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Accepted: 2024/09/17 inequality, injustice, and marginalizing the oppressed person with
unpleasant consequences for the individual and the society. The purpose
of this study is to address the issue of domination as one of the obstacles
to the growth and development of women’s capabilities and their
participation in the development of society and politics. The liberal
philosopher, John Stuart Mill (1806- 1873) condemned the domination of
men over women in his book "The Subjection of Women" and considered
laws and institutions to be involved in this process. But most of the
selected communitarians in this study (Alasdir Maclntyre, Charles Taylor,
Michael Walzer and Martha Nussbaum) relate domination with the
enjoyment of social goods. Therefore, from the point of view of the
selected communitarians, this article examines Mill's opinion about
gender domination.

Methods: As qualitative research, this study uses hermeneutic method of
Quentin Skinner. Skinner considers the intention of the author and his/her
social context. He believes that the main duty of the interpreter is to prove
the meaning of the text, and the meaning can not be obtained simply by

Use your device to scan
and read the article online

DOL:
10.71801/JZV].2025.1174364

Keywords: reading the text, but to achieve it, one must go beyond or below the literary
John Stuart Mill, = level of the text, and discover the motivations and intentions of the author.
Communitarians, Gender - Findings: Michael Walzer prioritizes social ties and morality to laws and
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Attemptes are made to extend Walzer's view to the other selected
communitarians, because their intellectual backgrounds are similar. The
findings show these efforts have been effective, but Martha Nussbaum's
ideas are different from them; because of her different reading of Aristotle.
Nussbaum'’s Ideas are close to that of John Stuart Mill, who recommends
amendment of laws and institutions to remove gender domination.
Nussbaum recommends specific policies and legal rights to ensure equal
abilities for women.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The discussion about how should be the
relationship between men and women in the
family, society, or in production-economic
systems, etc., has a long history and different
opinions have been presented in this regard.
But the prevailing discourse is that women are
facing various forms of domination and
exploitation globally in different fields.
Therefore, understanding the reasons for the
continuation of women's oppression and
putting an end to various forms of domination
over women were placed on the agenda of
feminist movements. The first wave of
feminism was heavily influenced by the liberal
ideas presented by writers and thinkers such
as Mary Wollstonecraft and John Stuart Mill.
Therefore, Mill's ideas in the book "The
Subjection of Women" have attracted many
opinions since its publication (1869). He
condemned the domination of men over
women and unlike communitarians who
consider social goods, linked the cause of
domination to the insufficiency of laws and
institutions (15). In our country, the study of
gender domination has always had a special
place in the women's studies, and attentions
have also been paid to the works of John Stuart
Mill. Considering the problems that still exist
regarding gender domination, this research is
conducted to study the causes of domination
from these two points of view.

Research Method and Theoretical
framework

The research is qualitative research.
Therefore, with the use of Quentin Skinner's
model, we have analyzed John Stuart Mill's
point of view on gender domination through
the attitudes of the selected communitarians.
In Skinner's hermeneutic model, meaning
cannot be obtained from the text and context
alone. He believes that the main task of the
interpreter is to understand the intention of
the author and his/her relevant social context

(17). In addition, Skinner’s recommendations
have been followed in this study to get the
results. For example, Skinner advises to
interpret specific beliefs by placing them in the
context of other beliefs (28). So, first of all
Michael Walzer’s view of the involvement of
social goods in the creation of domination has
been extended to the other communitarians
and then, with this point of view, John Stuart
Mill's ideas of gender domination are
examined.

The theoretical framework is a combined
framework. It is based on the
communitarianism approach and Hegle's
theory on domination. The use of a combined
theory to study the process of dominance can
better explain and specify the causes of this
phenomenon. We will also use Hegel's triple
dialectical method to show the contradictions
between these two different ideas.

Findings

According to Mill in the book “The Subjection
of Women”, the phenomenon of slavery has
apparently disappeared, but its system has
remained and converted to law in the name of
justice (15). However, Michael Walzer
prioritizes social ties and morality to laws and
institutions and relates domination to social
goods (34). The researcher’s attempts to
extend Walzer's view to the other
communitarians except Nussbaum were
successful  because  their intellectual
backgrounds are similar. However,
Nussbaum'’s opinion is different from other
communitarians, because of her different
reading of Aristotle. Her beliefs are close to
that of John Stuart Mill.

To show the findings, Hegel’s triple method
has been used to evoke concepts such as
controversy, self-awareness and conflicts in
the ideas of the selected communitarians and
John Stuart Mill.
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Table 1: The dialectic of the opinions of John Stuart Mill and the selected communitarians on (gender)
domination (created by the researcher).

Thesis

Antithesis

Synthesis

John Stuart Mill

Considers laws and institutions to be
involved in the domination of men
over women.

Walzer

Considers social goods like familial
reputation, landed wealth, capital,
education, divine grace and state
power as the causes of domination.

In addition to laws and institutions,
J. S. Mill confirms the role of
wealth, and class in the emergence
of domination.

Women should influence laws and
institutions by improving their
knowledge and skills.

Taylor

The rule of modern life and
instrumental rationality in order to
achieve more profit is the cause of
human slavery.

Taylor considers both advantages
and disadvantages of modernity.

Considers  the unequal laws
regarding women as arising from the
traditions.

Maclintyre

Blieves in narratives and traditions
and considers the emotional self and
the rule of modern life as the causes
of domination.

Post-modern feminists have
defended some  aspects  of
communitarian s’ ideas that are
based on traditions and consider
them more suitable for women's
conditions.

He agrees with the traditional
division of home labor between man
and woman.

Nussbaum

Unequal social and political
conditions give women unequal
human capabilities and are the
causes of domination. Moreover,
there is no basis that men and
women should play different roles or
human performance in different
fields

Post-modern feminists consider
traditional labor division more
suitable for women’s conditions.

Communitarians/Liberals
The two sides are arguing

Communitarians/Liberals
The two sides are arguing

Communitarians/Liberals
The dialectical conflict is still going
on

Discussion and conclusion

Unlike John Stuart Mill who sees the problem
in the laws and institutions as the causes of
domination of men over women, Walzer
believes in social goods and Maclntyre
considers the emotional self and the rule of
modern life and Taylor also considers the rule
of modern life as the sources of domination.
But despite their statements about
domination, MacIntyre and Taylor in their
writings believe that we are what we have
inherited and our community and family have
brought us (12, 33). This study has attempted
to extend Walzer's view to the other
communitarians, and then with this point of

view has examined Mill’s approach to gender
domination. As findings reveal except
Nussbaum, other communitarians give
priority to the social goods. Nussbaum sees the
problem in the amendment of social and
political conditions to promote the capabilities
of women (21). Therefore, with this point of
view Taylor and MacIntyre like Walzer
emphasize on social ties and goods and ignor
the role of laws and institutions in domination.
It can be concluded that the selected
communitarians except Nussbaum do not
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have much faith in laws and institutions, and
contrary to Mill, they consider social goods
to be involved in domination. It seems that
Nussbaum's opinion is closer to that of John
Stuart Mill. Moreover, some of the problems
of women go back to deep- rooted
stuructures, which can not be easily solved by
changing laws and reforming institutions.
But having social goods along with
protective laws and institutions can improve
the status of women
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