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The Bolshevik government of Russia intervened militarily in northern
Iran after World War |, while at the same time, the British expanded
their military activities in southern Iran by establishing the ‘Southern
police’. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method, examines
the performance of the Bolsheviks and the Southern police, and their
treatments towards lranians during this period, and compares and
contrasts them. The main question of the research concerns the
distinctions that exist in the operational methods of the Bolsheviks and
the Southern police in Iran. The findings indicate that the Bolsheviks,
apparenlty, sought to create convergence with Iranians; however, in
practice, they placed greater emphasis on promoting and disseminating
their ideology. Instead of paying attention to the national and religious
demands of lIranians, they did not shy away from direct military
interventions and economic and social violations. In contrast, the
British attempted to secure their interests by recruiting loyal Iranian
forces within the framework of the Southern Police and by gaining the
support of local tribes and governors in southern provinces, while
trying to minimize their direct military intervention.This research
shows that both sides addressed internal issues in Iran with different
approaches: the Bolsheviks emphasized ideological influence, while
the British sought to exert greater control over the situation through
cooperation with local forces and establishing security structures.
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