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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The present research studies the relations between Iran and Armenia in the
geopolitical developments of the Caucasus region. The Caucasus, the
PP: 391- 405 connecting region of Europe and Asia and the meeting point of great
civilizations, is considered one of the most important geopolitical and
geoeconomic regions of the world. From a security point of view, Russia is
trying to stabilize its past political, economic and military position in the
Caucasus and the United States is also seeking to develop its influence and
interests with economic investments and geopolitical energy management.
Also, the Caucasus is the arena of activity of actors such as Turkey, Israel and
the European Union who have entered this region with economic and political
goals. In the meantime, intra-regional factors such as energy equations, crises
and ethnic conflicts, political and social developments in the countries of this
area and economic instability due to the free economy have also provided
Keywords: geopolitic; favorable grounds for intense regional and global competition.

Caucasus; Islamic
Republic of Iran; Armenia

Use your device to scan and
read the article online

Citation: Torosian, R. , Esmaeil Pourroshan , A A. , Parvzai, M. (2023). Geopolitical Developments in
the Caucasus on the Relations between Iran and Armenia. Geography(Regional Planning), 13(50), 391-
405.

DOI: 10.22034/jge0q.2023.407587.4050

DOR: 20.1001.1.22286462.1402.13.50.18.8

“ Corresponding author: Ali Asghar Esmaeil Pourroshan, Email: Pourroshan@yahoo.com
Copyright © 2023 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



Geography(Regional Planning), Vol 13, Issue 51, Spring 2023 2

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This research critically examines and
identifies geopolitical elements within the
framework of bilateral relations between Iran
and Armenia, along with the associated
threats and opportunities. Since the collapse
of the Soviet Union, Armenia has faced
numerous challenges with its neighbors,
including Iran, and these issues have
persisted without resolution until the present.
While the geopolitical vulnerabilities of
Armenia shape its relations with various
countries, the country still possesses several
political factors that can enable it to play a
more influential role. Consequently, the
Islamic Republic of Iran is rightly working to
exert its influence in the region, particularly
over Turkey's power, and enhance its ties
with Armenia. This strategic approach aims
to establish a balance between Turkey and
the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The same objective is evident in Armenia's
policies towards Turkey. Despite Armenia's
strategic alliance declaration with Russia, the
assistance it receives from the United States
does not match the support provided by
Russia. However, when it comes to the
conflict in Karabakh, the United States
approaches the issue from a different
perspective.  Despite ongoing  regional
conflicts, the United States desires for the
Republic of Azerbaijan to establish military
bases in the country while remaining silent
on the growing bilateral relations between
Iran and Armenia. The United States
expresses concerns about collaboration
among Muslim nations in the region,
including Azerbaijan, Turkey, and Iran.
Consequently, this research aims to
investigate and analyze the role of the
Republic of Armenia in the geopolitical
landscape of the Islamic Republic of Iran. It
seeks to identify opportunities, threats, and
potential solutions in this context, ultimately
providing recommendations.

Methodology

The present research is of an applied nature,
employing the descriptive-analytical method
to explore economic, political, and
geopolitical aspects of the Republic of
Armenia. The study emphasizes a library-

based approach, incorporating  maps,
statistics, and tables, along with documentary
and library information from magazines and
the internet.

Results and Discussion

Currently, the Islamic Republic of Iran
maintains close and amicable relations with
the Republic of Armenia, a small Christian
country. This contrasts with Iran's ties to
Azerbaijan, ostensibly more crucial and
predominantly ~ Shia  Muslim.  Despite
Armenia's geographical and economic
isolation, robust relations with Iran persist.
Iran shares less fruitful and intimate
connections with the Republic of Azerbaijan,
rooted in a historical lack of trust between
the two nations. Relations between Iran and
Russia in the region are entwined with the
competition among Western powers and
haven't yielded significant positive impacts
on bilateral relations. Iran must cultivate
relationships with regional neighbors and
capitalize on emerging opportunities for
development. The emergence of the
Caucasus as a crucial geopolitical region has
significantly  impacted Iran, fostering
developed relations with Armenia as a key
trading partner. This coordination has the
potential to fortify both Iran and Armenia in
addressing regional challenges, particularly
in Karabakh, and provides an avenue to
mitigate the influence of adversaries. With a
focus on enhancing trust and international
collaboration, Iran aspires to assume a more
prominent role in the Islamic world and the
broader region. To augment its influence,
Iran  must engage in international
cooperation, leveraging its geo-economic
capabilities and human resources. Giving due
consideration to technological advancements,
Iran should align its foreign policy with
geographical, economic, and geopolitical
needs and circumstances. In this context,
fostering relations with Armenia and
effectively managing regional coordination
can position lIran as a prominent and
influential actor in international interactions.
According to the 2025 vision, the Iranian
government, guided by legal principles and
past experiences, aspires to transform into a
developed and prominent nation. Regionally,
the focus is on preserving the Islamic
identity, influencing the Islamic world, and
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fostering effective engagement in
international  relations.  Planning  and
implementing strategies have commenced at
economic, scientific, and technological
levels. This vision underscores Iran's
geopolitical strength, intending to delineate
the country's standing in the global power
hierarchy and impact international relations.

Conclusion

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union,
the creation of newly independent republics
weakened Russia's influence, making the
Caucasus a focal point for regional and
transregional powers. The region's high
geopolitical and geo-economic significance,
along with its abundant gas and oil reserves,
has led to increased attention. Iran and
Russia, recognizing the region's importance,
seek closer political and economic ties with
Caucasus countries, despite challenges such
as US opposition. Russia aims for stability in
the  Caucasus, emphasizing  energy
cooperation and financial support for
regional development. Western powers aim
to reduce Russian and lranian geopolitical
influence, engaging Caucasus countries in
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