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The purpose of this research is to analyze the linguistics aspects of the speech
of the pilgrims of Imam Reza’s (AS) Holy Shrine. Therefore, the discourse
of pilgrimage in the Holy Shrine is examined from two verbal and non-verbal
dimensions. The data of this research has been collected by observation meth-
od and interviews with 20 Iranian Shia or Sunni pilgrims between the ages of
20 and 60 who visited Imam Reza’s Holy Shrine in the summer of 1400. The
sampling method was targeted and available. In this research, first the verbal
data were analyzed and then the relationship between the non-verbal gestures
of the head, including eyebrow, eye and lip movements, as well as hand and
foot movements, with the amount of pilgrims’ emotions was investigated. The
results of this research show that in the theological dimension, the motiva-
tions for visiting the shrine are both material and spiritual, but the spiritual and
spiritual motivations, especially obtaining peace of mind, reward and interces-
sion, are more important and evident. In addition to the sensory and spiritual
atmosphere, the pilgrims’ sense of peace and security is involved in the Holy
Shrine. Among pilgrims’ non-verbal behaviors, hand gestures have the largest
contribution in explaining emotional perception. In other words, pilgrims use
non-verbal hand gestures to express their inner feelings and emotions more
than other organs. In fact, pilgrims speak with their hand movements. This
means that they convey different messages with their different hand move-
ments or establish a more effective communication by using their hands.
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Introduction

Purpose: In this research, the speech of the pilgrims of Imam Reza’s shrine
(AS) is analyzed from the linguistic aspect. Therefore, the discourse of pilgrim-
age in the Holy Shrine is examined from two verbal and non-verbal dimensions.
In the verbal dimension, the data is collected and analyzed through interviews
with the pilgrims, and in the non-verbal dimension, through observation, the
performance of the body language is tried to understand the emotional concepts
of the pilgrim and to determine which of the bodily movements and behaviors is
the most used. during pilgrimage and performing rituals.

Justification for the research: Various researches related to pilgrimage and
religious experience in the contemporary period are more focused on a variety
of vague, mysterious and unknown experiences so that each of them can provide
an empathetic description of the experience of pilgrims, but researches with the
behavioral structure of body language by other researchers Not much has been
done. Since the conducted research has focused more on the typology of pilgrim-
age from a sociological perspective, since linguistic analysis of the discourse
of pilgrimage has not been presented, and the analyzes carried out are in addi-
tion to the analysis from the linguistic dimension and the analysis of verbal and
non-verbal discourse. This research has tried to provide a verbal and non-verbal
analysis of the pilgrimage discourse.

Research method: This research examines the speech of pilgrims from two
verbal and non-verbal dimensions using a descriptive and analytical method. As
a result, it is considered among qualitative researches. Qualitative research is a
process of investigating understanding based on specific methodological tradi-
tions that discovers a human or social problem. This research creates complex
and general images, analyzes the words, interprets, examines the informants’
point of view and advances it in a natural environment (Cresol, 2011). First,
the verbal data were analyzed and then the relationship between the non-verbal
gestures of the head, including eyebrow, eye and lip movements, as well as hand
and foot movements, with the level of pilgrims’ emotions was investigated. The
main technique used in this research is the interview, which provides an opportu-
nity for the participant to explain his view of the world he has experienced using
his own language and words. The purpose of using this technique is to extract the
participants’ answers from the depth of the topic.

Data collection: The data of this research was collected through observation
(with or without participation) and interviews with 20 Iranian Shia or Sunni
pilgrims between the ages of 20 and 60 who visited the shrine of Imam Reza
(AS) in the summer of 1400. — has been brought. The data obtained from prayer,



199 Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 12, Issue 2, Summer 2024, Serial Number 46

call to prayer and prayer, other environmental components such as the pleasant
aroma in all shrines, the lighting and the architecture of the shrine have also
been available in creating a targeted sampling method. Colaizzi and Dickelman
method was used for data analysis. He presented seven steps to understand the
phenomenon,which are: initial encounter with the shrine, extracting important
sentences, formulating meanings, placing the formulated and related meanings
in clusters of related themes. to the pilgrimage experience, combining the results
in the form of a comprehensive description of the pilgrimage experience, formu-
lating a comprehensive description of the pilgrimage phenomenon in the form of
an explicit statement of the basic structure of the pilgrimage experience, which
is named as “the intrinsic structure of the phenomenon”. In this method, all the
descriptions made by the subjects are fully examined, their important phrases are
recorded, common themes are extracted, and the results are reported.

Results: This research shows that in theological dimension, the motivations for
visiting the shrine are both material and spiritual, but the spiritual and spiritual
motivations, especially obtaining peace of mind, reward and intercession, are
more important and evident. In addition to the sensory and spiritual atmosphere,
the pilgrims’ sense of peace and security is involved in the Holy Shrine. Among
pilgrims’ non-verbal behaviors, hand gestures have the largest contribution in
explaining emotional perception. In other words, pilgrims use non-verbal hand
gestures to express their inner feelings and emotions more than other organs. In
fact, pilgrims speak with their hand movements. This means that they convey
different messages with their different hand movements or establish a more ef-
fective communication by using their hands.
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