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The Science of Usul al-Figh definitions; anewstudy

AbasRezaei'

Balal Shakeri

& Abstract

The definition of Usul al-Figh has long been a subject of contention among Islamic
legal scholars and finding a universally agreed-upon definition has proven to be
a challenging task. A critical and analytical review of the mentioned definitions of
Usul al-Figh has been conducted in this study. In this regard, a variety of perspectives
on defining the science of Usul al-Figh have been evaluated, and the strengths and
weaknesses of each have been clarified. According to the conducted research, the
well-known and later definitions, among the presented criteria for the science of Usul
al-Figh, have only considered the criteria of comprehensiveness, exclusiveness, and
non-inclusion of jurisprudential rules. They have neglected criteria such as soundness,
consistency, and avoidance of carelessness in providing a definition. The findings of the
current research suggest that the famous definition, in addition to issues such as laxity,
lack of precision, and influence from the principles of Ahl al-Sunnah, also raises doubts
regarding the validity of its attribution to the majority of scholars. Therefore, it seems
that the definition of Usul al-Figh provided by the ancients encompasses all criteria and
is immune to the criticisms raised and the descriptive and prescriptive dimensions of
the definition are apparent. The descriptive dimension portrays the current state of Usul
al-Figh, while the prescriptive dimension outlines an ideal state for the discipline and its
objectives

Keywords: Definition of the Science of Usul al-Figh, The brief reasons of Islamic
Jurisprudence, The Common Elements of Islamic Legal Reasoning.
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