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Abstract

The concept of the Univocal meaning of Being is a fundamental topic in Islamic
philosophy, which has drawn attention from many Islamic philosophers. This article
critically analyzes the arguments for the theory of Univocal meaning of existence
put forward by philosophers. According to critics of this theory the existing evidence
is insufficient to establish this theory. By examining the views of Avicenna (lbn
Sina), Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, and Mulla Sadra, the research concludes that the
univocal meaning of Being cannot be proven logically or philosophically, and is
accepted as a self-evident proposition. In this context, the article also attempts to
highlight the logical and philosophical weaknesses in these arguments.
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Problem Statement

The central issue of this research is the analysis and evaluation of the univocal
meaning of Being and the arguments supporting it in Islamic philosophy. The
univocal meaning of Being implies that the concept of "Being" applies uniformly to
all beings. This issue has been discussed in the works of philosophers like Avicenna
(1405, Vol. 2, p. 60), Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (1987, p. 120), and Mulla Sadra (1383,
Vol. 1, p. 200). Among these philosophers, Avicenna argues that Being is a single
truth that applies to all beings (Avicenna, 1405, Vol. 2, p. 60). In contrast, Fakhr al-
Din al-Razi and some other philosophers support the quivocal meaning of Being,
asserting that Being is not used in a shared meaningful way, but rather in different
senses for various entities.

The subsidiary questions in this article include: Can Being be considered
meaningfully identical across all beings? Do the philosophical arguments presented
effectively prove that the univocal meaning of Being exists, or is it simply a self-
evident truth that needs no proof?

Method

This study utilizes a philosophical and critical analysis approach to assess the
arguments put forward by various philosophers regarding the univocal meaning of
Being. The relevant discussions are extracted from the works of Avicenna (1405,
Vol. 2, p. 60), Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (1987, p. 120), and Mulla Sadra (1383, Vol. 1,
p. 200), and each argument is examined from both logical and philosophical
perspectives. This method is based on the principles and foundations of classical
Islamic philosophy, aiming to uncover logical and philosophical flaws in the
arguments.

Research Findings
In this section, the various arguments for the univocal meaning of Being are analyzed
and critiqued.

1. First Argument: The persistence of knowledge and belief in existence
despite doubts about its attributes:

Doubt regarding the essence or attributes of the instances of Being does not
necessitate doubt about their existence, thus demonstrating the univocal meaning of
Being (Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, 1990, Vol. 1, p. 108).

2. Second Argument: The primacy of the concept of Being:
Being is the first concept we form, and this primacy arises from its univocal meaning
among all beings. Fakhr al-Din al-Razi explains that if the existence of something
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were identical to its essence and not used in a shared sense, and if its essence were
unclear to us, then Being would not be the first concept (Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, 1990,
Vol. 1, p. 107; 1987, Vol. 1, p. 292).

3. Third Argument: The univocal meaning of non-being (negation of
Being):

The negation of Being, non-being, has only one meaning. Thus, Being cannot have
more than one meaning, as this would result in a contradiction (Tusi, 1407, p. 106;
Sabzavari, 1369, Vol. 2, p. 80; Tabatabai, 1433, p. 12).

4. Fourth Argument: The validity of the division of Being:

Being can be divided into necessary and contingent. For a true division, there must
be a common factor; in a genuine division, the shared concept must apply to all
categories. Fakhr al-Din al-Razi argues that for a valid division, the concept of Being
must be uniformly present in all categories (Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, 1990, Vol. 1, p.
109; 1335, p. 27; 1353, p. 82; Sanandaji, 2017, p. 45). This argument is considered
one of the strongest for the shared meaning of Being and, according to Morteza
Motahhari, is the best proof of this view (Motahhari, 1376, VVol. 9, p. 45).

Findings and Results

Our position in this study is not to deny the univocal meaning of Being, but to critique
the arguments presented to prove it. In our view, the univocal meaning of Being is a
self-evident or nearly self-evident truth that does not require proof, and indeed, it is
a kind of self-evidence that cannot be proven. Fakhr al-Din al-Razi and Mulla Sadra,
who support the shared meaning of Being, also regard it as self-evident or nearly
self-evident. Avicenna’s works suggest that he,atoo, considered it self-evident.
Therefore, the invalidity of the arguments for a self-evident truth does not undermine
the claim itself.

As for the opposing view of equivocal meaning of Being, various interpretations have
been given. Some consider it a shared meaning between necessary and contingent
existence, while others extend it to all beings. Those who adopt this view, where
Being is seen as identical to the essence of each entity, face significant philosophical
and theological consequences. If one accepts the equivocal interpretation of Being,
such that Being is just the essence of every entity, all statements with "Being" or
"existent" as the predicate would be tautological or, in Kantian terms, analytical.
However, we observe a real difference between these two types of statements.
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