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Abstract

The phrase al-jafat al-Zagham (the brutal riff-raffs) has been applied three times in
Nahj al-Balagha concerning Levantines. Imam Ali has described the people as foul-
tempered and among the riff-raffs the only reason behind the victory of whom is their
unity. Strikingly, jafat Zagham has been used with both definite and indefinite articles,
and Imam Ali (PBUH) has expressed his amazement that Levantines have obeyed
Mu awiya without receiving ma’ana. Regarding what Imam Ali has attributed to the
people, exegetes have accounted for his amazement merely by the obedience without
any rewards. Some of the exegetes have understood ma’izna as reward and allowance,
yet have expressed their surprise by saying that it is impossible that Mu’ awiya had not
given any rewards to his army. Some others' analysis is that ma’izna means bonuses
apart from the monthly wages, for grooming quadruples and repairing arms. This study
has re-identified the concept of jafat Zagham through the analytic-descriptive method.
The final conclusion is that any groups, whether high or low-ranking, that ignored the
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authority of and faithfulness and obedience towards Imam Ali's government,
entertained grabbing power, objected to his policies and/or disturbed the security of
towns were described as ‘bruta riff-raffs’. Furthermore, some of the groups were
identified by this study who did not receive any rewards from Mu’awiya, which
precisaly fits Imam Ali’s description. Through the identification of al- Zagham, it was
realized that Imam Ali (PBUH) expressed amazement not merely at the brutal riff-raffs
who obeyed Mu’'awiya without receiving any rewards, but also at those companions
who did not accept equal payments and did not like his methods.

Keywords: Imam Ali (PBUH), knowing historical currents, al-jafat a-Bagham,
Mu' awiya, Levant.
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