Spenta Armaiti: The Sophian Wisdom in Zoroastrianism
Comparative Analysis of Wisdom in Jewish and Christian Traditions with
Devotional Intellect in Zoroastrianism

Mojtaba Zarvani! ©©, Zahra Shahbazi’

! Professor, Department of Comparative Religions & Mysticism, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Collage of Farabi,
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. zurvani@ut.ac.ir
2 Ph.D. student of Comparative Religions & Mysticism, Department of Comparative Religions & Mysticism, Faculty of
Theology and Islamic Studies, Collage of Farabi, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author).
Zahra.shahbazi.1353@gmail.com

Abstract

Zoroastrianism refers to a bestower of the transcendent intellect that, in its attributes and characteristics,
reflects a facet of divinity akin to wisdom or the hypostasis of the spirit in Judaism and Christianity. This
manifestation of divinity, which causes the outpouring of knowledge and divine revelation in multiplicity, is
known as Sophia/Shekhinah and the Holy Spirit in the two Abrahamic religions, and as Spenta Armaiti in
Zoroastrianism. Armaiti’s function is to convey intellect and good thought (Vohu Manah) to the Zoroastrian
believer and to inspire love and cooperation to expand Asha or divine order. Spenta Armaiti, both
ontologically and epistemologically, acts as the mediator between divinity and earthly souls and is
responsible for carrying and delivering supreme wisdom. Her feminine aspect is attributed to her role in
receiving divine intellect and its transmission to the receptive. The condition for attaining this intuitive
wisdom is not rational contemplation but humble and sincere devotional faith and love.
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