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Objective:

Historical narratives find meaning within the philosophical
paradigms of each period. One of the egalitarian
movements in the history of Iran is called the Mazdak
revolutionary movement. This movement led by Mazdak
Nami took place during the reign of Ghobad, one of the
Sassanid kings. Regarding the way of looking at this
movement, two conflicting narratives are evident. Mazdak
movement has been denounced and cursed on the one hand,
and its movement has been respected and admired from the
other hand. In response to the reasons of these narratives,
this article claims that there are different paradigms
describing the reasons for this conflict. Therefore, this
study seeks to understand the conflicting perceptions of this
movement by using the method of understanding and by
analyzing the paradigms governing each of these
narrations. The results indicate that the narrative that
condemns the Mazdak movement is governed by the
theoretical paradigm of "Shah-Ra'it" assuming the
legitimacy of the monarchy and the system of shortcomings
and the naturalness of the passive position of the people
against the political system. And the "citizenship-rights"
paradigm, in which people have full rights to protest,
participate, and express their demands even subversively
before the government, is a source of respect and
admiration for the Mazdak movement.
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Introduction

One of the egalitarian movements in the history of Iran is called the Mazdak
revolutionary movement. This movement led by Mazdak Nami took place during the
reign of Ghobad, one of the Sassanid kings. Regarding the way of looking at this
movement, two conflicting narratives are evident. Mazdak movement has been
denounced and cursed on the one hand, and its movement has been respected and
admired from the other hand. In response to the reasons of these narratives, this
article claims that there are different paradigms describing the reasons for this
conflict. Therefore, this study seeks to understand the conflicting perceptions of this
movement by using the method of understanding and by analyzing the paradigms
governing each of these narrations. The results indicate that the narrative that
condemns the Mazdak movement is governed by the theoretical paradigm of "Shah-
Ra'it" assuming the legitimacy of the monarchy and the system of shortcomings and
the naturalness of the passive position of the people against the political system. And
the "citizenship-rights" paradigm, in which people have full rights to protest,
participate, and express their demands even subversively before the government, is a
source of respect and admiration for the Mazdak movement.

The research method

Since finding the meaning of social and political actions is in the framework of
qualitative research, it is possible to analyze the ideas and meanings of political and
social actions by resorting to epistemological frameworks of understanding, because
in this technique the researcher can also understand the meanings of the texts and
can pay attention to the context or context of the published texts.

The research findings
Political and social contexts of the formation of the Mazdak

movement

The Sassanid government and society suffered from a series of social and political
problems. Among them, the influence of the royal crown by Zoroastrian nobility and
clergy, civil wars, severe drought and famine, heavy taxation, internal strife between
nobles and nobles and Sassanid kings, severe class system, the existence of a large
harem for the noble classes and finally, the religion of Zoroastrianism which was at
the service of the upper class of the society.

The classic narrative of the political thought and action of '""Shah-
Rait" Mazdakians

Some of current analyzes also point out that the class structure of the ancient Iranian
society was the most important factor in the stability and strength of the social
structure and fabric and an important element in stabilizing the continuity of the
power base and the production of wealth. And because the ideas of Mazdak were the
result of thoughts that were influenced by the idealistic philosophers of ancient
Greece and did not have the ability to attract elites and create a new structure of
society and government, and its effects only caused many failures and rebellions and
subsequent uprisings (Sangari and Karbasi, 2015: 157). It broke the royal sanctity
and Iranian aristocracy and Zoroastrianism (class structure of the Sasanian era). It is
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natural that any action that challenges such a structure is doomed to failure and
repression. As it was observed, none of those who wrote about Mazdak in the past
did not pay attention to the social realities of that time and the grounds of the
formation of this movement, and analyzed that event by accepting the ruling
paradigm and looking negatively at the slogans and demands raised in this the
movement.

Modern narrative of political thought and action of Mazdakians
"Citizenship-Rights"

The way modern thinkers encounter Mazdak's thought and beliefs has been
influenced by modern paradigms based on citizens' rights, and it can be claimed that
these people's interpretations of Mazdak's thought and action are completely modern
and separated from its historical background. In addition, the modern narrative, like
the classic narrative of the Mazdak movement, suffers from other major defects,
such as: First, in their analysis of Mazdak, these thinkers neglect the role and impact
of the royal and class system of order and security of that period; second, in this
narrative, modern analysts seek to pursue demands from the government in the
classical era of Iran, which were not found anywhere in the world in that period;
third, many modern narratives of Mazdak are not affected by Marxist and liberal
ideologies and are free from personal and group values and one-sidedness; fourth, in
this narrative, much attention has been paid to the political and social roots of the
Mazdak movement and its slogans, and the unfortunate results of this uprising have
not been considered.

Conclusions

The purpose of this research was to investigate why there are conflicting and
different narratives about Mazdak and his political movement, and it was stated that
the transformation of the conservative narrative about Mazdak and his uprising into
a revolutionary narrative is the result of dominant paradigms in every period of
history. In the following, by planning the dominant paradigms of the Sassanid period
parallel to the emergence of Mazdak, i.e. the paradigm (king-subject) and the
dominant paradigm in today's world (the rightful citizen), the historical context,
goals, beliefs and slogans of this movement were investigated and expressed that
during the Sassanid period we witnessed drought, poverty of the common people,
successive defeats by the Romans and hypocrites, heavy taxes on the people, tax
exemptions for the nobility and Zoroastrian clergy, the strict caste system, etc.
women and property, the right to radical and reform rebellion against oppression,
belief in the supremacy of light over darkness, austerity and limitation in personal
enjoyment. We tried to compare the classic and modern narratives of the uprising of
Mazdak based on two paradigms. In the modern narrative of the Mazdak movement,
prominent categories such as the order and security effect of the royal and class
system, the bitter results of the movement and the unreasonable pursuit of modern
concepts in that era have not been taken into account, and sometimes unrealistic
analysis of the Mazdak movement was done based on the principles of Marxist and
liberalist ideologies.
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