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Abstract

Among the interpretations of mental existence, only a few of them have ruled
on the existential contradiction between the acquired knowledge and mental
existence; Gholamreza Fayyazi’s view is the latest among them. One of the
consequences of this recitation is the reconstruction of the representative
apparition (al-shabah al-muhaki) theory and the substitution of representative
correspondence  (al-mutabiqat  al-hikayi) instead of  substantive
correspondence (al-mutabigat al-mahawi) in the famous recitation. Fayyazi
has argued on the ontological distinction between the acquired knowledge
and mental existence in two ways: the inner vision and the argument of
correlation. This article has explained Fayyazi’s interpretation of the theory
of mental existence in seven parts. The critical examination of this
interpretation led to the conclusion that the theory of the unity of the knower
and the known does not require that acquired knowledge be other than
"mental form" from an ontological point of view; In addition, it was
concluded that it is not correct to replace the representative correspondence
instead of the substantive correspondence; because, it lacks the criteria
necessary to explain the presentation and the correspondence between the
mind and the object.
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Introduction

Mulla Sadra and many of his commentators have discussed the issue of mental existence extensively,
often using similar wording. According to this view, essence exists externally in a way that its
associated effects follow it. However, in the mind, while the essence and its essential attributes are
preserved, it exists in another form (mental existence) where the associated effects do not follow. This
interpretation implies that acquired knowledge is not distinct from mental essence, as the essence that
manifests through mental existence also constitutes our acquired knowledge of the external world
(e.g., Mulla Sadra, 1981/B, p. 24; idem, 1981/A, vol. 1, pp. 263, 266; vol. 3, p. 312; Tabatabaei, 1995,
p. 34).

This interpretation has faced numerous objections. In response, some philosophers have proposed
that acquired knowledge and mental existence have distinct existences. The most recent interpretation
along these lines is by Ghulamreza Fayyazi, who offers philosophical criticisms of the famous
interpretation and presents a new explanation within the theory of the "ghost narrator." The focus of
this article is to examine Fayyazi’s criticisms of the famous interpretation of the theory of mental
existence. A separate and detailed discussion of his new interpretation of the "ghost narrator” will be
pursued in another article.

Fayyazi’s criticisms are significant because they offer a fresh perspective on the famous
interpretation, addressing aspects that have often been overlooked. Reflecting on these criticisms—
whether accepting or rejecting them—can deepen our understanding of the issue of mental existence.
Moreover, Fayyazi’s criticisms are grounded in foundational principles whose implications extend
beyond the issue of mental existence. By examining his criticisms, key insights into these principles,
which are relevant across various areas of Islamic philosophy, can be clarified, with potential impacts
on many other philosophical discussions.

This article seeks to answer the following questions: What criticisms does Fayyazi raise against the
famous interpretation of mental existence, which posits an ineffective essence preserved in the mind?
Are these criticisms valid, or can the famous interpretation be defended against them? The article is
organized into two sections: the first presents Fayyazi’s criticisms, and the second critically examines
his objections.

Fayyazi identifies several problems with the famous interpretation of mental existence:

1. The famous interpretation is rooted in the Peripatetic view that perceptual knowledge arises
from the soul's passivity towards external objects. This view is incompatible with the theory of
the union of the knower and the known, which entails the substantial motion of the knowing
soul.

2. The famous interpretation cannot adequately respond to the well-known objection to mental
existence, and Mulla Sadra's response through the concept of "difference in predication”
essentially abandons the core claim of the famous interpretation.

3. The famous interpretation is self-contradictory because it simultaneously claims that the essence
and its essential attributes are preserved in the mind, yet also claims that what is present in the
mind is neither the essence nor its accidents.

4. None of the arguments for mental existence prove that the external essence itself enters the
mind. Instead, these arguments suggest the occurrence of a "representative phantom” in the
mind—a mental existence that represents the external existence but lacks all its attributes.

A careful analysis of Fayyazi’s critique reveals that his objections can be addressed, and a defense
of the mental existence theory can be mounted based on the consensus of philosophers. This defense
can proceed as follows:

1. By accepting the unity of the knower and the known, the famous formulation of the mental
existence theory (where essences are realized in the realm of knowledge without carrying the
effects of external existence) remains valid, though the explanation of their relationship to the
knower may require adjustment.
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2.

3.

Fayyazi’s objection to Mulla Sadra 's response is flawed, as it rests on three premises, all of
which are problematic.

The theory of the primacy of existence, which posits that essence and its attributes depend on
existence, allows for a rational and non-contradictory explanation of how essence and its
attributes can be preserved while negating the entailment of primary effects. Essence can exist
externally with its primary and secondary effects and simultaneously merge into another
existential level where these effects no longer apply.

Even if the existing arguments for mental existence do not fully substantiate the famous
interpretation (that the very essences of things are present in the mind), this does not invalidate
the theory. It is possible that a better argument, not yet considered, could support the famous
interpretation. Some philosophers have already revised and supplemented the arguments for
mental existence to address various objections.

Addressing the objection of self-contradiction in the famous thesis of mental existence leads to the
conclusion that accepting this thesis requires some reforms in philosophical foundations. Specifically,
only by adhering to the primacy of existence, the concept of the gradation of existence, and the role of
original existence in bearing the effects of things can one believe in both the preservation of essence in
the external world and the mind, while also maintaining that the primary effects of essence are not
dependent on it in the mental realm.
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