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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

From the middle of the 6th century B.C. Under the Achaemenid Empire, the Persians
conquered a large part of their surrounding lands and became the main political power of the
world. However, before that, the Medes had pioneered in this field by conguering large parts
of the Iranian plateau and had paved the way for their Achaemenid successors. There is no
consensus among researchers about the nature of the Median kingdom, and due to the lack of
resources, the ideological manifestations of the Median kingdom are often hidden from
today's researchers. However, Herodotus, a historian from Halicarnassus in Asia Minor,
provides a general account of the rise of the first Median king named Deioces (1/96-101),
whose source is not very clear. Different researchers have given different opinions about the
historical nature of Deioces; Some consider him to be the same as Daiaukku, the governor of
Mannae, a contemporary of Sargon Il of Assyria, and some do not regard him as historical at
all. More important than the historical nature of Deioces is Herodotus's description of his
actions and the process of his rise, which introduces an ideological structure that has been
given less attention. The main question of the current research is that Herodotus's report on
the process of gaining power of the Deioces and the formation of the Median kingdom
indicates what government ideology?

Methodology
The present research method is descriptive-analytical.

Discussion

A more detailed examination of Herodotus' report shows that in his description of the
character and the process of the rise of Deioces, he attributes to him such characteristics as
justice, Popularity among people, urban planning and precision in expanding the security of
the city, the holy nature of the king and the special position of the king; He also mentions the
unity of the tribes by him (1/96-101). It is not precisely known from which source Herodotus
took his report, but researchers usually consider the oral words of the Median people as the
source of the formation of Herodotus' report. One of the important features of oral reports is
their fluidity in the form of time and place, and therefore it was possible that the Medes
narrated the conditions of the ancient society to Herodotus, and it was equally possible that
the conditions of the contemporary society in the Achaemenid period in an ancient form to be
cast in an older frame. However, what is certain is that the Median narrators of Herodotus
were trying to introduce the Median government ideology to Herodotus by telling this report
(which Herodotus apparently summarized).

With a close look at ancient Iranian sources and especially Zoroastrian sources, we can find
undeniable similarities between Deioces mentioned in Herodotus' history and ideal king
considered in Zoroastrian religion. The Zoroastrian religion, which came into existence in an
unknown period and in an unknown place, gradually regularized its ideological structure in
relation to statecraft, and Zoroastrian thinkers tried to introduce certain characteristics for an
ideal king to draw a certain policy for Zoroastrian kings. The mentioned characteristics were
taken from the Iranian tradition, the principles of Zoroastrianism and the deeds of the eminent
kings of ancient Iran. In the meantime, some historical and mythological figures such as
Jamshid, Fereydon, Key-Khosrow and Key-Goshtasp were more important due to their
special position and they were considered ideal kings of Zoroastrian religion and therefore
they are considered a good model for the formation of the definition of the ideal king in
Zoroastrian religion. Although most of the volume of the Avesta has been lost, some of the
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mentioned features can be obtained from the remaining parts. By carefully looking at the
Gahan and remaining parts of the Avesta and comparing it with the later Pahlavi sources that
were trying to preserve the tradition of Zoroastrian religion, the characteristics of ideal king in
this religion can be recovered. Adherence to Asha, which was considered to be the universal
law and order, and therefore acting on it was equal to justice, was one of the most important
characteristics of idealistic kings in Zoroastrianism; Popularity among the people and taking
care of their affairs also had an important place in the characteristics of the ideal kings of the
Zoroastrian religion; Helping and establishing security, which are sometimes one of the main
concerns of Zoroaster, are also emphasized in later texts, and it is clear that was considered to
be one of the main duties of an ideal king; After all, the ideal kings of the Zoroastrian religion
were usually outstanding heroes and favored and noticed by Ahura-Mazda, and in this sense,
having a Farrah-e Kiani and thus they were considered beyond ordinary people and had a
special sanctity; Finally, the ideal kings of the Zoroastrian religion were usually responsible
for organizing the conditions of the people and establishing order and unity among them. All
the mentioned features are somehow reflected in Herodotus's report and therefore it can be
seen that he received his report from his contemporary Iranians who believed in the
Zoroastrian religion and regardless of whether the historical nature of the report is true or
false, They were trying to introduce the founder of the Median kingdom in this framework.

Conclusion

Herodotus, the Greek historian of the 5th century BC, in his report on the formation of the
Median kingdom, describes the performance of Deioces, the first king of the Medes, and in
the story of his rise, he attributes to him a number of special features and functions that seem
to be They are derived from a comprehensive and pre-compiled program, and this in itself
indicates that he used special resources that originated from Median circles. The result of the
present research shows that the Medes, when they orally were introducing the history of their
kingdom to Herodotus, considered the model of formation and consolidation of government
in the Zoroastrian religion; A pattern that can be recovered among other kingdoms formed in
ancient Iran, where more information is available about their Zoroastrianism. The main axes
of this model were the king's justice and rule of law, his sanctity and mediation between God
and the people, the creation and expansion of security for the people, and finally the creation
of unity among the people and Adherence to bilateral commitments between the king and the
people. Since there is no reason to imagine the change of religion among the Medes during
the 7th to 5th centuries BC. it can be assumed that the ancient Medes also adhered to the same
principles and perhaps the main motivation of the formation of the Medes kingdom was
following the model proposed in the Zoroastrian religion.
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