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Conceptualizing Competency-Based Education in Higher Education
Systems: A Synthesis-Oriented Approach to Research Studies

!Ghoraeian, Leila
* 2Afkaneh, Soghra
3zamani, Asghar

Abstract:

The present research is applied in nature and qualitative based on the type of data. In
terms of data collection method and timing, it is non-experimental, referential, and a form
of research synthesis or document analysis. The study aims to synthesize and integrate
the literature related to skills-based education to identify the necessary skills required
within the higher education system of the country. The statistical population includes all
studies conducted between 2021 and 2024 for international studies and 1400 to 1403 (in
the Persian calendar) for domestic studies. In this regard, 316 studies relevant to the
research topic were evaluated, and ultimately, 20 studies were purposefully selected
through content analysis and thematic synthesis. Data from these studies were extracted
using note-taking methods, and the studies were coded thematically. The findings
revealed a total of 45 codes, 10 concepts, and 3 key categories derived from the reviewed
texts. The validity of the results was confirmed using Cohen’s Kappa test. The analysis
demonstrated that the most critical identified components are soft skills, hard skills, and
future-oriented skills. Given that this research provides a deep understanding of the
existing literature on skills-based education by identifying its core components, it can be
utilized to inform policymaking in the national higher education system, fostering the
development of skills-based education across the country.
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