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Abstract

The word "mithl" is a relatively frequent term in the Holy Qur'an. Many lexicographers
have viewed it from a single perspective, while Qur'anic scholars in the miraculous field
(ijaz) and challenge (tahadd1) have paid less attention to its semantic aspects. This has led
to imprecise interpretations and confusion regarding the Qur'an's inimitability and verses
of challenge. This article aims to determine the common meaning and identify the semantic
and functional differences of this word, as well as its semantic aspects, to gain a better and
more accurate understanding, especially in relation to the aspects of the Qur'an's miracle.
This research employs a descriptive-analytical method to achieve the aforementioned
objectives. It reveals that the meaning of "mithl" is similarity; however, this similarity has
various aspects and facets such as form, gender, quantity, and quality. In none of its uses
does it imply similarity in all aspects; rather, one or two aspects are intended. In the verses
of challenge, the central aspect of similarity is the quality of meaning, although it also
slightly pertains to form. Based on this, the uses of "mithl" in the Qur'an indicate one or
two aspects of similarity and do not imply all meanings of participation. Furthermore, it
validates the Qur'an's challenge by considering the two aspects of quality and form.
Considering these aspects provides a more precise understanding of a group of Qur'anic
words and the dimensions of one of its sciences.
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