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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

In today's turbulent levels, the management of political, economic and military
PP: 39-50 sectors can be established based on the will of the governments, but the issues of
the cultural field are beyond the will of the people. Accepted values, religion,
worldview, language, literature and common ethnic ties that have dominated the
hearts of people for years are not issues that have been achieved over several
decades or centuries. This research aims to examine the challenges of diplomacy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in relations between Fimabin and the Federal
Ep. E Government of Germany. The main question in this research is how the Islamic
EI Republic of Iran, as a country that has huge civilizational and cultural capacities
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and relies on the components of its cultural diplomacy, can improve its cultural
diplomacy challenges in relations with the German federal government. The
research method used in the article is descriptive-analytical, and it is also based
on library studies. Paying attention to cultural diplomacy, cultural diplomacy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, opportunities and challenges of realizing the
cultural diplomacy of Iran and the federal government of Germany are part of
Keywords: Cultural this article. The results of this research indicate that if the Islamic Republic of
Diplomacy, Challenges, Iran wants to follow Iranian-Islamic culture, it must observe and apply Islamic
Iran, Germany, Soft Power | and Quranic requirements and principles in its cultural diplomacy in order to
achieve this goal
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Since the 1980s, the importance of culture in
international relations has increased. Theories
such as critical, postmodern, and
constructivist theories support this view.
Communication has shifted from being
limited among elites to broader cultural
interactions among people, reducing the role
of national governments while increasing that
of non-state actors and cultural exchanges.
These changes have heightened the
significance of cultural diplomacy, prompting
countries, especially major powers, to focus
on this area.Cultural diplomacy, by fostering
long-term relationships and presenting a
positive image of a country, creates a
favorable environment for achieving foreign
policy goals. As part of soft power, it
complements other tools of foreign policy and
aids in establishing deeper and more
symmetrical communications with
audiences.Culture played a crucial role in the
success of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, and
cultural diplomacy can be very beneficial for
the Islamic Republic of Iran, which promotes
its values and culture. This approach, based on
Shia Islam and Iranian civilization, can be
utilized in interactions with Muslim countries
and the Third World.Over the past four
decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has
made significant strides in cultural diplomacy.
Given the new international conditions, Iran
must review its cultural diplomacy to address
weaknesses and strengthen its strengths.

Methodology

A qualitative research methodology will be
utilized, which includes a review of existing
literature, semi-structured interviews with
experts and officials, document analysis of
reports and official statements, and content
analysis of Iranian and German media. The
data collected from these methods will be
analyzed using qualitative techniques such as
coding and thematic analysis to gain a
comprehensive  understanding  of  the
complexities and challenges of cultural
diplomacy between Iran and Germany.
Results and Discussion

After Schroder came to power in Germany,
his independent foreign policy approach
created a new dynamic in Iran-Germany

relations. Prior to this, during Helmut Kohl's
presidency and Heshami Rafsanjani's term in
Iran, relations had cooled due to various
issues, including the arrest of German
businessman Helmut Hofer in Iran and the
Berlin Conference organized by Heinrich Boll
Stiftung. However, an increase in trade and
political exchanges marked a new chapter,
highlighted by President Khatami's visit to
Germany—the first high-level Iranian official
visit since the Islamic Revolution.

Challenges in Iran-Germany relations
include:Israeli Regime and Middle East Peace
Process: The pro-Israel lobby in Germany
influences public opinion and policy, causing
Germany to align more with Israel and making
improvements in relations contingent upon
Iran’s stance on Israel.

Iran's Nuclear Program: Germany, as part of
the EU-3 and later the P5+1, has been actively
involved in addressing Iran's nuclear program,
supporting resolutions and sanctions against
Iran, although the JCPOA has mitigated some
issues.Human Rights: Germany's criticism of
Iran's human rights record, intensified by
events such as the Salman Rushdie affair and
the Mykonos case, remains a significant factor
in bilateral relations.In addition, challenges
for Iran’s cultural diplomacy with Germany
include the lack of a strategic framework and
a general, non-specialized understanding of
cultural diplomacy, often conflated with
public diplomacy or media relations. Without
a clear and distinct strategy, the effectiveness
of Iran’s cultural diplomacy remains limited.

Conclusion

The primary challenge in Iran-Germany
relations is identity and Islamic conflict rather
than strategic or economic concerns. Cultural
diplomacy, the focus of this research, is
essential for addressing identity conflicts and
Islamophobia. In today's world, where images
shape perceptions, the way a country presents
itself can influence international views more
than objective facts. Effective cultural
diplomacy aims to change deep-seated
perceptions rather than just act as a tool for
propaganda. To enhance Iran-Germany
relations, leveraging smart diplomacy, public
and cultural diplomacy, engaging with
influential figures, and utilizing sports
diplomacy and the Iranian diaspora in
Germany is crucial. Historically, Germany's
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approach to lIran has shifted from critical
interaction to constructive, conditional
engagement, containment, and finally to
expanding economic-political cooperation.
For successful cultural diplomacy, Iran must
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