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Abstract

The Achaemenid was an empire that emerged in the land of Persia and successfully ruled a
large part of the world for more than two centuries. It seems that the legacy and achievements
of this dynasty remain in the memory of another ancient dynasty that emerged later from Per-
sia, the Sasanian particularly. However, a cursory look at the sources of the Sassanid and the
Islamic periods influenced by them shows that these sources did not know the Achaemenids
correctly, and a number of the names of the Achaemenid period and the events related to
them that appear in later sources are often confused and insufficient. Researchers have been
trying to justify this issue for a long time and have expressed different opinions about it. The
most important of these opinions emphasizes the forgetfulness of the Achaemenids in the
later periods and that the Sasanians did not know much about the Achaemenids from the be-
ginning. However, some scholars consider this the lack as a result of the change in the religious
and political approach of the Sasanians from the 4th century onwards, although they have not
made much effort to trace the roots of Achaemenid names in Sasanian and Islamic sources.
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Introduction

Some sources related the Sasanian pe-
riod, such as the writings of Herodian
and Cassius Dio, refer to the emphasis
of the founder of the Sasanian dynasty
on his Achaemenid descent and efforts
to revive their conquests and achieve-
ments. However, these sources are of-
ten neglected by researchers because
they believe that these merely reflect
the common tradition in Roman histo-
riography. Some sources of the Islamic
period, such as Tabari’s, are very similar
to those of the aforementioned histori-
ans, and this shows the authenticity of
the Roman sources regarding Ardeshir
Babkan’s claims. It is worth mentioning
that a number of other records, such
as Shahpur II's letter to the Roman em-
peror, stone carvings of early Sasanian
kings in Nagsh-e Rostam and near Ach-
aemenid works, Sasanian inscriptions in
the Persepolis and other similar sources
show the awareness of the Achaemenids
among the first Sasanians. However,
from the 4™ century AD, the Sasanians’
approach to religion and historiogra-
phy changed, and from then, due to the
gradual changes in religious and admin-
istrative systems of the Roman Empire,
the Sasanians also countered and a Zo-
roastrian religious system was estab-
lished. In the new religious setting, ef-
forts were made to emphasize religious
and Avestan characters, and therefore
the Sasanians no longer saw the need to
attribute themselves to the Achaeme-
nids, who were religiously free-thinking
and religion then was devoid of political
affairs. The result was that from the 4™
century onwards, the attribution to the
Achaemenids gave way to the Kayans,

who had a religious-oriented dynasty in
the Avesta.

However, the previous attempt of the
Sasanians to attribute to the Achaemenid
dynasty could not be completely aban-
doned, and the solution was put forward
that the Sasanians thought be merged to
the Achaemenid history with the sacred
history of Kayanian. Based on modern
historiography, the history of western
Iran and Mesopotamia was introduced as
a contemporary subset of history of east-
ern Iran, i.e. the history of the Kayanians,
and therefore the historical figures of
Mesopotamia became the subordinates
to the Kayanian figures. This importance
can be seen from the names of some As-
syrian and Babylonian kings in the Sasa-
nian and Islamic sources, who are intro-
duced as generals of Kayani kings in the
new Sasanian historiography. In the new
approach, the Sasanians introduced a
king like Cyrus, who was famous for his
religious tolerance and therefore had lit-
tle affinity with the new religious ideol-
ogy of his dynasty, as a general subordi-
nate to Kayanian kings, but the Sasanians
preserved the character of Darius, who
emphasized the worship of Ahura-Maz-
da more than other Achaemenid kings
and therefore seemed like a fanatical
Zoroastrian, just like that of Kayani king
Darab and transferred it to the new his-
toriography.

Conclusion

A number of Islamic historians have men-
tioned Cyrus in their works, and usually
researchers consider it to be influenced
by Jewish sources and refused to do fur-
ther research on the subject. However,
a closer examination of Islamic sourc-
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es shows that although there have been
some borrowings from Jewish sources,
the existence of Cyrus’ name in Islamic
sources cannot always be considered as
taken from Jewish sources. Among Islam-
ic historians, Tabari’s account is more de-
tailed, which can be used as a basis and
other accounts can be analyzed based
on it. Tabari has 6 different reports in dif-
ferent parts of his work, and in them he
mentions 5 different Cyrus: First, Cyrus
Maw?di, the killer of Belshassar, son of
Olmerdukh, son of Bakht al-Nasr, sec-
ond Cyrus, son of Jamaseb, third Cyrus
Kaykavan, son of Ghilam, son of Sam, son
of Noabh, the fourth is Kirash, the son of
Axoshverosh (Xerxes), the son of Kirash
(or Cyrus), the son of Jamasab, which is
the same as the second option, and the
fifth is Cyrus, the son of Goshtasb and the
father of Bahram. There is no doubt that
originally all these names meant the same
person, Cyrus the Great, and the confu-
sion of the sources caused the reports to
be fragmented and therefore one char-

acter became multiple ones. By remov-
ing the borrowings of Tabari and other
Islamic sources from the Jewish sources,
it is possible to reach the pure core that
changed their approach in historiogra-
phy after the Sasanians and wrote about
the character of Cyrus. Based on the cur-
rent research findings, “in the sources of
the Sassanian period, Cyrus with the title
(probably old) Keykavan, the son of Ja-
maseb the wise and the father of Xerxes,
is thought to have gone the west with his
son Xerxes, Dariush Mehri and Bahram
along with Bakhtarshah; and Cyrus after
a while is replaced by Bakhtarshah or
Bokht-al-Nassar by Bahman”. According
to the original character of Cyrus, who
was a great and popular conqueror, his
empty place was felt in modern Sasanian
historiography, and therefore, Sasanian
thinkers decided to transfer the import-
ant characteristics of Cyrus’ personality
to Key Khosrow, the great conqueror and
the Avestan holy king.
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