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For example, from the point of view of political thought and showing the traditions of
statehood in one of the important periods of Iran's history after Islam. Therefore, in this
essay, with the aim of getting to know Beyhaghi's attitude in finding the causes of historical
events, the fatalism in Beyhaghi's history and belief in the role of fate in shaping events
have been examined.

Method and Research: In fact, this research is A developmental research and in it, the
deterministic attitude of Abulfazl Beyhaghi in historiography has been investigated by
descriptive-analytical method. The sources used were also library sources.

Findings and Conclusions: Some of the conclusions and findings of the research are: In
History of Beyhaghi, the main events as "macro-narratives” are attributed to destiny. In
connection with this, the secondary events that can logically lead to the main event are also
considered due to fate .Sultan Masoud's reign and his defeat of the Seljugs are two macro-
narratives in History of Beyhaghi. By providing a deterministic interpretation of the
occurrence of these two events, other events related to them also have a deterministic
aspect. The reason for the monarchy is only God's will, and this is how it is given
legitimacy. In this way, some events are also formed: for example, a holy figure predicts
that reign. Also, when the defeat in wars is due to the will of God and the transfer of power
is tied to fate, the reason for a group of events is fate. Therefore, one should not blame the
king and accuse him of failing to do things and being imprudent.
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Introduction

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Abulfazl Beyhaghi (385-470 AH) left a book for Iranians to remember. In addition to
historical and literary values, this book can be studied from other perspectives, such as
political thought and the expression of statehood in one of the important periods of Iran's
history after Islam. Due to the fact that fatalism and belief in the strong role of fate in the
occurrence of events have obvious manifestations in the culture of Iranians as well as in our
historical and literary texts, it is not strange that this issue is reflected in the history of
Abulfazl Beyhaghi. The connection of the monarchy to the unchangeable will of God gives it
legitimacy. In connection with this issue, events are made; For example, the good news from
a holy person about the formation of that king's reign. Also, when defeat in wars is related to
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the will of God, some events become necessary according to God's will, and there is no
justification for criticizing the king and accusing him of being short-handed.

Methodology

This research is a Developmental Research in humanities and it was provided in a descriptive-
analytical way using library resources (books and articles). In this way, by focusing on the
main source and using secondary sources, the necessary information was transcribed and then
evaluated and processed in order to reach the results of the discussion.

Discussion

The first volumes of Beyhaghi's history book have been lost. Therefore, according to the
tradition that existed in the cultural and literary past of Iran and the author or poet has
included many materials that reflect his thought and the thought of his society and time in the
introduction of the book, due to the disappearance of these first volumes of valuable materials
We have lost the importance of political and historical attitudes. Despite this, we can
understand some aspects of Beyhaghi's theories about politics and the foundations of the
monarchy from the scattered materials in the remaining volumes of the book and the
propositions that Beyhaghi sometimes gave at the beginning of his historical narratives. As an
example: Beyhaghi, like many historians before and after him, although he tries to explain the
reasons for the formation of historical events and the most important of them is the transfer of
power between kings and victories and defeats in wars. But in the end, he considers all of this
to be the result of "destiny”. Belief in predestination has been widespread among us since the
past until now. In fact, "the thought that dominates our poetry and literature is a deterministic
thought that believes in destiny™ (Karami, 2004: 133). Fatalism has been considered the most
important tool of cultural resistance of Iranians against the dangers of life and trying to endure
it. They have said about the factor of fatalism in primitive and developed societies: "In
primitive societies, the factor that makes events necessary is fate. But in more advanced
societies and in religious thought, God is responsible for all events and events" (Qazi-Moradi,
2010: 286).

Abulfazl Beyhaghi lives in an atmosphere mixed with fatalism. It is not strange if in various
parts of Beyhaghi's history, belief in God's destiny and will is seen in the occurrence of
events. Some have considered fatalism and reference to the Qur'an as a sign of historians'
inability to understand the reasons for the emergence of governments and the empowerment
of individuals and making them appear sacred. But the case could be the opposite. Reflecting
on Beyhaghi's history does not show that he and some other nobles of the court of Ghazni
were unable to understand the cause of the events and could not understand what factors were
influential in the emergence of an event or what could be done to prevent some events from
happening. However, all of these causes are definitely attributed to God's will and it is stated
that since God has willed something, then He has also provided its causes and causes.
However, Beyhaghi has a deterministic attitude and is a deterministic historian; For this
reason, in the letter written by him to "Arslan Khan", it is stated: "The Great God has decrees
that are like a sharp sword, and its cutting method cannot be seen and understood. For this
reason, human weakness is revealed at any time and it is impossible to know what will
happen. A wise person should submit to the will of God and not trust his ability and leave his
work to God and know that good and bad and victory are in his hand. is God If a person ever
loses trust in God and becomes proud, he will regret it very much. Be honest with God that he
does not leave us alone in hardships and eases, joys and sorrows; We can be patient in
hardships and eases and thank him and not deviate from the path of servitude. In this way, our
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blessings and wealth will increase and God will be kind to us because of our gratitude”
(Beyhaghi, 2002, 3/961).

Conclusion

It is possible that the first volumes of Beyhaghi's history, which have been lost, contained
Beyhaghi's thoughts and theories about politics, issues, and the foundations of statecraft.
Despite this, this goal can be reached in the introductions and other contents of the book.
Among the topics that have come up in the history of Beyhaghi, which shows the streaks of
his political thought and his era, is fatalism and its appeal to interpret small and big events.
Iran's culture, both before and after Islam, is under the influence of destiny, and traces of
belief in fatalism can be seen everywhere in this culture. The entry of this belief in our main
historical and literary texts is obvious. This is also the history of Beyhaghi. In this book, there
are mega-narratives whose occurrence is closed to divine decree; Such as the coming to
power of "Sultan Masoud" and his defeat in the war with the Seljuk Turkomans. When these
macro-narratives are related to fate, naturally, the factors and logical causes of these main
narratives also become related to the divine will and find a spiritual appearance. For example,
the prediction of a spiritual figure about the power of a person or his children in the dream
world is the result of a good deed that that person has done. And like all the events that could
have prevented the defeat of "Masoud", but because the will of God was placed on the Seljuk
Turkmen gaining power, these events did not happen. Finally, it must be said Believing in fate
is one of the recurring topics in historical texts, including Beyhaghi history. So that the
historical attitude of Beyhaghi and other Iranian historians can be considered as belonging to
it. Believing in the sentences of the Qur'an, in which the strong influence of God's will is
emphasized in the shaping of events, and focusing on them is a strong solution for the
interpretation of many events in Beyhaghi history. Among them, the legitimacy and
examination of the defeat of the Ghaznavids against the Seljuk Turkmens as a macro-narrative
is one of the most prominent events. These make connected events also be related to destiny.
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