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: Abstract

¢ This research, considering the importance of the social position of women and
: their role in various fields of society, aims to sociologically analyze the
: representation of women’s images in the murals of Tehran. The method of this
: research is categorized under qualitative studies, utilizing the social semiotics
: approach of Kress and Van Leeuwen. The data of this study includes 80 murals
i across Tehran, selected purposively from the main and significant murals in the
i city's main squares. The time frame for selecting the murals is June and July of
: 2023. Sampling continued until reaching saturation. The data were categorized
: using MAXQDA software version 2020. The results indicate that the focus and
: emphasis of the analyzed murals in representing the social components of
: women are on religious identity (depicted through various actions such as
: praying or making supplications), national and patriotic identity (represented by
: images of martyrdom or defense of national and patriotic values), and emotional
i identity, particularly motherhood with care and affection. The social and
: economic status of women in the murals of Tehran reflects an independent
: woman, often employed, holding a valuable social position within the family
: and possessing professional prestige. These murals, with emphasis on high
i social positions such as being a martyr’s mother, the esteemed role of
i motherhood, studentship, research, and specialized professions like medicine
: and engineering, aim to present a respectable and independent image of women.
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Semiotic analysis of women’s images in the murals of Tehran city

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Considering the importance of women's social
position and her roles in different fields of society,
this research deals with the sociological analysis of
the representation of women's image in the wall
paintings of Tehran. In order to know and
understand the system's ruling approach to the
position of women, it is necessary to examine the
presence of men and women in various political,
social, scientific and artistic fields. In order to
understand each of the mentioned sections, it is
possible to quantitatively evaluate the actions taken
and comment according to the conditions. But the
part that will be discussed here is the representation
of women in artistic and cultural products and its
presence in this category is full of challenges, which
may be considered an important factor in the
representation of the image of women in society.
The image of women in works of art, including wall
paintings, has always been represented in different
themes. From epic themes to religious themes.
Paintings and banners on the streets and squares of
the city as a medium of expressing ideologies,
values, beliefs, lifestyle, etc. in a society and
influence the people of that society. The importance
of dealing with these paintings as an influential
medium can provide a perspective of stereotypes or
beliefs behind these works.

Today, using the capacity of art to give identity to
different strata has an undeniable role, it seems
necessary to study how to represent the image of
women in the wall paintings of Tehran in the form
of a research. and the factors and stereotypes used
should be investigated. Considering the importance
of women's social status and her roles in different
fields of society, this study examines the
representation of women's social status in the murals
of Tehran and the question of how and to what extent
women's participation in social actions as an
effective member in Various activities of the society
are represented in the wall paintings of Tehran. The
innovation of this research is the investigation of the
semiotic representation of the social position of
women in the wall paintings of Tehran, which in a
way displays the discourse of sovereignty in the
representation of the social position of women. This
research can be a comparison between the reality of
women's clothing and its desired representation in
terms of the discourse governing the society.

2- Methods

The method of this research is included in the
category of studies with a qualitative approach and
social semiotics. In the approach of social semiotics,
the researcher considers society as the source of
semiotic meanings and forms. In this research, the
researcher chose the social semiotics of Kress and
Van Leyen for the sociological analysis of the

representation of the image of women in the wall
paintings of Tehran. Because this research approach,
in the form of classification and codification,
collects symbolic codes in photos and visual texts
and interprets those symbols according to the
theories of social semiatics. Since, according to the
researcher, signs are created and renewed in the
heart of society and social interactions, social
semiotics, focusing on the social process that leads
to the creation of images, can analyze and interpret
objectively. To present three of the murals of Tehran
city in the representation of the image of a woman.
In this approach, it is all kinds of media and verbal
and non-verbal communication that shape people's
social culture. The data of this research includes 80
murals in the city of Tehran, which are selected with
a targeted method from among the murals of the city,
commissioned by two organs of the Islamic
Revolutionary  Guard Corps and  Tehran
Municipality, in the main squares of the city and to
represent the face and clothing components of
women. have been selected. Although there are
various types of images in the city, such as
advertising banners or billboards, in which women's
faces and clothing components are represented in
some way, but the data of this research only includes
murals (except Banners that were installed in Valiasr
Square due to the lack of a wall). These paintings
must necessarily have an illustration in them so that
they can be used as research data. The period of
choosing wall paintings is June and July of 1402.
The number of data selections was determined by
reaching the saturation stage. That is, a new theme
was not created with the entry of new data and the
same previous themes were repeated.

3- Findings

In the study of the representation of women in the
murals of Tehran, women are depicted in the
framework of traditional and modern women's roles
and duties (working and being in the community) in
the social space. In all jobs in which women are
represented, models of a serious, modest, veiled
woman with no feminine charms can be seen. The
function of this type of representation is to align the
society, especially women, with the models of
women as mothers and wives, rather than women as
a single woman. All these actions refer to
completely normal conditions of the society. The
values of the years of holy defense, traditional
values of motherhood and raising children, religious
values and finally the values of effort, patience and
female sacrifice are represented in these images.
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4- Discussion & Conclusion

The focus and emphasis of the examined murals in
the representation of the social components of
women, on the religious identity (which is shown
with different modes such as praying or praying),
national and friendly (which is shown with different
images such as Shahid Parvi or the defense of the
national and national values shown) and an
emotional identity that is consistent with maternal
affection and femininity. The social and economic
position of women in the murals of Tehran,
representing an independent woman, often
employed, has a valuable social position in terms of
being the center of the family and having
professional prestige. It is suggested to the cultural
practitioners and trustees of the country, especially
the beautification institution of Tehran municipality,

to pay attention to the creation of works of art in
urban spaces, that shaping the thoughts and minds of
the audience through art
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