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Abstract
The Supreme Leader’s method of social interpretation has enabled him to pay more attention to the social views and com-
mands of the Qur’an than other scholars. Then, one of the relatively new problems in our society is the phenomenon of
celebrity worship syndrome. A celebrity is a well-known, popular, and beloved figure who is distinguished from others
due to some advantages and characteristics and has been the focus and interest of a wide range of people in society with the
help of mass media. The present study, which is organized using an analytical-documentary method, examines the Supreme
Leader’s interpretation of the verse 60 of Surah Al-Ahzab, and analyzes the content, style, and social context of this verse,
and analyzes how it indicates the criminalization of social agitation of celebrities. In any case, by putting together the points
derived from the interpretation of this noble verse, some of the legal and Qur’anic foundations for criminalizing the sin of
some celebrities in spreading fear and creating tension in society through the dissemination of Irjaf (tension creating) at the
community level can be expressed in a revised manner from the perspective of the Supreme Leader, as he has repeatedly
drawn the attention of the country’s judicial officials to this important point.
From the Supreme Leader’s interpretation of this holy verse, the following points can be obtained: 1. The sin of agitation
and creating tension is not specific to spreading rumors; 2. The sin of agitation is not specific to the case of war and jihad,
3. Agitation is an ancient method and tactic of the infidels’ propaganda front against the Islamic front; 4. Some celebrities
are considered modern examples of the Qur’anic term “Al-Murjafoon” (agitators); 5. The sin of agitation in society has a
sensitive anti-security aspect; 6. Freedom of speech does not mean freedom of agitation. Considering the above points, we
conclude that only delving into this holy verse and paying attention to the Supreme Leader’s interpretation of it is sufficient
to express in a revised form the legal and Qur’anic foundations of criminalization of celebrities causing unrest and creating
tension in society, and the necessity and method of confronting this crime. The final conclusion is that the country’s judicial
system’s appeasement of some celebrities who have a dark history of fueling social tensions, is in no way consistent with the
legal and Qur’anic foundations and the Supreme Leader’s perspective. Also, the return of such celebrities, who are a clear
example of the Qur’anic term “al-Marjafoon,” to the national media and giving any kind of platform to them contradicts the
teachings of the holy Qur’an. According to the Supreme Leader, in accordance with the verse 60 of Surah Al-Ahzab, such
individuals must first receive serious and deterrent warnings from official and legal authorities, and in case of repetition, the
relevant agencies are obliged to pursue their crime legally, politically, and legally.
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1. Celebrity worship syndrome
2. Bennett, Andy.
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| Extended Abstract |

Analysis of the Criminalization of Social Agitation
by Celebrities with an emphasis on the Supreme Leader’s In-
terpretation of the Verse 60 of Surah Al-Ahzab

Mohammad Miri

Research Objective

The main goal of this research is to utilize the enormous potential of religious teach-
ings, and especially Quranic content, for the social pathology of the culture of fame
and celebrity worship syndrome. Today, some celebrities, with their behavior and
speech, cause social tensions or fan the flames of some social conflicts. This re-
search aims to analyze and examine the Quranic foundations of the criminalization
of social agitation of celebrities by relying on the Verse 60 of Surah Al-Ahzab and
considering the Supreme Leader’s perspective on the social interpretation of this
verse.

Research Method

The present research is organized in a qualitative-analytical and documentary meth-
od. This method begins with the collection of reliable library documents and is com-
pleted with their scientific analysis. In this way, first, all the important and primary
texts regarding the interpretation of the verse 60 of Surah Al-Ahzab and the Su-
preme Leader’s view on the interpretation of this verse were studied and examined.
Then, by analyzing these documents, the strengths and weaknesses of the various
interpretations of this verse were clarified and the advantages of the Supreme Lead-
er’s social interpretation of this verse were clarified compared to the numerous in-
terpretations that have been proposed for the verse.

Research Findings

1- It is not correct to limit the meaning of verse 60 of Surah Ahzab to the instance
mentioned in its revelation. Rather, it is better to refer to the generality and univer-
sality of the verse by eliminating the specific characteristics of the revelation.

2- By highlighting the social teachings of the Qur’an, the Supreme Leader seeks to
analyze social harms and find a Quranic solution for them. For this purpose, he uses
the method of social interpretation.

3- Considering the social style and context of verse 60 of Surah Ahzab, the Supreme
Leader’s perspective and approach to social interpretation (which is based on the
comprehensiveness of the teachings of the Quran to the social scope of human life)
are clearly visible in the interpretation of this verse.

4- The most central elements emphasized in the Supreme Leader’s interpretation of
this noble verse are:

A) The sin of Irjaf is not specific to the instance of spreading rumors.
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B) The sin of Irjaf is not limited to the specific situation of Jihad in the path of Allah.
C) Ijaf is an ancient tool and tactic of the infidels’ propaganda front against the
tranquility of Islamic society.

D) Some celebrities are the modern-day examples of the “Murjifoun” in the holy
verse.

E) The sin of Irjaf and creating tension in society has an anti-security and subversive
aspect, and therefore, it is a definite crime.

F) The necessity of confronting the sin of Irjaf does not conflict with the right to
freedom of expression in society.

5- Based on the aforementioned points, all of which stem from the Supreme Lead-
er’s interpretation of verse 60 of Surah Al-Ahzab, it becomes clear that from the
perspective of the Holy Qur’an, creating social tension by celebrities is a clear crime
and the judicial system in the Islamic government is obliged to deal with this crime
legally.

Final Conclusion

The Supreme Leader’s socio-political activities and concerns, at the highest level
and over a long period, have led to his meticulousness and accuracy in understand-
ing and interpreting the social aspects of the Holy Qur’an. The Supreme Leader’s
method of social interpretation has enabled him to pay more attention to the social
views and commands of the Qur’an than others. The verse 60 of Surah Al-Ahzab has
a strong social content, style, and context. The message of God in this verse is that if
those agitators in society with their fearful, seditious, and despairing words, do not
stop their grave sins by spreading evil, He will set the Prophet over them to punish
them. A deeper look into this holy verse and attention to the Supreme Leader’s in-
terpretative points on it is sufficient to clarify the legal and Quranic foundations of
criminalizing some celebrities for Irjaf and agitation in society, and the necessity and
method of confronting this crime.

KEYWORDS: Celebrity; Social Agitation; Supreme Leader; Social Interpretation
of the Qur’an; Irjaf
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