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The most key factor of changes; Technological developments, social and
economic developments, and globalization developments are the ones that all
areas of human life have been affected by and have planned the basis of their life
relationships based on those developments. Therefore, the developments of
higher education governance are not exempted from this rule, but have been
influenced by it. The purpose of this study is to investigate the components and
elements of university governance and to design the native model of Iranian
universities through understanding the relationship and role of each of them. In
this research, based on synthesis research and meta-study (meta-composition),
87 components (indices) were obtained from 40 valid articles, which were
confirmed by 30 experts using the Delphi technique. After analyzing the
governance indicators in higher education, it was found that these indicators are
in six larger dimensions and in 2 parts: internal factors (management systems
and its processes, open and responsive and responsible system, participation of
internal stakeholders) and external factors (governance and institutional
independence, financial independence, academic freedom, participation of
foreign stakeholders). To understand the phenomenon of higher education,
paying attention to the institutional roots and balance of power in modern higher
education systems is Clark's triangle, which distinguishes between the
government control model, the Humboldt model (rule by academics) and the
American-English market-oriented model. Taking into account the dimensions
of transformational governance in the higher education system and the
foundations of new theories and researches, the result of the research shows that
there
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Proper governance significantly impacts
higher education quality by striving for a
balance between autonomy and accountability
(Zaman, 2015). University governance is
complex, requiring redefinition alongside
stakeholder acceptance, amidst significant
biosphere changes. Additionally, governance
structures vary across countries, adding
complexity.Globally,  higher  education
undergoes rapid changes due to knowledge-
based societies, globalization, and economic
development, prompting reform efforts.
Convergence  pressures and  modern
governmental  management increasingly
challenge  domestic  higher  education
institutions  (Vira, 2004; Olson, 2007,
Kordchon & et al., 2007).

Interest in universities grows, aiming not just
for process integrity but also increased
societal investment in education and
innovation (Prondzynski, 2012). University
governance models, like academic senate,
corporate, trustee, and shareholder
governance, receive attention (Shattock,
2008). Three major patterns of governance
models include state-centric, market-oriented,
and university self-governance (Humboldt
model), posing challenges. In Iran, diverse
objectives exist beyond applying a single
model, urging the need for indigenous
governance models.

Research objectives include examining
internal and external factors influencing
university governance within a transformative
approach. The main issue is defining the
university governance model under a
transformative approach.

Methodology

In terms of the current research's objective, it
is applied in nature, employing a qualitative
research approach, with a strategy based on
synthesizing theoretical frameworks and
previous related studies (research synthesis).
Research synthesis, akin to qualitative meta-
analysis, amalgamates specific features of the
research literature. The aim is to amalgamate
research to generate generalizations. This
study utilizes the synthesis research method,
encompassing the following steps: 1-
Establishing the research question - 2-

Systematically reviewing the literature - 3-
Searching and selecting pertinent documents -
4- Extracting information from the documents
- 5- Analyzing and qualitatively combining
findings - 6- Presenting. To scrutinize the
background of prior studies and integrate their
results concerning governance components,
resources from libraries and articles from
databases were utilized. The research
population comprised all digital documents
and articles from 2007 to 2022 sourced from
ProQuest, Scopus, Springer, and Science
Direct databases.

Results and Discussion

External and internal factors influence the
evolution of the governance system of higher
education.  External  factors  include
technological changes, globalization, and
socio-economic changes that impact the
relationship between the university, the
government, and the market. These
developments lead to redefining the mission
of universities, changes in structure and
processes, and the formation of collaborative
governance. Internal factors include the
management system and processes, open and
responsive systems, and the involvement of
internal stakeholders. These factors lead to
changes in the management and policy
processes of universities, with an emphasis on
transparency, accountability, and
responsibility. Therefore, transformation in
the governance system of higher education is
shaped not only by external factors but also by
internal changes, moving towards modern and
participatory governance.

The average score for each category obtained
from the synthesis of articles was higher than
4 (out of 7), indicating the importance of these
categories. Additionally, Kendall's statistic
value is 0.767, indicating approximately 77%
agreement among the opinions of experts. A
significance value of 0.008 has been
calculated, indicating that the observed
correlation coefficient is significant. This
suggests that the utilization of these categories
in designing the university governance model
has demonstrated good validity.

Conclusion

The concept of governance in higher
education has undergone significant changes
in recent decades. These changes are rooted in
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the dynamics and challenges that higher
education institutions face. Researchers have
identified various challenges in the field of
higher education, which have had a profound
impact on the governance and management of
universities. As a result, universities have
increasingly adopted market-oriented and
quasi-commercial governance approaches,
moving away from traditional government-
oriented approaches.Considering the
dimensions of transformative governance in
the higher education system and the
foundations of new theories and research, it
becomes apparent that there is no one-size-
fits-all governance model. Instead,
governance models should be designed and
selected based on the specific cultural and
procedural characteristics of each society.
This is crucial in defining the higher education
system's policies within a country.
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N Minimum Maximum Mean
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N Minimum Maximum Mean

Olind oSl 30 3.00 7.00 4.7333
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ml m2
Kendall's tau_b ml Correlation Coefficient 1.000 767
Sig. (2-tailed) . .008
N 6 6
m2 Correlation Coefficient 167 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .008 .
N 6 6
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