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The pathology of nationalism discourse in the contemporary era in the works of
Sadegh Hedayat and Ahmed Kasravi required political and cultural measures in
the government of that time. The main question of this research is that what are
the most important features of the discourse of nationalism in the works of
Sadegh Hedayat and Ahmed Kasravi, which can be observed by rereading their
works? The method of this research is descriptive-analytical. The results and
findings of the research show that the emphasis on the components such as royal
depiction of the king's intellect, promoting a sense of patriotism and patriotism,
strengthening and instilling ancient teachings, spreading the Persian language
and literature, keeping alive the ancient music of Iran, strengthening national
unity, and magnifying actions Shah, strengthening the Iranian national identity
and nationalism, created a corridor between the Shah and the people to
strengthen and perpetuate the government of Mohammad Reza Shah.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The idea of nationalism was born in France
during the revolution and spread throughout
Europe during Napoleon's campaigns.
Napoleon's occupation of large parts of
Europe led to the emergence of national
identity in the occupied lands for the first time
(Heywood, 2008: 270). This wave of national
identity awareness in the 19th century caused
significant changes in Europe's map,
continuing through the First World War,
interwar years (which saw the rise of fascism
and Nazism), and the post-war period.
Following World War Il, many colonial
countries  pursued independence-seeking
nationalism, utilizing it as a tool for political
autonomy. Despite some thinkers' opinions
diminishing nationalism's political
significance, it remains crucial in national life,
evident in post-Soviet Eastern Europe and the
Balkans' developments.In Iran during the 19th
century, particularly its latter half, nationalist
discourse emerged prominently in thought and
action. This discourse gained significance in
the pre-constitutional, constitutional, and
early Pahlavi periods. The research aims to
elucidate the factors behind the emergence of
this discourse, particularly during the
constitutional era and more conspicuously
during the first Pahlavi era.

Methodology

To investigate this issue, we initially delve
into the writings of contemporary Iranian
intellectuals regarding nationalism, aiming to
meticulously scrutinize the dimensions and
components of the nationalist discourse
within the country. This exploration
encompasses the examination of books,
articles, critiques, and speeches delivered by
influential Iranian intellectuals who have
contributed to the discourse on nationalism.
Following the compilation of sources, diverse
facets of the nationalist discourse within these
works are analyzed. These dimensions may
encompass  topics such as  defining
nationalism, elucidating the concept and
markers of national identity, exploring the
nexus between nationalism and local or
international  religions, examining the
correlation between nationalism and national
culture, and evaluating the ramifications of

nationalism on both domestic and foreign
policy. Furthermore, the discourse on
nationalism is dissected and interpreted,
encompassing historical, social, cultural, and
political factors that have influenced the
genesis and fortification of nationalism in
contemporary Iran.

Results and Discussion

The discourse of nationalism seeks to find
Iranian self-awareness in ancient Iranian
history, aiming for national solidarity
(Hassanzadeh, 2002). One of Kasravi's
concerns was to evoke patriotism (Molaei,
2014: 101-102), viewing patriotism as
coexistence and avoiding similarities with
imperialism (Kasravi, 1945b: 22). Unlike
other nationalists, Kasravi rejected racialism
and believed Zoroastrianism and glorifying
the past were harmful (Kasravi, 1943b: 34).
He viewed both Zoroaster and Muhammad as
divine  messengers  guiding  people,
distinguishing between Islam and Arabism
(Kasravi, 1944b: 5-12).Kasravi's model of
national identity is shaped by the discourse of
nationalism, where identity forms through our
perception of ourselves and others. In Iranian
thought, this contrasts with non-Iranian
identities (Fazeli & Tahmasebi, 2015: 109).
Kasravi emphasized self-awareness as
essential, arguing that ignorance of oneself
leads to multiple harms (Boroujerdi, 1998:
34). His notion of self-awareness was not a
return to the past but an understanding of the
present self (Kasravi, 1932: 40).Kasravi
criticized traditional notions of identity,
seeking solutions through reason (Kasravi,
1932). His discourse of national identity
emphasized unity and cohesion, as seen in his
alignment with equivalent concepts of
unity.Kasravi identified Iran's lack of
development as due to its fragmentation,
arguing that imperialists exploited these
divisions. He believed only genuine
ideologies, not imposed powers or
institutions, could unify the nation
(Abrahamian, 2010). Like Anthony Smith,
Kasravi saw nationalism as akin to a religion,
fostering emotional ties (Smith, 2003: 45). He
aimed to eliminate factionalism, though he
ultimately created new divisions. Kasravi's
nationalist discourse, emphasizing unity,
influenced pre-revolutionary national identity,
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aligning later with liberal discourse post-1979
revolution.

Conclusion

This research examines nationalist
historiography during Reza Shah's period and
shows that nationalism is a Western
movement that first emerged in the West and
reached Iran with the expansion of Western
influence. During the Qajar period, newly
educated individuals familiar with Western
sciences  and knowledge defended
Westernism.  People  like Fath Al
Akhundzadeh, Mirza Agha Khan Kermani,
and Malkam Khan were among the first to
promote Western ideas and nationalism,
turning to  historiography  in  this
direction.During the Pahlavi period, more
favorable conditions for the development of
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