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2025 Findings:

- Classical administrative law emphasizes state sovereignty, separation of powers, judicial
review, and the growth of administrative institutions, remaining a cornerstone of governance.

Keywords: - Modern administrative law has emerged in response to socioeconomic and political

Administrative law, transformations, enhancing governmental efficiency through new institutions and

government, classical, modern, ~ technological integration. - _ o

market. - While both systems aim to regulate state-citizen relations and safeguard individual and
collective rights, modern administrative law demonstrates greater adaptability to societal
needs.

Conclusion : Administrative law persists as a fundamental pillar of governance in both

classical and modern forms. Whereas classical administrative law adheres to traditional
frameworks and judicial oversight, its modern counterpart embraces innovation to improve
efficiency and responsiveness. These developments underscore the necessity for
administrative law to evolve dynamically, aligning with societal and technological changes to
effectively fulfill its regulatory and governance objectives.

Cite this article: Karami Moghadam, Abdi, Rasoul, Hossein (2025). An analytical-descriptive reading in modern administrative
law with a look at the foundations and principles of classical administrative law, Modern Research in Islamic
Humanities Studies, 6 (3), 289-296. http//doi.org/ 10.22034/AP1.2025.724874

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Lorestan.
DOI: http//doi.org/ 10.22034/AP1.2025.724874



mailto:Karami.R@lu.ac.ir
mailto:h.abdi@sccr.ir

=
Modern Research in Islamic Humanities Studies, Year 3, Issue 6, Fall and Winter 2025 \[ZG\I

Purpose :This study undertakes a comprehensive analytical-descriptive examination of modern
administrative law while contextualizing its evolution through the foundational principles of
classical administrative law. The primary objective is to delineate the transformative trajectory
of administrative law from its classical roots—characterized by state sovereignty, hierarchical
governance, and judicial oversight—to its modern incarnation, which emphasizes transparency,
citizen participation, and adaptive governance in response to globalization and technological
advancements. By juxtaposing these two paradigms, the research aims to elucidate how
administrative law balances state authority with individual rights in contemporary governance
systems .

Research Methodology :Employing a qualitative analytical-descriptive approach, this paper

synthesizes primary and secondary sources, including legal texts, historical documents, and
scholarly commentaries from both classical and modern perspectives. The analysis is structured
around three core dimensions :

1 .Conceptual Foundations: Examining key principles of classical administrative law (e.g.,
separation of powers, state sovereignty) and their reinterpretation in modern contexts .
2 .Historical Evolution: Tracing the shift from 18th—19th century bureaucratic models to 21st-
century participatory frameworks, influenced by globalization and digitalization .
3 .Comparative Analysis: Contrasting classical and modern administrative law through criteria
such as transparency, accountability, and citizen-state dynamics .
Case studies from France (birthplace of classical administrative law) and contemporary global
institutions (e.g., EU regulatory bodies) illustrate these transitions .

Findings

1 .Classical Administrative Law: Pillars and Limitations

-State-Centric Governance: Rooted in the 18th—19th century, classical administrative law
prioritized state sovereignty, with governments exercising power through rigid bureaucratic
hierarchies. France’s Conseil d’Etat epitomized this model, emphasizing judicial review to curb
administrative excesses while maintaining state dominance

-Key Features :

- Separation of Powers: Strict division between legislative, executive, and judicial functions
- Judicial Oversight: Specialized administrative courts ensured legality but limited public
participation

- Rule by Decree: Citizens were passive subjects, with minimal avenues to challenge state
actions

2 .Modern Administrative Law: Paradigm Shifts

-Citizen-Centric Reforms: The 20th century saw administrative law evolve toward inclusivity,
driven by :

- Globalization: Transnational institutions (e.g., UN, EU) eroded traditional state boundaries,
necessitating adaptable legal frameworks

- Technological Disruption: Digital governance tools (e.g., e-governance platforms) enhanced
transparency and public engagement

- Public-Private Hybrids: Outsourcing state functions to private entities blurred sectoral lines,
demanding new regulatory approaches

-Core Innovations :
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- Participatory Governance: Citizens now influence policymaking via consultations and rights
to information

- Dynamic Regulation: Flexible frameworks replace rigid hierarchies, accommodating rapid
socio-economic changes

3 .Critical Distinctions Between Classical and Modern Systems

|Criterion | Classical Model | Modern Model |

|[Power Focus | State sovereignty | Individual rights and public interest |
[Transparency | Limited; state secrecy prevails | Mandatory disclosure and open data policies |
|Accountability | Internal judicial review | Multi-stakeholder oversight (NGOs, media | (
|Citizen Role | Passive subjects | Active participants in decision-making |

Conclusion :This study reveals that while classical and modern administrative law diverge in
methodology, they converge in their ultimate goal: to reconcile state authority with individual
freedoms. Classical law’s emphasis on order and hierarchy laid the groundwork for moder

n innovations, which address globalization and democratization through adaptive, transparent
mechanisms. The synthesis of these paradigms—retaining classical legal safeguards while
integrating modern participatory tools—offers a blueprint for equitable governance .

Policy Implications: Legislators and administrators must :

1 .Harmonize Traditions and Innovations: Embed classical principles (e.g., rule of law) within
modern frameworks .

2 .Strengthen Cross-Border Collaboration: Adapt administrative systems to transnational
challenges .

3 .Empower Civic Engagement: Institutionalize public participation in regulatory processes to
enhance legitimacy .

Keywords: Administrative law, classical vs. modern governance, rule of law, citizen
participation, globalization
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