Investigating the Methods of Strengthening the Belief in the Afterlife
in the Teachings and Life of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H)

Tahereh Mohaqqeq ! Ali Bedashti 2

1. Ph.D. Candidate in Islamic Philosophy and Kalam, Qom University, Qom, Iran (Corresponding
Author): taherehmohaghegh@gmail.com
2. Professor in Islamic Philosophy and Kalam, Qom University, Qom, Iran: alibedashti@gmail.com

Article Info Abstract
Article Type: The belief in the afterlife and Resurrection is a fundamental tenet of theistic
Research Article religions, and even non-theistic faiths exhibit variations of this belief. This

study examines the life and teachings of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H) through a novel
lens, focusing on the foundational beliefs concerning the afterlife. It seeks to
Article History: answer the question of whether Imam Reza’s methods of interacting with his
audience were systematically engineered or adapted to specific circumstances.
Moreover, the study explores the applicability of his methods to the contem-
Received: porary era. Through a systematic analysis of the Imam’s life and teachings,
February 23, 2023 this research concludes that his methods of preaching, admonition, and coun-
sel—aimed at preparing individuals for the afterlife, promising heavenly re-
wards, and warning against hellfire—were consistently employed to impart
In Revised Form: knowledge. The Imam’s innovative approach involved a synthesis of intuitive,
May 07, 2023 rational, empirical, and scriptural methods, leveraging the innate human desire
for salvation and employing universal tools such as reason and intuition. His
frequent use of sacred texts in dialogues and debates further enhanced his abil-
Accepted: ity to convey religious knowledge. It is argued that the Imam’s methods remain
May 08, 2023 relevant and adaptable to the modern world.

Published Online:
September 05, 2024

Keywords Imam Reza (A.S), Faith in Resurrectoin, Rational Method, Narrative
Method, Strengthening.
Cite this The Author (s): Mohaqqgeq, T., Bedashti, A. (2024). Investigating the Methods of Strengthening the Be-

lief in the Afterlife in the Teachings and Life of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H) : Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang
Razavi. Year 12, Issue 2, Summer 2024, Serial Number 46 — (171-196)- DOI:10.22034/farzv.2023.387009.1853.

Publisheder: Unversity of Tehran Press




Investigating the Methods of Strengthening the Belief in the Afterlife in the Teachings and Life of Imam Reza (PB.U.H) 172

Introduction

The belief in The Afterlife and Resurrection is a fundamental tenet of theistic
religions, and even non-theistic faiths exhibit variations of this belief. This study
examines the life and teachings of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H) through a novel lens,
focusing on the foundational beliefs concerning the Afterlife. It seeks to answer
the question of whether Imam Reza’s methods of interacting with his audience
were systematically engineered or adapted to specific circumstances. Moreover,
the study explores the applicability of his methods to the contemporary era.
Through a systematic analysis of the Imam’s life and teachings, this research
concludes that his methods of preaching, admonition, and counsel—aimed at
preparing individuals for the afterlife, promising heavenly rewards, and warning
against hellfire—were consistently employed to impart knowledge. The Imam’s
innovative approach involved a synthesis of intuitive, rational, empirical, and
scriptural methods, leveraging the innate human desire for salvation and em-
ploying universal tools such as reason and intuition. His frequent use of sacred
texts in dialogues and debates further enhanced his ability to convey religious
knowledge. It is argued that the Imam’s methods remain relevant and adaptable
to the modern world.

Imam Reza’s combined methods in debates encompassed intuitive, rational,
empirical, and scriptural approaches, each employed to present arguments to fol-
lowers of various religions and sects. It should be noted that the afterlife was not
the sole topic of these debates; rather, it was inferred from theological arguments
supporting prophetic miracles, such as the resurrection of the dead. The fact that
none of the debate participants explicitly denied the afterlife was considered
definitive evidence of its acceptance. In the Imam’s teachings, the afterlife was
directly addressed in sermons and exhortations, implicitly suggested in recom-
mendations for moral excellence and kindness, and inferred from theological
arguments in debates. Through an analysis of these debates, it becomes evident
that Imam Reza employed a comprehensive epistemological approach, ground-
ing his arguments in foundational beliefs and connecting them to the material
world, rational reasoning, and historical accounts from sacred texts. By doing so,
he not only validated the prevailing conventional methods of his time but also
established the afterlife as an inevitable and universal reality, convincing his au-
dience to genuinely believe in life after death. Given the Imam’s use of common
and universal tools, his methods can be considered the most complete model and
remain applicable in the present era. Convincing an audience to believe in the
afterlife—that the human soul, along with its essential components, will return
to its original abode—requires a level of precision and subtlety that not everyone
possesses. This is because heartfelt acceptance, verbal affirmation, and actions,
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collectively known as faith, are reciprocal. A teaching must align with human na-
ture, and the audience must compare it to other teachings to conclude that happi-
ness lies in belief in the afterlife. In this way, the mind and heart are drawn to the
truth, and by accepting it, individuals fulfill their innate desire for immortality.

Considering the diverse beliefs prevalent in society at the time, Imam Reza em-
ployed different methods to solidify belief in the afterlife when interacting with
friends, ordinary visitors, Muslim and non-Muslim scholars, and representatives
of various religions. His engineered and systematic techniques, tailored to the
specific time, place, individual circumstances, and the audience’s level of under-
standing, were instrumental in conveying knowledge about the afterlife. Given
the diverse population of that era, with its wide range of beliefs, the Imam’s
methods can serve as a suitable model for the present era and can be generalized.
This is because he utilized common and universal tools and foundations that are
inherent to human nature and do not change.
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