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Abstract

Investigation about coins of Persian and Non-Persian Kings that mint in Persia is an important
archaeological subject. In this regard many scholars published many books and articles about
this subject. This paper critically reviews the book entitled The Pre-Islamic Coinage of Iran
(The Achaemenid to the Sassanid) that written by Bita Sodaei and published in Persia. As its
name implies, the coins of the Persian and Non-Persian kings from the beginning of the rule of
the Achaemenid until the end of the Sasanian era are introduced and typified. This book was
written based on the turbulent repetition of the past material with old and sometimes false
views, without any analysis, innovation and addressing fundamental issues.
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Introduction

Investigation and recognition of
the coins minted by the Iranian and
non-Iranian kings when they ruled this
land is one of the important subjects in
numismatic studies of the world and
researchers have written various arti-
cles and books in this regard. Investiga-
tion and evaluation of the numismatic
books in Iran indicate that, except for a
few cases, no valuable books about this
issue have been published in Persian.
The collectors and enthusiasts of coins
and numismatics have made immature
and unscientific writings in this field,
which has increased the number of
such books in recent years. Therefore,
Bita Soudaei’s efforts in this regard, who
has conducted numerous research in
this field and published several articles,
are notable. Yet, her books have some
drawbacks which will be dealt with in
the following.

The author has not comprehensively
dealt with the coins in this historical pe-
riod and most chapters are shortly orga-
nized. For example, the author has ded-
icated only 10 pages to the Achaemenid
Period and has not sufficiently investi-
gated the coins from this period. Also,
she has failed to completely and compre-
hensively introduce the coins belonging
to each period in Iranian history. For ex-
ample, the content of the coins section
of the long periods of Iran’s history, such
as the Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sasani-
an, whose kings ruled over Iran for many
years, and there are undoubtedly more
coins from them is not much different
from that of the native dynasties, such as
Characene, Elymais, and Pars with wider
and more limited kingdoms. The typolo-

The Pre-Islamic Coinage of Iran
(The Achaemenid to the Sassanid),
Bita Sodaei, Pazineh, 2016, 142 pp,
ISBN: 978-600-180-131-0.

gy of coins in the Sassanid section is not
done very appropriately, and considering
that researchers sometimes divide the
coins of each of the Sassanid kings into
different types, the author’s typology is
under question. From a few lines, we find
out that the author has considered the
changes that have appeared on the back
of the coins, which are according to her
of the second type, as a criterion and a
basis for this typology.

Conclusion

The authors of the books on archeology,
arts, and the like always use some pic-
tures and images to better clarify the con-
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tents for the reader. In fact, in such books,
especially the books on the coins, the
images are not intended for decorations,
but they are intended for details and clar-
ity. In this book also the author has used
such a tool, however, not very appropri-
ately. She could present appropriate im-

ages with details about the kings’ coins
from various periods in Iranian history,
and help better clarify the contents. Fi-
nally, it can be said that the book lacks
innovation in terms of scientific expres-
sion and only describes the coins.
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