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In the contemporary world, with the rapid advances in science and technology, the urban
planning system has also faced changes. Urban planning which was previously based on the
traditional system, seems not to have the necessary balance and responsiveness to correct and
solve the problem of worn-out tissues anymore. Therefore, the future research approach helps
planners to see the future better and prevent negative consequences, especially in old fabrics.
Future studies on worn-out tissues seem necessary in order to improve the standard of living
and urban prosperity in the coming years. In terms of its nature, this research is considered to
be applied research and in terms of data, it is quantitative research, which was carried out by
descriptive-analytical method. Collecting data from the opinions of specialists and experts in
the form of survey forms, and using prospective research techniques for data analysis, the data
analysis tool in this research was Micmac software. The main goal of this research is to achieve
the scenarios facing the old fabric of the Urmia metropolis by 1420. The most important
driving factors were identified in relation to future research on worn-out fabric in Urmia. The
results of this research show that 13 key factors will be influential in the future of the old fabric
of Urmia city, then, according to the known key factors, the scenarios are predicted in four
modes (white, grey, orange and black) for the old texture.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issues and problems of dilapidated urban
fabrics pose a human, social, and environmental
threat to various cities, including the metropolis
of Urmia. The dilapidated areas of Urmia,
particularly in the central district, have diverse
impacts on the structural dimensions—physical,
social, economic, and environmental—of the city
due to their location and significance. Today,
traditional planning is insufficient to address the
complex and existing issues of dilapidated and
inefficient urban fabrics. Therefore, redefining
the urban management system and conducting
future studies in these old and dilapidated areas,
along with thorough research to propose
programs and solutions aimed at improving the
quality of life and urban prosperity in these areas
in the coming years, appears essential and
important. Consequently, the concept of future
studies has gained attention from specialists and
researchers in recent decades. This approach has
significant potential for analyzing economic,
social, political, cultural, environmental, and
physical issues. Future studies enhance human
preparedness to confront these challenges by
identifying future opportunities and threats,
helping individuals to benefit from future
opportunities  while avoiding negative
consequences (Rahnama and Hosseini, 20:2016).
In this context, the future of dilapidated fabrics,
which are considered the core of urban life, is
highly significant, as the issues and problems
will gradually increase over time. If these issues
are not addressed, they will have multiple
physical, economic, social, and environmental
impacts on the entire city according to the criteria
defined by the Supreme Council of Architecture
and Urbanism of the country (fine-grained,
impermeability, and unsustainability).
According to estimates from the Urmia
Municipality, out of the 11,200 hectares of
Urmia, 417 hectares fall within dilapidated
fabrics, and of this area, 330 hectares are
historical fabrics (Urmia Municipality, 2020),
indicating the importance of the dilapidated areas
of Urmia. Future studies based on a scenario-
writing approach represent an efficient means for
sustainable urban development, focusing on
sustainable urban development through a precise
analysis of the current situation in the central part
of Urmia across physical, social, economic, and
environmental dimensions. This involves
identifying and prioritizing the most important
factors and variables that influence the favorable
advancement of the planning process for urban

dilapidated fabrics. This research aims to identify
the key factors and drivers for achieving a
desirable  future  of  sustainable urban
development, examining the current condition of
the historical fabric of Urmia according to
sustainable  development indicators, and
recognizing the scenarios ahead for the
dilapidated fabric of District 4 of the Urmia
metropolis by the year 2041.

Methodology

In order to identify key factors, the Delphi technique
was used, and structural analysis was employed to
analyze these key factors. The structural analysis
method aims to identify key variables (whether
observable or latent) in order to gather opinions and
encourage participants and stakeholders regarding
the complex and unpredictable aspects and
behaviors of a system. The structural analysis
method is a tool for linking ideas and thoughts,
which describes and identifies the system through a
matrix that connects all variables of the system. This
study focuses on the historical context of the city of
Urmia.

Results and discussion

This research aims to identify the most important
factors affecting and the extent and manner of the
impact of these factors on the future sustainability
of the urban dilapidated areas in the city of Urmia.
In this study, the Delphi method was used to
identify the primary variables influencing the
future of these dilapidated areas, gathering
insights from professors and experts in the field.
Additionally, the structural impact analysis
method was employed to investigate the extent
and manner of the influence of these factors,
ultimately identifying the key elements in the
sustainability of urban dilapidated areas. After
conducting library studies on identifying the
effective factors in the livability of urban
dilapidated areas, 49 factors were identified, and
a matrix with dimensions of 49x49 was prepared.
The number of repetitions was considered twice,
and the matrix fill rate was 31%, indicating a
significant impact of the variables on each other
and their dispersion. The dispersion of the key and
effective variables regarding the future status of
the urban dilapidated areas in Urmia reflects the
instability of the system.

Conclusion

Among the 49 factors examined in this research,
13 factors are selected as key elements affecting
the sustainability of deteriorating urban fabrics.
Variables such as land use change, insufficient
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housing loans, and illegal construction have been
identified by experts on deteriorating urban
fabrics as the most significant and critical
factors. Ultimately, considering the current
situation of the influencing factors, four
scenarios are proposed for the deteriorating
fabric of Urmia, each of which could represent a
possible future for the city's deteriorating urban
fabric.
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Rank Label . Dl Label | Direct dependence | Label .Indlrect Label e
influence influence dependence
1 Var23 538 Var2l 635 Var23 575 Varl9 684
2 Var26 490 Varl9 618 Var26 562 Var21 637
3 Var24 482 Var22 482 Var24 463 Varl0 475
4 Varl3 385 Varl0 426 Varl3 422 Var22 470
5 Var02 353 Var49 361 Var08 386 Varl2 386
6 Var07 353 Varl2 313 Var37 371 Var49 361
7 Var37 337 Varl6 313 Var01l 357 Varl5 322
8 Var08 329 Var40 313 Var02 322 Var05 317
9 Var27 329 Varl5s 305 Var29 318 Var04 308
10 Var05 321 Var36 281 Var07 316 Var08 304
11 Var01 313 Var46 281 Var05 310 Var40 302
12 Varl7 305 Var06 273 Var27 300 Var06 301
13 Var29 305 Var05 265 Varl7 296 Var46 294
14 Var28 273 Var08 265 Var22 260 Varl6 293
15 Var03 265 Varl4 249 Var28 253 Varl4d 260
16 Var09 257 Varl8 249 Varl9 237 Var37 241
17 Var25 257 Var45 233 Var20 237 Var28 227
18 Var06 241 Var33 225 Varl8 234 Var44 223
19 Varld 217 Var34 225 Var25 232 Var23 221
20 Var20 217 Var37 225 Var2l 218 Var36 214
21 Varl8 209 Vard4 225 Varls 207 Var43 206
22 Var30 209 Var04 217 Var06 206 Var31 191
23 Varl9 200 Var03 200 Var03 203 Var02 188
24 Var22 192 Varl7 200 Var30 203 Varl8 184
25 Var32 176 Vard3 200 Var09 184 Var03 183
26 Var39 176 Var09 192 Var31 169 Var20 179
27 Varl5 168 Var20 184 Var32 167 Var09 179
28 Var21 160 Var23 184 Var48 142 Var34 172
29 Var04 152 Var28 184 Varll 142 Var45 171
30 Var34 152 Var02 168 Var04 139 Varl7 167
31 Var48 136 Var27 168 Varld 138 Var33 164
32 Varl6 128 Var32 160 Varl6 137 Var27 163
33 Var36 128 Var07 136 Var35 133 Var01l 147
34 Varll 120 Var39 128 Var36 124 Var4l 132
35 Var31l 120 Vardl 128 Var39 122 Var07 115
36 Varl?2 112 Var01 120 Var34 117 Var39 105
37 Var35 112 Var31l 120 Var4s 93 Var42 79
38 Var45 88 Var38 104 Var33 86 Var32 73
39 Var33 80 Var25 88 Var47 79 Var38 71
40 Vardl 80 Var35 88 Vard3 66 Var25 57
41 Var43 80 Var42 72 Var38 65 Var48 51
42 Var4d7 12 Varll 64 Varl2 64 Var30 45
43 Var38 64 Var48 40 Var4l 62 Var29 44
44 Var46 64 Var29 32 Var49 60 Varll 35
45 Vard9 56 Var30 32 Var46 59 Var35 22
46 Varl0 48 Var47 8 Var40 42 Vard7 13
47 Var44 48 Varl3 0 Varl0 41 Varl3 0
48 Vard0 40 Var24 0 Vard4 38 Var24 0
49 Var4?2 40 Var26 0 Var42 19 Var26 0
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