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In recent decades, good urban governance has been proposed as the most
effective, least expensive, and most sustainable method for managing the
complex and multi-level systems of modern cities. The centrality of this
approach in urban management is based on democratic and egalitarian
development, aiming to involve all interested and influential stakeholders
in the administration of cities while addressing their diverse needs. On the
other hand, women, as one of the main and most influential social groups
in urban life, play a prominent role in city administration. Therefore, the
purpose of this article is to examine the role of good urban governance
during and after the COVID-19 pandemic, with a focus on the women’s
status in Semnan. From the perspective of its objective, this research is
practical, and in terms of data collection, it is descriptive-survey. A
questionnaire was used to collect data and information for this study. The
statistical population of the research consists of the citizens of Semnan,
with a population of 185,129 people. The sample size was calculated using
Cochran's formula, resulting in 383 participants. To analyze the data,
single-sample t-tests and multivariate linear regression were employed.
Finally, to generalize the results from the sample to the statistical
population, structural equation modeling was conducted using Lisrel
software. The results of the one-sample t-test showed that the t-values for
each of the research variables, with averages lower than the theoretical
mean, were negative. This indicates that the dimensions of good urban
governance in Semnan, as well as the situation of women in the city, are
not in a favorable state. Additionally, the results of structural equation
modeling in Lisrel software revealed that the justice variable has the
strongest and most significant relationship with good urban governance.
Finally, the survey results demonstrate that it is impossible to achieve good
urban governance without defining and explaining the practical role of
women, who represent half of the city's population and are one of the most
important and influential groups in city administration.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, urbanization in Iran has grown significantly, and this rapid and uneven
growth, coupled with poor management, has led to numerous disruptions in Iranian cities.
The state of urban management in Iran has been characterized by centralization, externally-
driven urban plans and programs, a rentier and oil-dependent economy, and government-
controlled urban management, which has consistently fallen short of integrated and
systematic management .Therefore, the need for a new and dynamic management system is

both essential and critical. This approach (good urban governance) can serve as a
participatory process that impacts the sustainability and development of neighborhoods and
takes responsibility for the overall and sustainable guidance and development of the city
(Jafari Fard et al., 2020: 275).

In recent decades, good urban governance has emerged as the most effective, cost-efficient,
and sustainable approach to managing the complex and multi-level systems of today's
cities. The core of this approach is rooted in democratic and equitable development, aiming
to engage all stakeholders and influential forces in the administration of city affairs while
addressing their diverse needs. On the other hand, women, as one of the main and most
influential social groups in the civic life of cities, now play a significant role in issues
related to urban governance.

Material and Methods

From the perspective of its objective, the present research can be categorized as applied
research. Considering the method of data collection and contributing factors, this study is
also considered descriptive-correlational research. A guestionnaire was used as the tool for
collecting data and information in this research. The statistical population of the present
study consisted of the citizens of Semnan, with a total population of 185,129 individuals,
from which the sample size was calculated to be 383 using the Cochran formula. Both
descriptive and inferential statistical methods were utilized to analyze the obtained data.
Initially, each variable was described in the form of tables and statistical indicators using
SPSS software. Subsequently, hypothesis testing was performed using one-sample t-tests
and multivariate linear regression analysis. Finally, structural equation modeling via the
LISREL software was employed to generalize the results from the sample to the statistical
population.

Results and Discussion

The results obtained from the one-sample t-test indicate that the t-values for each of the
research variables, with means lower than the theoretical median, are numerically negative.
This suggests that the dimensions of good urban governance in the city of Semnan, as well
as the position of women within it, are not in a favorable condition. Additionally, the
results from structural equation modeling using LISREL software show that the variable of
justice has the strongest and most significant relationship with good urban governance.
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Conclusion

Achieving good urban governance is not possible without defining and practically
explaining the unique role of women, who represent half of the city's population and are
one of the main stakeholders and influential groups in the administration of urban affairs.
The results of the one-sample t-test showed that the t-values for each of the research
variables, with averages lower than the theoretical mean, were negative. This indicates that
the dimensions of good urban governance in Semnan, as well as the position of women in
the city, are not in a favorable state. Additionally, the results of structural equation
modeling in Lisrel software revealed that the justice variable has the strongest and most
significant relationship with good urban governance. Finally, the survey results
demonstrate that it is impossible to achieve good urban governance without defining and
explaining the practical role of women, who represent half of the city's population and are
one of the most important and influential groups in city administration.
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