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its historical figures has been surrounded by such an aura of
ambiguity, legends and various and possibly contradictory sayings
as Bozorgmehr-e Bokhtagan, the wise minister Khosrow
Anoushirvan. As a result, there is no consensus among historians
and researchers about the meaning of the name, the surname, or
even its historical existence. Most of our information and
knowledge about Bozorgmehr, in addition to the Pandnameh that
has been known by his name and work for a long time, is the same
information that has been written about him in the historical and
literary books of the Islamic period and most of it also includes his
moral teachings and advices.

Method and Research: therefore in this research an effort has been
made to understand his personality from a different angle by
studying and examining the texts and writings in which Bozorgmehr
and his advices are mentioned and meditating on these advices.
Findings and Conclusions: Among the most important findings is
that Bozorgmehr belonged, at least for a time, to the community of
clergy (advisers) of the Sassanid period, through which he gave
advice and wrote didactic treatises in a special way and on a
significant scale.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Among the most popular and famous ministers of Iran in all ages, we should mention
Bozorgmehr-e Bokhtagan, the wise minister of Khosrow Anoushirvan Sasani, and although
some researchers have doubted his historical existence and considered his life unreal and
invented by the minds of myth-makers, But in the collective consciousness of Iranians he has
such a privileged and prominent position that it is rare to find an Iranian who is familiar with
the history and culture of his country who doesn't know Bozorgmehr and doesn't mention him
as a perfect example and true role model of the ministry; A comprehensive personality whose
inherent motto, insight and wisdom have been praised in many historical and literary writings
of the Islamic period (from the very beginning) and his wise words have been quoted on
various occasions. There are many different sayings about the name and surname of
Bozogmehr. "Some sources consider the famous legendary man of the Anoushirvan and
kavad periods to be the son of Sukhra (Zarmehr), and since Sukhra was nicknamed
Bokhtagan, they also wrote Bozorgmehr as the son of Bokhtagan™ (Sha'bani, 2015: 28). Others
consider him to be the same as Borzooyeh Tabib, who came from an aristocratic and noble
family, and in fact, according to them, Bozrogmehr and Borzooyeh are one person and he is a
combination of the characteristics of both: "Bozorgmehr is related to Sufra (Suter, Shokher,
Sofza...) on his father's side, and both the names "Borzooyeh and Bozorgmehr™ are spellings
of "Barzmehr", which of course is Borzooyeh, transformed by love into Borzomehr. and he is
the one who helped kavad to reach the throne. With the help of Anoushirvan, he destroyed the
Mazdakians, he brought Kalila and Demeneh from India to Iran, and he held the position of
advisor and minister to Khosrow Anoushirvan, and many wise words have been left by him"
(Dorry, 2009: 20-21); It is very difficult to know the truth from the legend about how
Bozorgmehr came to the ministry. What is mentioned in the books of the Islamic period is
that Khosrow Anoushirvan had a dream which all dreamers were unable to interpret. So, on
Khosrow's behalf, some of the Mobadan are ordered to search all over Iran for a person who
can interpret his dream. Meanwhile, in the city of Marv, one of the mobads sees a school in a
corner where a mobad is teaching Avesta and Zand to children. The teacher Mobad is unable
to interpret the dream, but at this time one of the children, who is studying religious sciences
at the school, opens his mouth and tells Mobad that he can interpret the king's dream, but he
will only take it to the king himself. Mobad toke the child, who was Bozorgmehr, with him to
the palace and he interprets the king's dream in the best way and after that he gets a position
in the royal court and his dignity increases every day until he reached the position of a
minister. In some historical books, Bozorgmehr is known as the minister of Khosrow parviz
and his death was also considered to be on the order of this king. Some others have even
traced his life back to the Islamic era and the time of Umar Ibn al-Khattab. We are therefore
faced with an obscure and semi-legendary character whose true identity has been difficult to
establish.

Methodology

In the Islamic period, the character of Bozorgmehr has been surrounded by a halo of various
sayings and legends, and this issue has led to the creation of different and sometimes
conflicting opinions and ideas about him and it is appropriate that in the present era, by using
the existing evidence and documents and past experiences, to understand his historical
personality from other points.

Discussion
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Despite the legends and conflicting words about Bozorgmehr's character, one cannot deny his
historical character, basically, can this volume of advices and didactic teachings be attributed
to an imaginary person? Or a person who does not exist objectively, during many centuries
and in many historical writings, becomes famous as a great example of knowledge and
wisdom, Especially in the writings of thinkers such as Abdullah 1bn Mugafa, Ibn Nadim and
Ibn Muskuyeh Razi who lived in the first centuries of the Islamic era and due to their
comprehensiveness in many sciences and knowledge of the time, their books and treatises are
considered important and reliable references of this era. «According to the logic of history, it
is extremely unlikely that all these stories and traditions about Bozorgmehr's character are
fake. The time of Khosrow i Kavatan was a time close to the believers of the early days after
the conquest of Islam, and how is it possible that a legendary person and baseless materials
have such a wide and accepted reputation” (Poortajan, 1978: 47). Therefore, there should be
no doubts about the historical existence of Bozorgmehr, except for some legends that have
been formed around his personality for a long time. But what can be said for sure about this is
that the name of Bozorgmehr has long been associated with advice and wisdom And many
advices were left by him or attributed to him; Therefore, in the continuation of the discussion,
by using the topic of Bozorgmehr's sermon and his special attention in this matter, an attempt
will be made to look at his character from another points. A character who in many ways is
similar to the mobadan and community of the clergy of the pre-Islamic period.

Conclusion
In the pre-Islamic period and based on the class system of that time, only certain groups of
society who were dedicated to the clergy, could preach and write didactic treatises in a special
and purposeful way. But in the meantime, there are instructions from three pre-Islamic
ministers: Oshnar T Dana, Jamasp T Hakim, and finally Bozorgmehr-e Bokhtagan. The reason
for the sermon of the first two cases is a bit clearer and more logical, because according to the
available documents, both Jamasp and Oshnar had the position of clergy in addition to the
position of minister. For example, Jamasp T Hakim, who was considered the son-in-law of
Zoroaster and his successor in the court, also held the responsibility of the clergy together
with the ministry, and in fact he was known as the Minister-Mobad. But this issue is a little
different in the case of Bozorgmehr. He is related to the historical period of the land of Iran,
and there are no advice or maxim left by any minister of the historical period, except
Bozorgmehr. As we have more information about Mehnarse, the minister of Yazdegerd than
other ministers of the Sassanid period, not only the maxim but not even a piece advice has
reached us. And another thing is that Bozorgmehr did not have the same reputation as Jamasp
as a mobad. Therefore, in order to search for the cause or factors of his sermon, we must
investigate it according to the available documents. By studying and examining more than 30
historical texts in which information and especially advices from Bozorgmehr are mentioned
in them and observing a significant number of advices related to medical science in them, we
can be sure that the hypothesis of some researchers about Bozorgmehr is correct and he is the
same Borzooyeh Tabib who was one of the court sages of Khosrow Anoushirvan. Apart from
this, if we consider him _ according to the words of some historians _ as the teacher of
Hormozd, the son of Khosrow II, as well as the signs that can be seen of his awareness of
Zoroastrian religious issues, there is no doubt that Bozorgmehr _ at least at one point in time _
was dedicated to Mobdan and the clergy community of that time had and, of course, he did
not have the position of Mobadan -e mobad.

The second reason for his advice can also be related to the issue of society classification.
As stated in the history books, although it was very difficult for people to go to another class
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and deal with their affairs, it was not impossible and sometimes there were exceptions. This
means that it is possible for a person to show his qualifications and considerable merits and
after going through various stages and tests and in case of success, he will be granted
permission to transfer to another class.

Therefore, it is not unlikely that a knowledgeable and experienced minister like
Bozorgmehr, who most likely belonged to an aristocratic family, was able to show the ability
and worthiness that the strict king like Khosrow Anoushirvan, be assigned the task of writing
maxim or various didactic treatises and pay attention to his advice and those around him and
other people.

But from what has been said and considering all the available evidences and documents, it
can be concluded that Bozorgmehr-e Bokhtagan, or Borzooyeh Tabib, belonged to the
Mobadan community of the Sassanid period at the beginning and then reached the position of
Khosrow Anoushirvan's ministry and the proof of that is all the signs that have been left in the
instructions of Bozorgmehr and various contents of historical books about him and were
mentioned in the previous pages.
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