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Abstract Althusser believed governments require toolkits to fulfill the desires
of the ruling class. He proposed that the old-school scheme of the earlier
Marxists, that governments functioned solely by repression, is inadequate and
cannot explain how the society goes under service voluntarily. He divided the
governing tools into ideological (ISA) and repressive (RSA) and proposed that
the constant functions of the former keep the society balanced, and the latter
backs it up by prioritizing violence and force. This research analyzes the
instances of the failure of the ISA in the society of A Clockwork Orange (1962)
(ACO). The protagonist is a teenager greatly prizing his individuality. Almost
all the ISA-related institutions cannot affect him. Subtly, ACO (1962) makes
every part of the ISA responsible for the protagonist's fate. The results indicate
that while ISAs in ACO (1962) are at work, they are malfunctioning.
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1. Introduction
he novel ACO (1962), written by Anthony Burgess, is among the dystopic
novels (Neto, 2009, p. 9). The feature of this novel is its inclusion of
Altuusser’s ISAs. It narrates the story of a youngster in 21 chapters. In
chapters 1 to 7, the readers can see the failures and shortcomings of ISAs.

ACO (1962) has been the subject of considerable academic examination. Many
studies were concerned with violence and/or freedom. There is a lack of prior
rsserrhh nn this nvvll, aarticll arly stiii ss taat mnil oy Altssss rr’s tooory ff ISA
and RSA.
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Bruce (2019) compares ACO (1962) with Saturday Night and Sunday Morning
(1958) bssdd nn oociial add cemmmim fectrrs iffluttt ill in ooth rrtt ggiii tt”’
behaviors and concludes that the main reason for their antisocial conduct is the
burden of socio-ecological class in a capitalist system. Menking (2012) studies ACO
(1962), along with Slaughter House 5 (1969) in search of concepts of freedom and
independence, concluding that will is very subjective and can be negated both within
and outside the narrative framework. Cerina (2011) takes two novels from Burgess
to ii cesss tt oii a ddd gggessts taat eee aeeect ff Burgss’’s works is the ii ttccce add
enmity between the individual and his/her society.

Taking into consideration the historical, cultural, and economic context,
Carpenter (2010) talks about class consciousness and the behaviors of the youngsters
during the time of the publication of ACO (1962) in Britain. Meldkoglu (2005)
criticizes the culture of postmodernism using ACO (1962) as a case study. Finally,
Sadowski (1998) focuses on mass culture and its manifestations and its role in social
formations, bringing examples from ACO (1962). As the above survey of the
litrrtt ure rvvaals, Althssser’s thrrr y ff TAAddd RSA has not served as the primary
framework for any previous studies. This paper aims at examining the shortcomings
of ISA in the society of ACO (1962) sss AA AA Aussrr’t thrrr y.

2. Method

Altuusser’s thrrr iss in ii s kkkk, Lenin, Philosophy, and Other Essays (2001), are
the framework of this paper. After discussing ideology, Althusser indicates the actual
instances that states take advantage of ideology, then provides a list of the divisions
whose functions are to maintain the ideology that best serves the goals and needs of
tee rlligg 1l sss ddd xxll ai,,, II aaall aall Illll ggiaal aaate Arrrr ttuees a eertain
number of realities which present themselves to the immediate observer in the form
ff ii tticct nne eeeedl izii i ttt itutio”™”” (.. 14 4..

3. Results

In ACO (1962), reader is provided with a society where power and abuse are the
prevailing ideals. Every character is trying to take advantage of others. This network
of power is the base on which relations in ACO (1962) form. To clarify the failures
of ISAs, an examination of some of these relations is essential.

ACO and Culture

Before entering the store for rubbery, Alex (the protagonist) and his gang cover their
faces with masks representing historical figures (Burgess, 1962, p. 14). Details of
the masks may refer to the role of culture, both mass and elite. The novel is tying the
1l igsss’ aaaavior to uultrr e ddd myyee 1liims taat it is tee uultur’’s fuult. Alex
irnniaally aay,, ..... tyyy wrre a rell like ii ggii s,, iii rddd 111, ...” (Brrgsss, 1962,
p. 14), a clue that directs the reader towards culture. There are cultural references in
ACO (1962), including classical and pop music, painting, books, sculpture, movies,
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and dance. However, these references and the cultural products are sparse, and their
final function is one of destruction. Even the character of F. Alexander, an author
and an activist, turns out to be a selfish hypocrite whose conduct toward Alex is no
different from others.

A Clockwork Orange and Media

After a skirmish, Alex and the gang run into an alley and see lights in the windows:
TThiu uuutb bt tht t1l1y. Tonight was what thy called a worldcast, meaning that the
same programme was being viddied by everybody in the world that wanted to, that
being mostly the middle-aged middle-1lsss 1ddd ie”””’(Brr gss,, 1962, ,. 23). ssss
‘wrr laaatt’ is the sign ff nnrrrr atigg IAA, ddd tee rffrrccce to “middle-11 sss” maass
the state knows whom to target. Althusser lists these operations under the title of
ccmmmiii aatisss aaaarttu”™”’ ddd xxll aiss teeir fonnttisss as ccrmnmigg evrry

‘it tiznn’ with diily eeees of ttt iaaalimmaaavviii mm lirrr 1l imm mrr 1 imm tt.....7..
(2001, p. 155). The gang runs away from the alley, thus fleeing the ISA.

A Clockwork Orange and School

The first reference to the school is at the end of a night of mischief (Burgess, 1962,
p. 32). Throughout the narrative, the reader never encounters Alex in a school setting.
When he enters his room, he explains the posters on the walls as reminders of his
cerrrective sooool life (.. 34). Tiis is eee ii g llue to tee rrrr tmmmnggs ff the
education system which sits at the core of ISA alongside family (Neto, 2009, p. 24).
Also, the character of P. R. Deltoid incarnates both school and its failures towards
subjects like Alex.

A Clockwork Orange and Family

Next to school, family is the most important part of ISA (Fretter, 2006, p. 86). When
Alex refers to his parents, they are asleep (Burgess, 1962, p. 37). The absence of the
parent is a frequent theme in ACO (1962).

A Clockwork Orange and Church

Religion exists, and is referred to, but lacks influence. Alex believes in God but his
interpretation is very personal. His fascination with God is driven more by the
notions of power and violence. The first time he refers to God is when he is talking
ttttt  tee fffcet of a drikk. eee nllll ii nigg wttt miii ¢ ssss to him, ee aay,, “Music
always sort of sharpened me up, O my brothers, and made me feel like old Bog
himself, ready to make with the old donner and blitzen and have vecks and ptitsas
rreeiii gg yyyy ym ny litto rrr r rkkrr... .(.(Burgss,, 1962. .. 46 ..

4. Discussion and Conclusion

ACO (1962) is the portrait of a society whose ISAs failed to influence the
protagonist, thus leaving the matters in the hands of the RSA. Family, school,
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religion, media, culture, and arts are all present in this novel; however, they do not
have the desired effect. Althusser believed family and school are the main
components of ISA, and ACO (1962) pictures a community where these two have
failed and informs the reader of the dire consequences. Alex exemplifies a citizen
who bypasses all ISAs, ultimately fitting thc catggrry ff a ‘dddiitiz’”” .
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