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Purpose: The standard culture is objectified in the community based on
the recognition of cultural solutions and problems. The foundations of the
standard culture refer to the fundamental elements of culture in the form
of the system of vision, value and disposition. Thus, the discrepancy in the
construction of these systems is considered a cultural division. To reach
the civilized world, the Qajars focused on the development of foreign
relations and fundamental changes. The connection with the Western
world made the social context in that period receptive to the emergence
and growth of new ideas. The new thoughts and beliefs and the resulting
changes, which were followed with the support of the Qajar kings' vision
and tendency, appeared to be traumatic in the character and social
behavior of that era. Accordingly, the main objective of this study was to
identify the origins and implications of cultural division in the Qajar
period.

Method and Research: Using a descriptive-analytical design, the present
study identified the origins and implications of cultural division in the
Qajar period.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings indicated that Westernism and
Westernization, modernism and self-loss, constitutionalism and justice,
the dispersion of power and the domination of foreigners over the
governance system were the origins of cultural division. Moreover, the
emergence of the Roshan Fekri (enlightenment) discourse, the influence
of enlightened ideas of western-oriented thinkers, de-traditionalization of
Westernized students, as well as political, military and economic
dependence of Iran are some implications of cultural division during the
rule of Qajar kings over Iran.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The investigation of cultural issues is directly related to the social human mechanism, and
examines the status, perspective and behavior of humans and the extraction of cultural
challenges of the target community. As an inherent variable and the first Islamic culture, the
HolytQur’an has considered the standard culture as the only way to achieve the desirable
Qur’anic civilization and has defined the norms and anomalies aimed at building the Islamic
society. Identifying the internal grounds of harm is one of the specialties of the Holy Qur’an
in investigating cultural issues, which can also be referred to as the incorporation of attitudes
and tendencies in the occurrence of social harms (Daneshkia 2014: 62). According to this
cultural perspective, any behavioral harm arises from a specific cognitive and attitudinal
system or value system. Intellectual and ideological features are present in all social values
and behaviors, and beliefs form the core of culture. In the cultural vision of the Holy Qur’an,
true values such as independence and xenophobia, self-confidence and self-reliance, legalism
and justice-orientation as well as commitment and responsibility are considered desirable
social norms and part of the Qur’anic culture (Fatir, 35:10; Al-Imran, 3: 139; Hadid, 57: 25;
Bagarah, 2: 286; Isra, 17: 36)

Methodology

Using the Qur’anic approach and focusing on cultural and social function, the present study
investigated the origins and implications of cultural division in the Qajar period, which was
an innovative aspect of the study.

Discussion
The Qajar era, characterized by the transition from the traditional path to the period of

administrative reforms and political changes in Iran as well as the political rivalries of great
countries such as England and Russia, has always been the focus of history and sociology
researchers. The political transformations and social changes of the 19" and 20" centuries in
Iran have given a special feature to the social and political structure of the Qajar period. The
Iranian community in the Qajar era should be considered a religious community (Shamim
2008: 368)

From the first years of the Qajar dynasty, Iran was desired and coveted by the colonists,
including the Russians and the British. This period is characterized by the formation of
foreign relations and the emergence of the idea of modernization and reforms. The foreign
relations of this period were accompanied by a variety of granting concessions, hiring experts
and trying to import technology and foreign capital, war and peace. The feeling of the need
for modernization and reforms on the part of the Qajar elites along with their inclination
towards the West should be considered as the consequence of the foreign relations of this
period and also the wars between Iran and Russia which started from within the sovereignty
and gradually expanded and had cultural, social and political consequences for the Iranian
community (Ibid.: 117). The dispersion of power sources prevented the completion of the
reform project. The failure of the reforms fueled the political, economic and ideological crisis
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of the Qajar political system and the social activists started to work and contributed to the
emergence of revolutionary and freedom-seeking thoughts and the Iranian Constitutional
Revolution (Adamiyat, 2006: 16).

Conclusion
The present study investigated cultural division as the discrepancies in attitudes and values in

the Qajar period. The coincidence of the Qajar era with global changes and developments
caused the establishment of relationships between Iran and Western countries and the
increasing familiarity of Iranians with technological and industrial advances in European
societies. Intellectually, the connection with the Western countries contributed to the spread
of new ideas and trends in Iran during the Qajar era. The emergence of the idea of
modernization and reforms received attention from Iranian elites, and as a result, an
enlightened class with a tendency towards the West emerged in Iran. Westernism was
propagated and promoted by intellectuals, permeated Iran's internal affairs and foreign policy,
and gradually involved the society in Westernization and self-loss.

The Westernized intellectuals believed that the elimination of backwardness and reaching the
apex of civilization would be possible by turning to the West and Western culture, and they
believed that the Iranian nation had no other choice but to put aside its beliefs and values and
be indifferent to its religion and customs to achieve the material civilization of the West.
Confrontation with Western culture and civilization encompassed all aspects of Iran's social
system. The superficial view of Western culture and civilization and lack of attention to its
intellectual content, the indifference of the Qajar rulers to the spirit of colonialism, and the
hegemony of the dominating countries resulted in the influence and domination of
colonialism in Iran.

The main consequence of the dispersion of Iran's power sources during the Qajar period was
the failure of reforms and modernization. This issue fueled the political, economic and
ideological crisis of the Qajar political system. Due to the lack of a powerful central
government in the Qajar period, the rebels sought to create chaos and insecurity in different
places. The separation of parts of Iran's territory was the outcome of these anarchies and
social insecurities. During this period, the country's economic facilities and capabilities were
given to foreigners in the form of various privileges and through the mediation of courtiers.
Military independence and the existence of a strong army in Iran were also contrary to the
interests of foreign powers in Iran, and foreigners tried to weaken lIran's military power to
dominate the country's resources and interests.

These issues contributed to the emergence of revolutionary and freedom-seeking thoughts
among lranian activists. The transfer of students abroad, the trips of courtiers and politicians
to Europe, and the migration of some Iranians to different countries paved the way for the
entry of constitutionalism and justice-seeking thinking in Iran. The outcome of sending
students to the West was the development of Westernized intellectual and cultural currents in
Iran, and the people with Westernized ideas formulated and implemented the cultural policies
of the Iranian government.
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