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Abstract

Background and objectives: Restorative justice is one of the new
approaches, and the police stations of Isfahan province are prone to
implementing restorative justice procedures due to their legal and specific
duties, but they face challenges in implementation. Therefore, the purpose
of the study is to identify the challenges of implementing restorative justice
procedures with a crime prevention approach in the police stations of
Isfahan.

Method: In terms of its objectives this study is of an applied research type
and in terms of the nature of the data it is considered a qualitative content
analysis type. The method of collecting data in the background and
theoretical foundations is documentary and reviewing previous studies, but
the main data collection was carried out using semi-structured interviews
with experts including the staff of the police officers, the preventive police,
and the Isfahan Social Deputy. The method of selecting the sample was
purposefully experts with at least a MA degree and 5 years of service
experience in the judicial, counseling and assistance departments of the
police officers, and the departments of the preventive police and the Isfahan
Social Deputy. 20 individuals were interviewed until theoretical saturation
was reached. The validity and reliability of the research was verified by
reviewing and using the opinions of experienced professors and recoding
the findings, and content analysis was used to extract dimensions,
components, and indicators for data analysis.

Findings: Based on the research findings, the identified challenges were
classified into four categories: executive and organizational challenges
including "weak organizational culture, weak organizational structure,
inappropriate internal space, etc." Judicial challenges including "weakness
in judicial support, interference by lawyers, weak organizational culture of
judges, etc." Legal challenges including "lack of law for police mediation,
lack of legal requirement for cooperation of support centers, lack of laws
for utilizing the capacity of local influential people,” and sociocultural
challenges including "weakness of police social capital, socio-political
considerations, generational gap, etc.”

Results: In order to properly implement restorative justice procedures in
Isfahan’s police stations, it is helpful to use strategies such as: building a
culture, creating an appropriate structure, creating an appropriate space
separate from the police station, developing appropriate laws, and utilizing
social and local capacities.
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