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Abstract

The concept of the thing in itself in Kant's philosophy is the element which
deprives us of knowing the thing as it is in itself. Hegel, who believed that
knowledge is limited by nothing but itself, had to eliminate the thing in itself
in his Absolute Idealism and in this way make his concept of Knowledge
absolute. Many scholars believe that he did so in the first part of his
Phenomenology of Spirit, titled 'Consciousness'. In this paper, in contrast to
other studies which are concerned with Hegel's external critique of this
concept and what he has said about it here or there in his System of
philosophy, we'll examine his internal encounter with the Thing in Itself as it
is occurred in the first chapter of the Phenomenology of Spirit. In doing so,
we will try to show why he believed that, if we pursue the process of
sublating the shapes of consciousness into one another, there won't be
anything like the Thing in Itself. Then We will attempt to explain why his
efforts are futile and why, even in the Phenomenology of Spirit, the thing in
itself exists exactly in the sense that Kant meant by the term.

thing in itself, sense certainty, perception, understanding, consciousness, ontology,
the Absolute.
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1. Introduction

Kant's transcendental idealism was essentially an attempt to determine the necessary conditions under
which experience can be objective experience. Kant tried to show that our knowledge rests on two
different foundations: receptivity and spontaneity. According to Kant, our knowledge is founded on two
key principles: firstly, the receptivity of sensory matter, which is represented through pure forms of
intuition, namely time and space; and secondly, the spontaneity of understanding, which determines the
form of experience. For this reason, he regarded the concepts or categories of understanding as "empty"
forms that, in and of themselves, do not facilitate cognition. He further postulated that, in the absence of
this form being applied by understanding to the matter of experience, no cognition would be obtained.
Concepts merely determine the form of experience. However, in his Critique of Pure Reason, Kant
attempted to demonstrate that if this form is not applied to the matter of experience (the matter received
through what he refers to as “intuition”), then there is essentially no cognition at all. One of the
implications of this view is the limitation of concepts to what Kant refers to as the “thing in itself”. In
fact, Kant believed that we have knowledge of the object only to the extent that we have received its
representations and given them form through concepts of understanding. For this reason, in Kant's
philosophy, the thing-in-itself, or in other words, the object as it is in itself, can never be known.

The concept of the "thing in itself" has been one of the most controversial elements of Kant's
philosophy, which has been subjected to criticism over the years. One of Hegel's most significant
critiques of Kant's transcendental idealism is that by confining our knowledge to the thing-in-itself,
Kant precludes us from knowing the object as it is in itself. This is contrary to Hegel's own assertion
that knowledge cannot be constrained by anything beyond itself. In light of this, it can be argued that
one of the most crucial tasks for Hegel within his philosophical system is to eliminate the concept of
the thing-in-itself, as Kant understood it. Indeed, an examination of Hegel's System of Science,
including the Phenomenology of the Spirit, the Science of Logic, and the Encyclopedia of
Philosophical Sciences, reveals that Hegel himself was acutely aware of this issue and he has on
numerous occasions offered critiques of the concept of the thing-in-itself.

However, Hegel addresses the notion of the thing-in-itself within the framework of his
philosophical system in two distinct ways. On the one hand, he has presented a comprehensive and
compelling critique of this concept within his own philosophical system. He has sought to elucidate
why, in his estimation, this concept is untenable and Kant's assumption regarding it is misguided. A
number of studies have been conducted to examine Hegel's critique of the concept of the Kantian
thing-in-itself. The question of whether Hegel's criticisms of the thing-in-itself concept are justified
has been the subject of various investigations. These studies have attempted to demonstrate whether
Hegel's criticisms of the Kantian concept of the thing-in-itself are justified. Hegel himself, however,
regarded this approach as an example of what he refers to as "external,”" because they fail to address
the fundamental question of why Kant posited the concept of the "thing in itself." Hegel himself
placed a premium on critiques that were immanent; that is, those that demonstrate, through immediate
engagement with the issue at hand, why that issue is untenable.

On the other hand, in his Phenomenology of Spirit, Hegel employs a distinct methodology with
regard to the concept of the thing in itself. In this "introduction™ to his philosophical system, Hegel
attempts to eliminate the thing in itself by tracing the necessary progression of consciousness in an
immanent manner and seeks to "sublate” the thing in itself in what he calls "the Concept.” Indeed, he
maintains and tries to demonstrate that if the necessary progression of consciousness is traced
correctly, then the notion of the thing-in-itself would be rendered null and void, and Kant was not
justified in limiting the concepts or categories to it.

In light of the aforementioned remarks, in this article, we will first endeavor to elucidate the
significance of the thing-in-itself for Hegel and the impetus behind his endeavor to “sublate” this
concept within his own philosophical framework. In the following section, we will examine the first
chapter of the Phenomenology of Spirit in greater detail, elucidating the conclusions drawn by Hegel
in each of its three parts. Thereafter, we will illustrate the process through which he endeavors to
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sublate the thing-in-itself, and finally, we shall undertake a meticulous investigation of the outcomes
attained at each stage of this undertaking, with the aim of demonstrating, on the basis of these results,
why we are of the conviction that he has not succeeded in sublating the thing-in-itself.

2. Significance of the Issue

A substantial corpus of research has addressed Hegel's so-called "external” critiques of the thing-in-
itself. The importance of this line of inquiry is indisputable. Indeed, such studies can ascertain the
veracity of Hegel's critiques of the concept of the "thing-in-itself," a question that carries significant
implications for the interpretation of Kant's philosophy and the overall understanding of the "thing-in-
itself." However, the issue that we will address in this article is of particular significance. In essence,
our objective is twofold: First, we seek to illustrate how, in the introduction to his System of Science,
namely the Phenomenology of the Spirit, Hegel sought to sublate the thing-in-itself. This was to
provide the foundation for the subsequent components of the System, namely Logic, Philosophy of
Nature, and Philosophy of Mind. Secondly, to ascertain whether Hegel was indeed successful in
achieving his goal. The significance of this inquiry is that if it is ascertained that Hegel failed to
achieve his objective, it follows that the "Concept,” which is the connecting element between the
constituent elements of his philosophical System, is also constrained to the thing-in-itself, and
consequently, the Concept cannot be regarded as the "Absolute” that Hegel employs as the foundation
of his philosophical system, and this, in turn, renders his philosophical system susceptible to similar
criticisms that have been directed at Kant's thought in this regard.
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