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The Sin of the King: A Thematic Analysis in Zoroastrian
Mythology and Pahlavi Texts
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Thematic analysis, as a significant and compelling approach in comparative
literature, focuses on the examination and development of patterns or themes
across multiple narrative-literary texts. One such enduring theme across
various cultures is the concept of sin, rooted in the cultural beliefs and
convictions of different societies. As a cognitive and emotional experience
tied to social or religious crises, sin is an ancient theme whose presence can
be traced throughout human civilization. This study investigates and analyzes
the sins of three Iranian kings—Jamshid, Fereydoun, and Kavus—from a
thematic perspective, aiming to provide a justification for the loss of their
immortality. By exploring the concept of sin in Zoroastrian and Pahlavi texts,
the article examines its relationship with social norms and contrasts it with
sacred and divine concepts, revealing hidden and unconscious layers within
these texts. The findings suggest that Pahlavi texts represent the most
prominent manifestation of the theme of sin, which has evolved or been
reinterpreted according to societal conditions and needs over time. In this
study, sin is defined in contrast to both societal norms and sacred concepts,
and the sins of the mythical princes are analyzed through these dual lenses.
The results indicate that accepted societal traditions and sacred, divine laws in
Iranian culture are closely intertwined, often falling within the same
conceptual framework.

Keywords: Thematic analysis, The Sin of King, Jamshid, Fereydoun,
Kavus.
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