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Analysis of Female Identity Embodiment through
Linguistic Codes in Storytelling

Shahriyar shadigu!, Nafiseh Irani*?, Khadije Mohammadi?

Abstract

The complexity of language has led to a wide range of methods and
scientific approaches in its study, one of which examines the
relationship between language and gender. This paper, using a
descriptive-analytical method and a library-based approach,
investigates how feminine gender influences the language of the novel
Koli Kenare Atash. It explores the patterns through which femininity
is expressed in the linguistic signs and language used in the text, and
subsequently, how these usages represent female identity. In this
novel, which seeks to portray the fragmented identity of women
within a traditional society, the author initially embodies femininity
through the unique application of linguistic codes in the narrative.
These patterns include emotional language, monologue-driven speech,
distinctive use of interrogative sentences, color terms, descriptive
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language focused on the body, lexical poverty, the language of silence,
prescriptive language, sensory language, and the use of hesitation
markers. Through employing these linguistic codes, the author
successfully creates twelve linguistic subjects, each embodying
various stereotypical roles and gender schemas associated with
women.

Keywords: Language and gender, female identity, Persian novel,
linguistic codes, Koli Kenare Atash

Extended Abstract

1.Introduction

One of the most influential epistemic domains that impact the
formation of an individual's social standing is "gender." Alongside
factors like social class, ethnicity, and culture, gender shapes social
behavior and, consequently, reconstructs individuals’ linguistic
behavior. This crucial component exists in a dynamic interaction with
language within any linguistic community. On one side, individuals’
gender leads to distinct tendencies in language use, and on the other,
language and linguistic signs themselves act as media that construct
gender identities and position them within a hierarchy of social
equalities or inequalities.

Given the significance of the relationship between language and
gender, the issue of how gendered individuals and behaviors are
represented in language and literature has become an important
subject explored both explicitly and implicitly. Literary and narrative
texts, as written media, are key arenas for the expression of gender,
often showcasing gender identities through methods like feminine
writing, reflecting gendered language in texts, and portraying
culturally constructed genders.

This article adopts a specific linguistic approach to examine how
gender is represented in literary and narrative texts. For this purpose,
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the novel Koli Kenare Atash, considered one of the outstanding
examples of the feminine writing style in recent decades, has been
selected for analysis. This postmodern novel is centered on portraying
the "fragmented identity of women™ within traditional and
marginalized social classes. The author develops this theme by
embedding femininity within the linguistic codes of the story, crafting
subjects that express specific aspects of womanhood. She achieves
this through the use of emotional language, monologue-centered
discourse, the distinctive use of interrogative sentences, color terms,
descriptive language focused on the body, lexical poverty, body
language, linguistic silence, advisory tone, sensory language, and
hesitation markers. By exposing the reader to this feminine language,
the author not only creates female subjects and roles within the
narrative but also encourages the reader to identify with these
linguistic subjects and identities. Thus, this study, through an exclusive
descriptive-analytical examination of the linguistic codes in this story,
seeks to address two main questions:

1. In what forms is femininity embodied in the linguistic codes of Koli
Kenare Atash?

2. How does employing these linguistic patterns lead to the creation of
female subjects and the associated meanings within the story?

2. Theoretical Framework (Gender from Linguistic and Non-
linguistic Perspectives)

Gender, as a domain of knowledge, gained recognition in sociology
and feminist discourse before entering linguistic discussions. Feminist
theorists were among the first to bring the topic of gender into the
spotlight. "The feminist perspective on gender extended beyond a
biological reality, as they defined gender as a socially constructed
phenomenon™ (Janet, 1998, p. 66). Gradually, the term "gender" was
adopted in sociological discussions, and many cultural and critical
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theorists began using it to counter the reductive analyses of the
concept of sex. This shift addressed the common misconception that
equated gender solely with biological sex. According to these
theorists, "gender refers to the social behaviors, expectations, and
inclinations attributed to men and women, and thus, unlike biological
sex, gender is considered a field of knowledge” (Mohammadi Asl,
2008 pp. 11-12; Ezzazi, 2001, p. 38).

Research in the field of language and gender began in the early
1970s. Initially, these studies focused on examining how gender as a
variable influenced individuals’ verbal behavior at the phonetic level
and their interaction styles. However, this research evolved over time
(Davari Ardakani, 2008, pp. 162-163). Since the early days of gender
linguistics, numerous theories have emerged. Robin Lakoff made the
first breakthrough with her article Language and Woman's Place in
the early 1970s, marking a significant shift in sociolinguistic studies.
Lakoff argued that men’s and women’s language differ, and that
language reflects and perpetuates women’s subordinate position in
society (Mumeni, 2008, p. 66). Lakoff’s article was the catalyst for a
series of studies in this field.

3.Discussion and Analysis

e Theme and Structure of the Novel Koli Kenare Atash
As a postmodern and metafictional work, this story unfolds as a
painting that evolves alongside the reader and in step with the
characters. The images depicted in the narrative represent a
multifaceted identity of women within Iranian society. The main
character, a girl named "Ayneh" (meaning “Mirror’”’), embodies her
name, appearing fluid and reflective as she adopts different personas
and plays various roles across different narrative levels.

e Linguistic Patterns of Femininity
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Gender portrayal in narrative literature is not determined merely by
counting male and female characters or examining their gendered
behaviors. Instead, "it influences all aspects from the production to the
reception of the text, such that the background, assumptions, and
expectations of the author, the nature of the work itself, and the
reader’s background all play a role" (Stevens, 2008, pp. 92-93).
o Imperative Sentences: This type of sentence, another
form of declarative language, is where female characters in
the story employ commands and requests to express
desires, wishes, and aspirations.
o Transitive Sentences: In the story, due to their
perceived powerlessness and lack of agency relative to
men, female characters often occupy the role of the object.
As a result, transitive active and passive sentences appear
frequently, positioning men as the subject and women as
the object.
o Constrained Sentences: Another way femininity is
expressed emotionally is through the use of sentences
modified with various adverbs—such as intensifying,
descriptive, manner, additive, and conditional adverbs—to
heighten emotional impact and emphasize the ideological
discourse of femininity.
o Repetitive Phrases: The last form of emotional
language involves repetition. Women in the story
sometimes repeat words or phrases to draw attention,
evoke feelings, and express emphasis or appeal.
o Descriptive-Body Language: The use of feminine and
bodily terms is another linguistic feature unique to female
characters. Known as "body writing," this type of language
emphasizes the gendered positioning of women and men as
subjects in the narrative.

43



Quarterly Literary criticism iz
E-1SSN:2538-2179
Vol. 17, No. 67

Autumn 2024
Research Article

B

o Lexical Poverty: This term, coined by Roger Fowler,
refers to "the lack of sufficient vocabulary to convey a
specific concept” (Fowler et al., 2011, p. 109). In some
instances, the language of the female characters reflects
limited vocabulary due to illiteracy, cultural deprivation,
low social status, or other factors, leading to ambiguity or
inadequacy in conveying meaning.

o Use of Body Language: In communication schemas,
messages—whether verbal or non-verbal—are encoded
according to the situation and exchanged between sender
and receiver. Female characters in the story, as message
senders, frequently employ non-verbal codes. In other
words, they communicate with others not only through
verbal language but also by drawing on other modes of
expression.

Linguistic Silence: In many instances, rather than using
words, women communicate through silence or absence of
speech. This linguistic trait in female language suggests both
the submissiveness of women and their perceived weakness in
verbal communication. In this story, women rarely engage in
verbal expression or speech.

Advisory Language: As mothers and nurturers, and due to
their caring and self-sacrificing nature, women often impart
their experiences to their children and others around them,
positioning themselves as advisors or guides.

Sensory Language: Women’s attentiveness in descriptions
and their focus on making experiences tangible for the
audience lead them to use sensory language more frequently
than men. In this story, sensory language emerges through
descriptions and imagery that engage the five senses, creating
a multisensory effect.

44



Quarterly Literary criticism iz
E-1SSN:2538-2179
Vol. 17, No. 67

Autumn 2024
Research Article

LS

o Hesitation Markers: Another feature of feminine language is
the use of hesitation markers. These words form a linguistic
code that conveys the speaker’s sense of uncertainty and
hesitation (Lakoff, as cited by Mahmoudi Bakhtiyari & M.
Dehghani, 2012, p. 549). The use of such words in women’s
language is attributed to lower self-confidence, lack of
assertiveness, and their unstable social position in a patriarchal
society.

e Female Subjects: In the previous section, the linguistic
patterns of femininity in this story were introduced. Through
the use of these linguistic patterns, the author creates subjects
throughout the story that symbolize the fragmented identity of
women, embodying distinct expressions of femininity.

4. Conclusion

Gender is one of the most important external, non-linguistic factors
influencing the formation of language. As a cognitive variable, it
stems from the sex of individuals and leads to the manifestation of
specific social behaviors, which in turn influence linguistic behaviors.
This article, based on this approach, examined how female gender
affects language and the role of language in reconstructing feminine
identity in narrative texts. For this purpose, the novel Kooli Kenar
Atash was selected.

Through the analysis of this novel, it was found that the linguistic
patterns used in the story are feminine, and the author, by
incorporating these patterns into the narrative, has created female
subjects. These female subjects carry specific connotations of
femininity, embodying gender stereotypes and archetypes associated
with women in lower, marginalized social classes. Thus, it can be
claimed that Kooli Kenar Atash is a thoroughly feminist novel, written
to depict the fragmented identity of women. The feminine language
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employed in this novel not only reflects the insecure and powerless
position of the second sex in society but also becomes a tool of self-
oppression for women, perpetuating the hierarchical gender
inequalities.
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