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A Ciritical Analysis of the Orientalist Claude Gilliot's Viewpoint on
the Compilation of the Qur'an and the Appearance of its Readings
(Case Study of the Article: "Origins of the Qur'anic Text and its Fixation")

Alireza Kavand®
Abstract

The issue of compiling the Qur'an and the origin of the Qur'anic readings
and the history of these readings is one of the most important issues that
has caused many problems in the field of Qur'anic studies, and from this
point of view, some challenges have been raised by Orientalists, and on its
basis the critics have raised doubts about the Qur'an's being revelatory and
the soundness of its text. Since the answer to these doubts seems very
essential and important, we decided to examine and analyze the Viewpoints
of the contemporary Orientalist, "Claude Gilliot" in this field, relying on his
article entitled, "The Origins of the Qur'anic Text and its Fixation". In this
research, which was carried out with the approach of critical analysis, we
have achieved the foHowing results: 1. His viewpoint about the method of
compilation of the Qur'an according to Islamic sources is completely
incorrect and has used false and unreliable traditions in proving the
compilation of the Qur'an after the era of the Holy Prophet (S.A.-W.) by the
Companions (sahaba). 2. His point of view about the changes made in the
text is completely incorrect and he has attained this notion through false
narrations and traditions, which is refutable. 3. Also, the fact that he argued
that the copies of the Qur'an (mushafs) of the Companions and the
differences in the Qur'anic readings show that there was no single text until
after the era of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.), is completely incorrect and
violable. 4. His statement regarding the criticisms of Muslims regarding the
common manuscript of the Qur'an in the era of Uthman is completely
incorrect and the Islamic community has had a consensus on this unique

version.

Keywords: Claude Gilliot, Qur'an collection, Qur'anic readings, doubts of

Orientalists.
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- La sourate al-Bagara dans le Commentaire de Taaari (11 1llll 111l mnnt
et le fonctionnement des traditions exégétiques a la lumiére du commentaire
des versets 1 a 40 de la sourate I-11), 1982.
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- «<Exégese dangue et théologie en islam: L exégese coranique de Tabari»,
1990.
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- «Deux études sur le Coran» (La composition des sourates mekkoises. Le
Coran, Muhammad ET le judéo-christianisme. Arabica, 1983.
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- Les sept «lett urss. : corps social et Ecriture révélée, Stud. Isl., LXI (1985),
p. 5-25; LXIII (1986), p. 49-62.
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