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Salwa Al Bana (b. 1948) is a modern Palestinian short story writer and a follower of
Islam. In her four stories— ‘Ushshaq Najmah (The Lovers of Najmah), Hidha’ Sahib
al-Sa‘adah (The Shoe of His Excellency), Imra’ah Kharij al-Zaman (A Woman
Outside of Time), and al- ‘Amirah ‘Ariis al-Layl (The Bride of the Night)—she draws
upon both the conventions of modernist storytelling and an Islamic perspective. The
stories are characterized by the limitation of narrative perspective through modern
narrators, the depiction of emotion, the omission or alteration of elements from
traditional plots, the use of metaphor and metonymy, non-linear narration and the
disruption of chronological order, conciseness in form and narrative style, and the
foregrounding of style itself. In ‘Ushshdq Najmah and al- ‘Amiirah ‘Ariis al-Layl, Al
Bana makes extensive use of symbolism and rhetorical devices typical of modern
fiction, while in Imra’ah Kharij al-Zaman the focus is on breaking temporal and spatial
continuity and employing brevity as a central narrative technique. In Hidha’ Sahib al-
Sa ‘adah, the author utilizes irony and satire to articulate the social and political
suffering of the Palestinian people. As a Muslim, Al Bana incorporates descriptions
and themes that imbue her works with an Islamic character.

Research Questions:

1. How is symbolism evaluated in the four stories: ‘Ushshag Najmah, Hidha’
Sahib al-Sa ‘adah, Imra’ah Kharij al-Zaman, and al- ‘Amiirah "Ariis al-Layl?

2. How does Salwa al Bana address the social and political struggles of the
Palestinian people in these stories?

Research Objectives:

1. To analyze the literary and structural techniques employed in the four stories:
‘Ushshaq Najmah, Hidha’ Sahib al-Sa ‘adah, Imra’ah Kharij al-Zaman, and
al- ‘Amiarah ‘Aris al-Layl.

2. To examine how social and political issues in Palestine are addressed from the
perspective of a female author.
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Introduction

In literary works with an Islamic approach, several issues are considered. Among these
is the Islamic perspective on human beings, which includes topics such as the essence
of humanity and the origin of creation, human free will and choice, the capacity for
education and self-cultivation, and the power of expression that enables reflection on
the creation of the heavens, the earth, and even oneself. Poets and writers, taking these
concepts into account, structure the themes and compositions of their works
accordingly. Another important aspect in the Islamic view of humanity is the
responsibility humans bear for their actions, which entails receiving reward or
punishment. This sense of accountability fosters awareness and vigilance, steering
individuals away from transgressions, following base desires, and committing injustice.
Furthermore, the Islamic perspective assigns a paramount duty to humans: sincere
worship of God. Regarding the Islamic worldview of existence, it is emphasized that
the universe is created by God and serves a specific purpose. This understanding
encourages humans to seek a meaningful goal behind every phenomenon in existence.
According to this view, the universe operates under divine decree, with all phenomena
governed by a divine law, administered by God’s wisdom and providence. Ultimately,
all that exists is subject to human dominion and intended for human benefit.

The Islamic perspective on life holds that worldly existence is a divine test, and
temporal blessings are transient and should not be regarded as ultimate goals or sources
of pride. Instead, humans must constantly remember the purpose for which they were
created and the trial inherent in their existence, recognizing that earthly life is fleeting
while the hereafter is eternal.

Salwa Al Bana, a contemporary Palestinian Muslim writer, employs a modern narrative
style in her stories ‘Ushshaq Najmah (The Lovers of Najmah), Hidha’ Sahib al-Sa ‘adah
(The Shoe of His Excellency), al- ‘Amiirah ‘Ariis al-Layl (The Bride of the Night), and
Imra’ah Kharij al-Zaman (A Woman Outside of Time). She incorporates features and
theories associated with modernist storytelling. Since Islam consistently calls its
followers to uphold certain ethical and educational principles in both speech and action,
this Palestinian author, influenced by Islamic teachings, uses her works—especially the
four mentioned stories—as a platform to express her religious influence and to attract
Muslim readers more deeply toward literature. Characterization, setting, plot, and
dialogue—fundamental elements of storytelling—are presented in a modern style in
these four stories by Salwa Al Bana. The term “lyric short story” was first coined by
American critic and writer Conrad Aiken in 1921 in a review of a short story collection
by the renowned New Zealand author Katherine Mansfield. Subsequently, in 1969,
critic Eileen Baldwschwiler expanded on this theory in an article titled “A History of



the Lyric Short Story.” Baldwschwiler categorizes narratives broadly into two groups:
epic and lyric. Susan Ferguson’s theory of the modern short story complements and
supports the perspectives of Baldwschwiler and Charles May on this topic.

In ‘Ushshdaq Najmah and al- ‘Amiirah ‘Ariis al-Layl, symbolism is employed; in Hidha’
Sahib al-Sa ‘adah, satire and metaphor are prominent; and in /mra ’ah Kharij al-Zaman,
the breaking of temporal and spatial continuity—a hallmark of modern storytelling—is
central. This study aims to analyze the narrative style of these four stories by Salwa Al
Bana according to modern literary theories and perspectives.

Conclusion

3

Salwa Al Bana, in her four stories ‘Ushshaq al-Najmah (The Lovers of Najmah), Hidha
Sahib al-Sa ‘adah (The Shoe of His Excellency), Imra’ah Kharij al-Zaman (A Woman
Outside of Time), and al- ‘Amiirah ‘Aris al-Layl (The Bride of the Night), adheres to
the defining characteristics of modern short stories, including both lyric and
impressionistic styles, similar to other modernist writers. The events and incidents in
these stories are filtered through the subjective consciousness of the narrators, and the
disruption of linear chronological order reflects an impressionistic portrayal of the
narrators’ psychological turmoil and unrest.

In ‘Ushshaq al-Najmah, symbolism, metaphor, and metonymy hold a prominent place,
as they do in al-‘Amiirah ‘Ariis al-Layl. The collection Hidha’ Sahib al-Sa ‘adah
employs a satirical and metaphorical language rich in irony and allegory, a feature
identified by Susan Ferguson as characteristic of modernist storytelling. In Imra’ah
Kharij al-Zaman, the breaking of temporal and spatial continuity—recognized by
Eileen Baldwschwiler and other theorists as a hallmark of modern short stories—is a
central technique.

Moreover, as a Muslim writer, Al Bana integrates Islamic teachings into the thematic
expression of these stories. For instance, her use of satire and irony can be understood
as an application of the Islamic concept of tagiyya (prudential dissimulation).
Additionally, her modesty in language and careful selection of words appropriate to the
sensibilities of her readership further demonstrate her adherence to Islamic ethical
principles.

The narrative style of these four works by the renowned Palestinian author Salwa Al
Bana aligns with impressionistic storytelling, wherein the plot is crafted with great
economy—each episode plays an essential role in elucidating the story’s meaning and
would be omitted if redundant. The language is concise, and the prose structure



approaches poetic form. To avoid excessive length, the author employs brevity and
rhetorical devices characteristic of poetic language, thereby enhancing the narrative’s
stylistic refinement.
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