerning hermeneutics. Kiarostami's approach to
film-making is valuing the audience to interpret the
movie. Even in his dramas, he uses documentary
scenes to demonstrate the audience his interventions
and interpretations of the truth.

2- Methods

The study is conducted in a descriptive-analytical
method using library and documentary resources.
The body of article is divided into two parts. In the
first one, the objective is to outline the general
notion of hermeneutics from Benjamin's viewpoint.
In the second part, we deal with Kiarostami to
review his movies and analyze his approach to
interpretation. The research process included
perusing Benjamin's existing literature in the field of
hermeneutics, meanwhile investigating Kiarostami's
opinions on hermeneutics through his interviews
and movies. First the opinions of Benjamin and
Kiarostami about hermeneutics were separately
described, and then they were analyzed to point out
the aligned elements in their thoughts. This has been
done through the review of literature, interviews,
reviews, and especially the filmmaker's movies. All
the Kiarostami's movies were seen and the data
analysis in Kiarostami's section was generalized to
his entire cinema. By extracting the notions from

theory

resources, finally a general structure was obtained
by adaptation of Kiarostami's thought on Walter
Benjamin's fundamental idea about hermeneutics.

3- Findings

Benjamin's hermeneutics concept has theological
origin. According to Benjamin, all texts are sacred
because they are independent and autonomous; they
are not independent of history, but like the Scripture,
they are independent of the author's intention as well
as a unique interpretation. Every thinker's attitude of
mind brings about just one of countless possibilities.
The reader will determine to provide other
possibilities. Hence, every text is written by both the
writer and the reader. All these originate from his
key point that "truth is the death of intention".
Benjamin's attention to the invalidity of the author's
intention and the significance of multiple revisions
on artwork to discover meanings reveals Benjamin's
hermeneutical view towards meaning disclosure.
According to Benjamin, cinema is a mass art that
arises from the masses of people and there is a
possibility of interpretation for each person. By
watching the movie, the whole mass is promoted to
the position of critic and by paying attention to the
subject of the artwork, it becomes a critic of its own
social life. This process can lead to hermeneutics.
The work of art is always in timeless era and can be
interpreted at any time. Interpretation becomes the
existence condition of every future critic.
Interpretation is always reflection on human
understanding, reflection on the quality and
truthness of interpretation.

In Kiarostami's cinema, the film frame is not a real
frame. The real frame is set somewhere else; an
invisible frame that will be born from the structure
of the film. Kiarostami creates an interval between
two frames that is related to the viewer's
interpretation; a new frame that takes the viewer into
the story, as seen in the Koker trilogy. He believes
that cinema is completed with the creative mind of
the audience. In addition, Kiarostami's use of
simple, everyday settings and situations in his
movies can be seen as a reflection of Benjamin's
belief in the potential for art to reveal hidden truths
about society and human experience. By focusing on
seemingly mundane moments and interactions,
Kiarostami invites viewers to see the beauty and
complexity in the ordinary, echoing Benjamin's idea
that art has the power to transform our
understanding of the world around us. In the present
article, by analyzing most of Kiarostami's movies,
such as the Koker trilogy, Certified Copy, Taste of
Cherry, etc., we found an emphasis on the
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significance of interpretation which seems to be in
harmony with Benjamin's view.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

There is no doubt that Benjamin's hermeneutics
theory incepted from a theological basis, but he
generalized it to literature and even art. Besides,
Benjamin considers that the artwork should be
examined not only in relation to the time of its
creation, but also in relation to the present time. This
point confirms Benjamin's emphasis on countless
interpretations of the work. Simply put, this study
explores the traces of Benjamin's mindset about
hermeneutics in Kiarostami's movies and the
reflection of the main elements of Benjamin's theory
can be seen in Kiarostami's approach to film making.
On the other hand, Kiarostami emphasizes the
necessity of creative participation of the viewer to
prevent the death of the audience and the movie. He
calls the audience to be an active participant instead
of a passive observer. The common characteristic of
both ideas concerning hermeneutics is to accentuate
the role of audiences and their active participation in
the interpretation of the artwork. As a consequence,
both of them believe that the movie audience can
interpret the movie and depending on the number of
viewers, different interpretations can potentially
arise.  Overall, Kiarostami's films embody
Benjamin's idea about art, offering a unique
perspective on hermeneutics and the transformative

theory

power of artistic expression. However, in spite of
evident affinities between Kiarostami and
Benjamin, we may say that Kiarostami was not
necessarily influenced by Benjamin's thought.
Finally, we concluded that all the affinities might be
just coincidence. Proving that Kiarostami was fully
influenced by Benjamin requires conclusive
evidence and further researches in the future,
because this survey intended just to point out some
similarities between them.
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