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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Employment refers to the "utilization of labor in specialized roles, aligning the skills of specialists
with the specific positions required by social organizations." It is a goal achieved through economic
growth. Therefore, it can be stated that employment is highly sensitive to economic cycles, and the
adoption of sound macroeconomic policies is essential for overall job growth. In line with the
conditions of each country, certain sectors can be prioritized, with the development of the tourism
sector being one of the most effective strategies (Taibi & Babaki, 2010). Research indicates that the
tourism sector generates more employment per dollar of income compared to other sectors. For this
reason, many policymakers view the development of tourism as a favorable strategy to reduce
unemployment in areas with limited job opportunities in other economic sectors (Mosaei, 2012).
Additionally, sports have introduced a new category of tourists, encompassing diverse aspects. It has
been recognized as a driving force for the economic and social revitalization of both urban and rural
communities (Falahi, Hosni, & Karroubi, 2012). Given the significant importance of addressing
unemployment in the country and the need to focus on the development of service industries such as
tourism, alongside the cultural characteristics of Iran, sports tourism stands out as a culturally
compatible and profitable form of tourism. It offers numerous employment opportunities and can help
bridge the gap between Iran's current standing and its potential at the international level. The purpose
of this research is to compare direct and indirect job creation, as well as its components, across various
sectors of employment within the sports tourism industry.
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Materials and Methods

The research method was a descriptive survey and field-based. The statistical population included
individuals who have published at least one book or two scientific research articles in fields related
to employment and tourism, as well as administrative experts in employment and tourism, all holding
at least a bachelor's degree and having a minimum of 10 years of work experience. The approximate
size of the statistical population was 1,000 researchers and 1,600 experts. Sampling was conducted
using a random method, and a sample size of 334 participants was determined through Morgan's table.
The measuring instrument used was a researcher-designed questionnaire. The face validity of the
questionnaire was confirmed by obtaining feedback from 10 professors, who provided their opinions
and suggested necessary corrections. A Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.92 was calculated to assess
the reliability of the questionnaire. Exploratory factor analysis revealed two factors related to job
creation—direct and indirect—resulting from development. Additionally, six factors associated with
the types of direct and indirect job creation influenced by the development of sports tourism in various
fields of activity were identified. The results of confirmatory factor analysis indicated that all obtained
coefficients are significant, as the RMSEA value is less than 0.08, suggesting that the model has a
good fit. Both descriptive (frequency, percentage, and average) and inferential statistical methods
(Friedman and Kruskal-Wallis tests) were employed to analyze the data. All statistical calculations
were conducted using SPSS 19 and Lisrel software.

Results
The research results revealed a statistically significant difference between the three components of
direct employment generation (permanent, seasonal, and part-time) across different areas of sports
tourism (p = 0.001, chi-square = 22.779). Based on the average ranks, it can be concluded that,
according to the participants, direct job creation has the highest share in permanent positions,
followed by seasonal and part-time direct job creation in the subsequent ranks. There is a statistically
significant difference between the three components of indirect employment generation (permanent,
seasonal, and part-time) across different fields of sports tourism (p = 0.001, Chi-square = 70.55).
Based on the average ranks, it can be concluded that, according to the participants, indirect job
creation has the largest share in permanent positions, with seasonal and part-time indirect job creation
following in the subsequent ranks. According to the obtained results, there is no statistically
significant difference between the views of experts and researchers regarding direct employment
generation (pp = 0.20, Chi-square p = 1.64, pf = 0.692, Chi-square f = 0.15, pd (0.059) = d = 3.56).
However, the average ranks indicate that, according to the researchers, the largest contribution in
different fields of direct employment is in permanent positions, followed by direct seasonal
employment in the subsequent ranks. From the perspective of experts, in the context of direct and
seasonal employment, part-time and permanent employment occupy the next ranks. There is a
statistically significant difference in indirect and seasonal employment (p = 0.012, Chi-square =
6.386). However, no statistically significant difference was found regarding permanent and part-time
indirect employment generation (pp = 2.063, p = 0.20, Chi-square = 1.643).

Based on the average ratings, it can be concluded that, according to researchers, in various fields of
indirect and seasonal job creation, the largest share is in seasonal positions, with permanent and part-
time indirect job creation following in the next ranks. Meanwhile, according to experts, in various
fields of direct and permanent job creation, the largest contribution is in permanent positions, with
direct part-time and seasonal job creation ranking next.
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Conclusion

Iran is a country with a unique cultural identity and ranks among the top ten nations in terms of tourist
attractions. Despite facing international sanctions and having an economy heavily reliant on a single
product, there is a pressing need to develop the tourism industry, particularly sports tourism, which
aligns well with Islamic culture. To achieve this, it is essential to focus on building well-equipped
sports centers and prioritize media advertising targeted at both local and international audiences.
Comprehensive planning across social, economic, cultural, and infrastructure dimensions is crucial
for the successful development of the sports tourism industry.

The growth of Iran's young population in recent decades underscores the need for innovative solutions
to create employment opportunities. It is vital to consider Islamic culture and beliefs in the
development of tourism. Fortunately, sports tourism not only offers economic benefits but also
contributes to strengthening national solidarity, preserving national identity, and promoting Islamic
culture globally. By developing the sports tourism industry, Iran can attain a prominent position on
the international stage, thereby reducing its reliance on a single-product economy, preserving
resources, and addressing the issue of unemployment.

Keywords: Sports Tourism, Industry, Direct Employment, Indirect Employment.
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