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Abstract

During the Qajar era, Iran's growing engagement with foreign nations led to Guilan being
designated as a border territory, primarily due to its unique geographical conditions. The region's
fertile soil and abundant water resources for agriculture attracted significant political and commercial
interest from abroad. As Guilan's prominence increased in political, commercial, and social spheres
during this time with multiple foreign consulates established in Rasht, the local population
experienced a notable influx of foreign nationals. This foreign presence and support for their citizens'
interests in Guilan led to various outcomes, including some residents accepting foreign citizenship.
This socio-political issue prompted protests from a coalition of freedom advocates and open-minded
locals in Guilan, leading the Qajar government to implement measures aimed at preventing the
persistence of this phenomenon. This study employed a historical approach and a descriptive-
analytical method to explore the adoption of foreign citizenship among Guilan's populace during the
Qajar period from 1882 to 1921 AD (1300-1339 AH). It investigated the emergence of this
phenomenon, elucidating both the efforts of foreign entities to recruit Guilan citizens and the Qajar
government's measures to mitigate this societal trend. The research findings identified key factors
contributing to residential migration, including the influx of foreign nationals to Guilan, extensive
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support from governments like Russia and the Ottomans for their citizens, inadequate support from the
Qajar government for local residents, and the poor conduct of governors and local leaders.

Keywords: Iran during the Qajar Era, Relations between Iran and Russia, Relations between Iran and
the Ottoman Empire, Guilan during the Qajar Era, Change of Citizenship.

Introduction

During the Qajar era, particularly from the Naserid period (1848-1896 AD), the land of Guilan
gained considerable importance in Iran's foreign relations and for foreign governments. The
construction of the Rasht-Tehran gravel road facilitated the movement of political and commercial
representatives from foreign countries through the Caspian Sea and towards Tehran. Guilan's strategic
geographical location and fertile land made it a gateway to Europe. This, in turn, led to a significant
influx of foreign nationals into the province. The establishment of various foreign government
consulates in Guilan, including those from Russia, England, France, and the Ottoman Empire, and the
consuls' support for their citizens, strengthened the positions of these foreign nationals in the region.
As the presence of foreign nationals in Guilan increased, an intriguing socio-political phenomenon
emerged during the Qajar period - the change of nationality by a portion of Guilan's population. This
was an unprecedented occurrence as some residents sought to place themselves under the protection of
foreign governments by changing their citizenship, while maintaining their presence and residence in
Iran and Guilan. This phenomenon created problems and difficulties for the society and residents of
this part of Iran, warranting historical investigation and study of its various dimensions. The present
study aimed to explain and interpret the various factors and reasons behind the emergence of this
socio-political phenomenon, as well as its social consequences for the society of Guilan during the
Qajar era, based on historical sources.

Materials & Methods

This research adopted a historical approach and employed a descriptive-analytical method to
investigate the phenomenon of Guilan's residents accepting foreign citizenship during the Qajar period
from 1882 to 1921 AD (1300-1334 AH). The study examined the efforts of foreign governments to
increase their nationals among the people of Guilan, as well as the measures taken by the Qajar
government to prevent this social phenomenon. Examining the reasons and factors behind the
acceptance of foreign citizenship in Guilan Province and its consequences could shed light on an
important aspect of the challenges faced by the Qajar government during this period of Iran's history.
However, written documents had not paid much attention to the problems related to the phenomenon
of citizenship change in Guilan during this time. Therefore, this study relied on historical documents
from the Qajar period, as well as archival documents related to the issue of foreign citizenship, to
investigate these issues and problems. The aim was to study the adoption of foreign citizenship as an
emerging social phenomenon in Guilan during the Qajar era based on archival and primary source
materials. This necessitated an examination of the actions of the Qajar government and the policies of
foreign governments in Guilan Province.

Research Findings:
The findings of this research indicated that several factors contributed to the change of citizenship
among the people of Guilan during the Qajar period:
ajar ruler’’ behaviors towards the people of Guilan, including impoging heayy tases and
supporting foreigners to purchase real estate in Guilan, despite the prohibition law, which led to
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disputes and conflicts between the rulers and the provincial authorities of Guilan over land acquisition.

2. The inappropriate behaviors of landowners, who often leased their agricultural lands to
foreigners to avoid heavy taxes, which caused problems for the Guilani citizens as the new foreign
landowners acted according to their own regulations to maximize profits, disregarding the status of the
local population.

3. The all-round support provided by foreign governments to their citizens' illegal activities in
Guilan, which strengthened the positions of foreign nationals and weakened the Iranian government's
ability to support its own citizens, causing frustration among the local population.

4. The significant presence of foreigners in Guilan, which led to tensions between domestic and
foreign nationals over civil, financial, and commercial issues, ultimately resulting in the detriment of
the Qajar government and Iranian citizens.

The consequences of this phenomenon of citizenship change included the increasing number of
foreign nationals in Guilan, stabilization of the positions of foreign countries in the region, and
creation of divisions and conflicts among the people of Guilan.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The findings of this documentary research indicated that during the Qajar era, the economic and
political importance of Guilan province provided the basis for a large influx of foreign nationals to the
region. Foreign consulates and representatives actively supported the positions of their citizens in
Guilan, providing them with comprehensive assistance to obtain greater economic and political
benefits. The support provided by foreign governments to their nationals, along with the collaboration
of some Qajar rulers, officials, and agents of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in helping foreign citizens
acquire property in Guilan, contributed significantly to this phenomenon. Additionally, the
mistreatment of local residents and landowners by the rulers and authorities coupled with the lack of
comprehensive support from the Qajar government towards its own subjects and nationals led some
people of Guilan to change their citizenship and accept those of foreign countries, including Russia
and the Ottoman Empire. While the Qajar government made efforts to prevent these problems, the
encouragement and assistance provided by some rulers, scholars, and landowners ultimately led to the
escalation of the phenomenon of citizenship change among the people of Guilan, demonstrating the
complex interplay of political, economic, and social factors that shaped this emerging issue during the
Qajar period.
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Document No. 1. Correspondence between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Internal
Affairs regarding the leasing of properties in Gilan by foreign nationals and the prohibition of scholars and
religious authorities from signing such leases (Document Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, document
year 1329 AH, K25, P8, Q28)
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Document No. 2. Correspondence of the foreign affairs agent with the minister of foreign affairs regarding
the claim of granting citizenship of the Russian government to some residents of Gilan, by taking Russian 1D
cards and creating chaos in Gilan with the support of the Russians (Documents Center of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Year of Document 1326, K26, P1, Q28)
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Document No. 3. Petition about the complaint of the people of Gilan against a person from Gilan named
Mohammad Jan, a Russian citizen, due to the aggressive seizure of people’s property by the said person with the
support of the Russian government (ibid., document year 1324 AH, K02, P01, Q274)
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Document No. 4. List of properties rented by a person named Kharilawi Shahbandar of the Ottoman
government in Gilan (ibid., year 1329 AH, K37, P19, S1)
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Document No. 5. Correspondence of the Rasht Municipality Association with the National Assembly
regarding the tax imposed on vehicles, the acceptance of Russian and Ottoman citizenship by most of the people
of Gilan, the leasing of most of the properties of Gilan by Russian and Ottoman citizens (Documents Center of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Year of Document) 1328 AH, box 25, folder 32, document number 54)
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Document No. 6. Correspondence between the Gilan Justice Department and the Ministry of Justice
regarding the disorderly situation in Gilan due to the interference and corruption of foreign countries in the said
country and the inability of the departments including the government, agency and judiciary to resolve the
disorders, the power of the Russian and Ottoman governments in Gilan, the greater tendency of the people of
Gilan to the aforementioned governments and accepting their citizenship, two-thirds of Gilan's property being in
the hands of foreign nationals, forming a trial court in the Russian consulate to deal with the cases of their
nationals against the treaty (Documents Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, document year 1328 AH,
carton 37, file 6, document number 16)
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Document No. 7. Correspondence between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Interior
regarding the purchase of property in Gilan, contrary to the Turkmanchai Agreement, by foreign nationals and
the seal and signing of their documents by local scholars, despite the prohibition by the Iranian government
(Document Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, year of Sanad 1328 AH) , Carton 25, File 10, Document
No. 99)
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Document No. 8. Correspondence of the Gilan Foreign Affairs Agency with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
regarding the recognition of Ottoman nationals by the Ottoman consulate in Rasht, through the purchase of an
Ottoman ID card and the opposition of the Iranian government to the said action (Documents Center of the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1328 HQ, box 26, file 1, document number 29)
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Document No. 9. Correspondence of the Gilan State Association, the head of the post office, the Rasht Order
and the Gilan Justice Department with the ministers regarding the facing of the Gilan administrations with
serious problems, due to the reliance of some owners of Gilan on Russian, English, Ottoman and French foreign
nationals and renting their properties to their nationals. The aforementioned as well as the delegation of authority
to 50,000 subjects living in properties leased to foreigners (Document Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Document Year 1328 AH, Box 26, File 29, Document No. 41)



oo S0 Conl 4 L SUS 5l leds JLebl 8L cax sl el Solis b OUS S )l ol (L5018 L1 N Y S )led

slewl 58 10) apw sy S g &U‘SCLJ\ sLssl Al 4 sy 5SSl 3 aal 0SUSS sla IS8 65050 o @ SL 5L
(Y‘i ;)kMM‘Vq ;Jw}ﬂ AN &J:)ksté,h\v‘/\.kw\)l.w gd‘ﬁ‘ &)k})}ﬁ. Q)b}

Document No. 10. Correspondence between Gilan's Foreign Affairs Ministry and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, regarding the declaration of some Gilani citizens to the citizenship of the Russian government by
obtaining a national 1D card, the description of the various forms of citizenship, the Russian consul's
acknowledgment of the issue of the increase of Gilani citizens of the Russian government (Document Center of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Iran) , document year 1328 AH, carton 26, file 29, document number 34)
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Document No. 11. Correspondence between Imam Juma Lahijan's lawyer and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
regarding the support of the Ottoman government to its Gilani citizen named Hossein Eskandani from the
encroachments of the Masharaliyya on the property of Imam Juma Lahijan (Documents Center of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, year of the document
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Document No. 12. Correspondence of the Foreign Affairs Agency with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
regarding the acceptance of Ottoman citizenship by a group of residents of Gilan, both Muslim and Armenian,
and the Ottoman government's support for them (Document Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Document
Year 1329 AH, Box 26, File 5, document number 73)
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Document No. 13. Correspondence about renting or buying two-thirds of Gilan properties by foreign
nationals, forcing the Russian consul to the foreign brokerage office in Gilan to sign real estate transaction
documents in Gilan, handling the claims of Russian nationals in the courts of the Russian government in case the
brokerage opposes illegal activities. Russian citizens (document center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
document year 1330 AH, carton 26, file 60, document number 1)
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Document No. 14. Correspondence of the Gilan foreign minister with Shahbandi Osmani regarding the
acceptance of the citizenship of the said government by many residents of Gilan and a request from Shahbandari
to accurately declare their true nationals in Gilan (Documents Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
document year 1330 AH, box 27 , file 36, document number 2)
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Document No. 15. The document about the names of new Gilani citizens of the Ottoman government, in
addition to a number of new non-Gilani citizens living in Rasht from other provinces of Iran in 1330 AH
(Document Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, year of document 1330 AH, box 26, file 47, document No.
12)



1641 jle o(T) &%)Jj/ajl«.ﬁ‘/,ﬁ;f‘w S o 2o U (sla in i a4y 20 /AY

Dol e SIS ladall (i a e e slesl S50 s IS (bl b as s sel gl A5 AT 5 led daw
GANY L Il st sal gl bl S 0) OUS 55 555 cbaaille 5 SWel UL 05 SSestls 5 gl Sleie Cumsls
(Y s5led Lo £ Y 555 5 YV o558

Document No. 16. Correspondence of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the General Treasury regarding
the claim of Seyyed Morteza Sharif Al-Ulami Gilani to accept Ottoman citizenship for not paying taxes on his
property and interests in Gilan (Document Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, document year 1330 AH,

box 27, file 42 , document number 2)
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Document No. 17. Correspondence of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the Ministry of Science regarding
the request of the Russian Embassy to establish a Russian school in Gilan, due to the presence of a large number
of Russian citizens in Gilan (Document Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, document year 1330 AH, box

37, file 51, Document number 1)
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