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In the present era, environmental challenges have increased the necessity of reducing the
temporal and spatial limitations of environmental education in cities, and the need for effective
educational frameworks in this field is felt. In this regard, the current Futures Studies research
examines the criteria and indicators important in the conceptual model of the environmental
component of the educating city in Iran which is based on global experiences, further, the
present research aims to analyze effective criteria and indicators in the environmental
component in the educating cities with the use of global experiences. This research is
conducted with an interpretive philosophy, an inductive approach, and an applied strategy,
employing a descriptive-content analysis method and utilizing mixed methods design
(qualitative-quantitative). The statistical population consists of 30 urban planning experts
selected through a convenience sampling method. The data has been collected through library
and field studies and data collection tools of documents and expert questionnaires. The
findings of the research, based on the content analysis of 10 successful global experiences and
using the Friedman test and structural equations, showed that 6 criteria of awareness, attitudes,
policies, skills, behaviors and social-environmental interactions, with weights of 3.71 and 3.54,
3.48, 3.45, 3.42 and 3.40, respectively, on environmental development and its dimensions,
including protection of aquatic ecosystems, optimal use of natural resources and energies,
environmental protection, urban green development, promotion of public health, preservation
of biodiversity and waste management have been effective with 29.66, 28.11, 27.44, 23.33,
18.94, 17.36 and 6.70 units respectively. The results reveal that adopting a comprehensive
approach by utilizing the city’s capacity as a platform for environmental education, focusing
on enhancing awareness, skills, attitudes, and behaviors, as well as strengthening social
interactions and reforming policies, can create a conducive environment for environmental
education and achieve environmental development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The research problem is that the existing knowledge
of the bio-environmental component of the
educating cities has not been practical enough to
facilitate the use of the city's capacity to provide
education; Therefore, the aim of this research is to
analyze the environmental component in educating
cities using global experiences. Therefore, this
research seeks to find answers to these questions:
What criteria and indicators are important in the
conceptual model of the environmental component
of the educating city in Iran which is based on global
experiences? And what is the order of importance of
each? To what extent do the mentioned indicators
affect each of the dimensions of environmental
development?

Methodology

This research was based on interpretive philosophy,
inductive and futures studies approach, practical
purpose and descriptive-analytical method (content
analysis). The present research, having a mixed
methods design (quantitative-qualitative), used a
cross-sectional method to collect data, and
information was collected using the field-library
method, = document  tools, and  experts'
questionnaires. Also, the theory of planned behavior
has been the basic theory for this research.

Results and discussion

The environmental component of the educating city
has an effect on the environmental development by
31.77 units. After that, the dimensions of
environmental development, including protection of
aquatic ecosystems, optimal use of natural resources
and energies, environmental protection, urban green
development, promotion of public health,
preservation of biodiversity and waste management
have been effective with 29.66, 28.11, 27.44, 23.33,
18.94, 17.36 and 6.70 units, respectively. The results
of the Friedman test revealed 6 criteria in order of
importance from 1 to 6 including environmental
awareness, environmental attitudes, environmental
policies, environmental skills, environmental
behaviors and social-environmental interactions
with a weight of 3.71, 3.54, 3.48, 3.45, 3.42 and
3.40. Next, Friedman's test was used to check the
importance and ranking of the indicators of the

environmental component in the educating cities
and the mentioned indicators were ranked in order
of importance.

Conclusion

By gaining a deeper understanding of
environmental challenges and adopting innovative
approaches, the educating cities can create a suitable
platform for educating and fostering a culture of
environmental conservation. Therefore, by focusing
on education and citizen participation in
environmental issues, these cities can serve as
models for other communities and pave the way for
a better and higher quality life for future generations.
Adopting a comprehensive approach by utilizing the
city’s capacity as a platform for environmental
education, focusing on enhancing awareness, skills,
attitudes, and behaviors, as well as strengthening
social interactions and reforming policies, can create
a conducive environment for environmental
education and achieve environmental development.
Therefore, despite the existence of challenges and
limitations in access to formal education, limited
resources, and lack of educational infrastructure in
urban areas, cities by taking advantage of their role
as an environment and educational tool, influence
the effectiveness of environmental education
programs and in this way, community-based
initiatives can provide opportunities for social
learning and environmental management. The
integration of environmental education in urban
planning and community development leads to the
promotion of environmental development. This
approach helps citizens to improve their stronger
connection and  positive interaction  with
environmental issues,  which leads to
environmentally friendly behaviors.
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