
  

 

Language Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Biannual Journal, Vol. 15, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2024, 27-55 

https://www.doi.org/ 

Typological Review of Few Fargards of Avestan Vandidad 

Mohammad Mehdi Esmaaili
*
 

Anahid Dashti
**

 

Abstract 

Linguistic typology focuses on both language universals and linguistic variations. 

Implicational universals in typology have semantic, pragmatic, discourse, processing 

and cognitive explanations. Typology has various uses in linguistics. Studying the 

structure of different languages, including ancient languages, can help completing the 

classification of languages. This article provides an overview of typological study about 

Avestan language. The purpose of this study was to determine the word order of 

Avestan language of Vandidad, based on Dryer's 24 typological components. This 

article focuses on the 15 percent of Geldner’s Vandidād Avesta based on Bartholomae 

transcription method. Research data are collected through three fargards of Vandidād 

Avesta, the second, third and sixth. The findings indicate that Avestan language of 

Vandidad,  has 13 components of strong verb-final languages type and 15 components 

of strong verb-initial languages type comparing to genera containing languages of 

Europe and Asia, except for southeast Asia , and this language has also 13 components 

of strong verb-final languages type and 16 components of strong verb-initial languages 

type comparing to genera containing world languages.There is a tendency for Avestan 

language of Vandidad, to be one of languages of verb- initial type.  
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Introduction 

Language typology refers to the classification of various languages' structures, studying 

patterns and generalizations across languages. It aims to categorize world languages, 

explore their structural relationships, and highlight their typological significance. 

Shibatani and Bynon (1999) suggest that language typology examines theoretical 

frameworks that may constrain the diversity of human languages. Recent inquiries focus 

on elucidating the cognitive behavior of language typology rather than merely structural 

components. It analyzes systematic differences in phonological, morphological, and 

syntactic systems, encompassing languages within and across language families. Iranian 

languages, due to their historical depth and unique diversity, remain underexplored in 

typological studies. Studying them can enrich linguistic research by broadening the 

scope of analyzed languages. Investigation into Avestan, an ancient Iranian language, 

alongside sister language Old Persian, promises insights into linguistic evolution. 

Understanding Avestan's typology holds significance in linguistic classification. It sheds 

light on ancient linguistic structures and validates previous linguistic classifications. In 

the field of linguistic typology, two temporal periods are recognized. The first period 

involves the broad categorization of world languages based on their morphological 

features, such as inflectional, isolating, agglutinative, analytic, and polysynthetic 

languages. These categories are proposed based on the morphological features, 

particularly inflectional patterns of languages, constituting what is known as "holistic 

typology". The second period, termed as partial classification, focuses on the syntactic 

features of languages, particularly the comparative analysis of specific syntactic 

structures across languages. Linguists like Comrie emphasize the importance of 

parameters such as word order, considering them as fundamental in linguistic typology. 

Comrie's work explores the Iranian languages, focusing on key features like word order 

and ergativity, contributing to a better understanding of linguistic diversity and 

universals. Friedrich's study on Proto-Indo-European syntax suggests prevalent patterns 

such as Verb-Object and Object-Verb orders. His comparative analysis of ancient texts 

reveals significant syntactic variations, contributing to the understanding of early 

language structures. Monshizadeh and Naseh analyze Middle Persian syntax, 

determining it to be a synthetic language with a weakly agglutinative nature. They 

conclude that Middle Persian exhibits a free word order and cannot be strictly classified 

into a specific language type. Dabir-Moqaddam's book on the typology of Iranian 

languages is a comprehensive study, selecting languages from all over Iran to represent 

themselves. He shows Persian as an exception in word order analysis, leaning towards 
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verb-object (VO) languages. Based on Dryer's work, Persian exhibits strong VO 

tendencies compared to languages in its region and globally. Historical analysis 

suggests Persian has evolved towards VO characteristics, challenging previous 

linguistic theories. 
 

Material and Methods 

This article employs partial typology methods in linguistic typology. Using the 

Vandidad text, it analyzes syntactic structures at the clause and phrase levels in 

Avestan. Dryer's (1992) framework of 24 correlations is applied to investigate the 

syntactic order. By comparing languages with Subject-Object-Verb (SOV) and Verb-

Object (VO) orders, Dryer argues that OV languages exhibit more varied word order 

features than VO languages. The correlation between prepositions and noun phrases is 

highlighted, indicating syntactic tendencies in language typology. This study focuses on 

Avestan texts, specifically three sections of the Vandidad containing the second, third, 

and sixth chapters out of twenty-two. Each section comprises separate paragraphs, each 

containing multiple sentences. With 43, 42, and 51 paragraphs respectively, the total of 

136 analyzed paragraphs represent 15% of the Vandidad's total paragraphs (920 

paragraphs). Data analysis involves parsing each paragraph into constituent sentences, 

identifying syntactic structures, and applying Dryer's 24-component framework to 

analyze their order. Each component is introduced with examples, and their frequency 

and placement are documented. The positional analysis of each component follows 

Dryer's correlation pairs, where "x corresponds to the verb" and "y corresponds to the 

object." 
 

Discussion and Result 

component analyses section comprises 24 subsections, each addressing a specific 

linguistic component with illustrative examples. In the Vandidad texts, the prepositions 

(45 instances) outnumber postpositions (25 instances) significantly. The relative clause 

always follows the head noun and the relative pronoun (78 instances) in a strong verb-

initial position. Both noun-genitive and genitive-noun orders exist (97 and 64 instances 

respectively), but the preference is for genitive before noun. Only adjective and standard 

order is seen (3 instances). Adpositional phrase occurs before (39 instances) and after 

(31 instances) the verb, indicating a tendency towards a strong verb-final position. The 

manner adverb typically precedes the main verb (7 instances) in a strong verb-final 

position. In the sequence of predicate and copula (55 instances followed by 29 

instances), the copula appears before and after the predicate, in a strong verb-final 
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position. The order of subject and main verb (155 instances followed by 87 instances) 

predominantly places the subject before the verb in a strong verb-final position. In the 

sequence of number and noun (85 instances), the number precedes the noun in a strong 

verb-final position. The sequence of verbal negative marker and verb stack (41 

instances) consistently places the negative marker before the verb stack in a strong verb-

initial position. 
 

Conclusion 

Based on the presented evidence and comprehensive analysis of components in the data 

of this study, the classification of the Vandidad Avestan language type can be addressed 

by constructing a table to answer the research question. The linguistic classification of 

the Vandidad Avestan language, based on the component order, demonstrates its 

characteristics. It possesses 13 components of strong verb-final languages (verb after 

object) and 15 components of strong verb-initial languages (verb before object), 

compared to languages of the Europe-Asia region. Additionally, compared to global 

languages, it has 13 components of strong verb-final languages and 16 components of 

strong verb-initial languages. Thus, Vandidad Avestan inclines towards strong verb-

initial languages compared to both its regional and global counterparts. 
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